Advice
Advice is avalade both from Tesgasc and a number
of Agl culturad Consultants.

In 2007 Teagesc agppointed four specdist
organic advisorswho areregiondly located.
Combired with the Teagasc locd advisory
input, this will help to ensure that adequate
support isavalddeto their dients both & the
time of converson and dso on an ongoing
besis

A demondration farm programme is operated
by Teagasc and the Department which enables
vists to firg-dass fadlities and see organic
production and menagement techniques a
firg hend. Details of the open days will be
published nationdlly well in advance.

A number of Agriculturd Consultants have
been brifed by the Depatment and the
Organic Cetification Bodies in dl aspects of

the organic production system.

Education

Support isavailadle to organic operatorsa many
levds to fadlitate compliance with the organic
regulaory requirements and d <o enddle them to
reechthair full potentid withinthe systlem.
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Education courses are availadl e through The
Organic Centre, Rossinver, Co. Leitrim, An
t-lonad Glas, Dromcollogher, Co. Limerick
andthe Wexford Organic Centre.

Short courses avail able through Teagesc and
the Skillnets Programme.

Useful Contact Details

Organic Unit, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, Johnstown Castle, Lo-call 1890 200 509.
Website wwwy.agriculturegov.ig/organics

Teagasc
Pet Barry, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co. Cork
Tel: 025-42222, 087-2133331
ElaneLeavy, Grange, Co. Megth
Tel: 046-9061100, 087-9853285
James McDonnd |, Oak Park, Co. Carlow
Tel: 059-9170200, 087-3293820
Dan Clavin, Athenry, Co. Gdway
Tel: 091-845845, 087-9368506

Agricultural Consultants

Their contact details are availadble onthe DAFF
websteor directly fromthe Organic Unit of the
Department.

Ms. Heen Scully Ms. AngdaClarke
Organic Trugt Limited IOFGA
Vernon House Main Street
2 Vernon Avenue Newtonforbes
Clontarf Co. Longford.
Dublin3 Tel: 043-424%.
Tel: 01-8530271. www.irishorganicie
WWW.organic-trust.org
el o
£ %

The Enrepean A gri okt oral
Fud
Tor Burnl Brvlapmmi;
Farapre Inwesiing in Hural

Hureen.

Organic
Farming

Educatlon Centres
The Organic Centre, Rossinver, Co. Latrim
Tel: 071-9854338.
An t-lonad Glas Organic College, Dromcol-
logher, Co. Limerick
Tel: 063- 83604.
Wexford Organic Centre, Cushenstown,
Co. Wexford
Tel: 051-428375.

An Opportunlty For

Beef Producers



http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/organics
http://www.organic-trust.org
http://www.irishorganic.ie

One of the main aims of organlcfarmlng
is the production of high [FiEE
quality food that the
consumer is increasingly
demanding.

Orgamcfarmlng
Involves production systems with a high leve
of respect for the environment and wefare of
anmas Concertrates on the nourishment of
the soil through the use of naurd inputs
induding farmyard menure and dover swards
Avoids the requiremen for herbicides, fung-
ddesand i nsecticides by usng crop rotations,
Maximises access to the outdoors using more
gpropricte  types of aimd, induding
treditiond breads. Provides liberd spece and
bedding meterid, when indoors, heightening
theanimd’snaturd immunity.
Exdudestheuseof GMO's

Organic Farming - a Real Opportunity
for Beef Farmers

Expanding merket for organic products
Increased supportsfor organic producers
Price premiumfor organic livestock
BExport merket potertid in UK andthe
Cortinert

No mgor changes required i n converting
to organic production

In keeping with the strong Government commitment
to the devedopment of the organic sector in Irdand,
subgtantid finendd supports are avalade to both
producers and processors and these are outlined
overled.

Organic Farming Scheme

It is now possible for organic farmers to obtan or-
ganic support payments without having to be in the
REPS Stheme  Organic producers will ill, or
coursg, beableto join REPSaswdl.

The payment rates, which are additional to any
REPS basic payments, are asfollows:

Organic Farming Scheme payment rates

per hectare per year
=3haand >55ha
up to55ha
In converson €212/ha €30/ha
Full organic €106/ha €15/ha
gatus

Some examples of total paymentsfor organic
operatorsparticipating in both the Organic

Farming Scheme and REPS 4
Area Max annual Max annual
payment while in | payment when
2 year converdon | fully organic
period
20ha €8920 €6,800
40 ha €17,260 €13,020
55ha €21,670 €15,840

Schemes of Grant Aid for the

Deve opment of the Organic Sector
Devdopment grants are available both to farmers
and to processors under the Schames of Grant Aid
for the Deve opment of the Organic Sector.

@ OnFam gat ad for new equipmert and
fadlities for production, preparation, grading,
pecking, dorage, didribution and sde of
organic products.

Grant ad of 40% for invesments over €1,500
Maximum grant ad of €60,000 payaile over the
duretion of the scheme, which rurs

from 2007-2013.
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Off-Famgat adisdso avaladle

Regulation

Organic production and labdling of organic products
is controlled by Europesn and nationd reguletion, i.e.
Coundl Regulaion 2092/91, which is becked up by
Sautory Instruments 112 of 2004 and 698 of 2007.
The EU legddion dlows Member Sdes to use
private ingpection bodies to carry out the ingpection
ad licensng sytem of organic oparaors. Two
certification bodies carry out thiswork in Irdand, i.e
Irish Organic Famas & Growers Assodation
(IOFGA) and Organic Trust Ltd..

To become an organic operator an applicant must
fird make contact with one of these two bodies
who will initiate the licensing process.

Marketing

The developmert of the organic sector in Irdand hes
to be merket driven. Bord Big, in consultation with
the Organic Make Devdopmet Group, hes
produced a three-year Organic Marketing Plan 2006-
2009. The ojective of the€1.5m Fanisto deveop
the organic sector in Irdand for exigting supdiers
and new atrants, and asss them to devdop ther
market potertid. One importat dement of the pan
is rexarch into the export potertid for organic
operatorsin key European markets.



