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. Frontispiece 

FOR EWORD 

THIS monograph has been prepared for the Centenary of the
Society which will occur in the autumn of the present year. 
The prime object of the Council in sponsoring its publication 
has been to enable Members, prospective Members and the 
public generally to assess the value of the work of the Society. 
In his excellent historical and biographical essay Dr. Black 
makes no extravagant claims in this regard; he is wisely 
content to let the facts speak for themselves. 

For diversity of interests and talents the 81 Foundation 
Members were as remarkable a body of men as ever assembled 
for a scientific purpose in Ireland. The Society probably 
owes· its existence t o the impact of the terrible events of 
1846- 47 on the conscience of these people. In the past 100, 

years the standard of living generally, and of the social 
services in particular, has vastly improved in Ireland, so· 
that the country, which had one of the lowest standards in 
Europe in 1847, has now one of the highest. Perhaps the 
Society may not unfairly claim some of the credit for the 
improvement which has been achieved. It is certain that its 
contribution was significant in the research work which 
preceded the Land Acts, the most beneficial legislation enacted 
by the former regime in Ireland. In our own days a substantial 
part of the common currency of economic thought received 
its first hearing in the ' Society. The Oireachtas, public ad
ministration, universities, press and public are in the Society's 
debt for economic fact and train of argument , 

The Society was founded just after the great Famine had 
ravaged the land and its Centenary occurs when the grim 
spectre bestrides a large part of Europe, though this country 
providentially has been spared. None the less our experience 
in recent years has revealed our economic vulnerability. Our 
best efforts will be required to maintain during the next few 
years the position that we have won. The problems of t he 
past and their solutions seem simple compared with those 
of the complex social organisation of t oday, with the special 
problems which are the aftermath of war. If our tasks are 
gr.eater than those which faced our Founders, however, the 
difficulties are the measure of our opportunities. 

vii 



viii Foreword 

The function of the Society in the new Ireland is comple
mentary to that of the Government statistical service and 
of the economic and social science schools in the Universities. 
It is an impressive thought that if economic studies in our 
:Society or elsewhere improved the national income by one
ienth of one per cent. we are worth £250,000 per annum 
io the country ! Scientific study of social problems is likely 
io yield vast dividends for intellectual capital invested even 
if, too close to events, we are not always able clearly to 
-distinguish the more from the less important objects of study. 

We embark on our second century with the largest Member
ship we have ever had, with the largest Journal, and generally 
-our vitality leaves little to be desired. A satisfactory feature 
of our recent history has been the considerable influx of young 
Members. No doubt durin·g the Centenary meetings we shall 
discuss the future of the Society in the light not only of our 
recent but of our remote past. Should we give more particular 
-direction to our researches or should we leave the subjects 
and manner of treatment to take care of themselves, as was 
largely the case in the past ? We may all agree, at any rate, 
that a great increase in Membership is desirable. We may 
hope that existing Members, particularly the younger 
Members, will take an increasingly active part in the life of 
the Society by the preparation of papers and participation 
in discussions on subjects of which they have special 
knowledge. 

Looking through our records it is fascinating to observe 
how in each generation the studies under Society auspices 
.reflected the public interests of the time. It is natural 
that many of the papers should now have merely historical 
i nterest, but Members cannot fail to be impressed by the 
pertinence to present-day problems of a few of the studies 
of remote date. The subjects of study change but the spirit 
in which inquiry is made remains the same. Our predeces
sors believed, as we believe, that ascertainment and analysis 
-of the facts are an essential preliminary to the right solution 
-of the social problem ; and in most cases agreement as to the 
facts implies agreement as to solution. The motto our 
.Founders selected is still ours: "Our Pole Star is Truth." 

R. C. GEARY, 
President. 
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NOTE 
The following abbreviations are used throughout :-

J ournal D.5.5.-Journal of the Dublin Statistical Society. 

J ournal 5.5.I.S.I.- Journal of the Statistical Society of Ireland. 

Historical Memoirs-S. Shannon Millin: The Statistical and 
Social Inquiry Socie ty of Ireland-Historical Memoirs with 
Portraits (Dublin, 1920). 

Wherever the words ' the Statistical Society ' are employed, they 
are to be understood to refer to the Statistical and Socia l I nquiry 
Society of Ireland or the Dublin Statistical Society, unless otherwise 
stated. 

HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY 

CHAPTER I. 

FOUNDATION AND EARLY DAYS, r847- r850 
IN October, 1847, a small group of men met in No. 16, Trinity 
College, Dublin, in the rooms of William Neilson Hancock, 
then Whately Professor of Political Economy in the University 
of Dublin. They had come there to discuss the project of 
forming a Statistical Society in Dublin, and agreed to go 
ahead with the scheme, appointing Hancock and J ames 
A. Lawson, his immediate predecessor in the Whately Chair, 
as provisional secretaries of the embryo society. 

These were the first steps leading to the formation " at a 
numerous and influential Meeting, held at the Royal Irish 
Academy" on November 23rd, 1847, of the Dublin Statistical 
Society , for the purpose of" promoting the study of Statistical 
and Economical Science. " The Society began its existence 
that evening with Richard Whately, Archbishop of Dublin, 
as its first President, Mountifort Longfield, Q.C., and Captain 
Thomas A. Larcom as Vice-Presidents, Lawson and Hancock 
as Secretaries and Stewart Blacker as Treasurer. There were 
eighty-one original members, including twelve on the Council, 
and the list included some of the most distinguished Irishmen 
of the day. Perhaps the best remembered now is Isaac Butt, 
"the Father of Home Rule," who was then seven years out 
of the Whately Chair and establishing his great reputation 
as an advocate. 1 Other eminent lawyers were J oseph Na pier, 
Thomas O'Hagan (later Baron O'Hagan) and Hugh Law, 
each of whom afterwards held the office of Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland. J ames Anthony Lawson and George Augustus 
Chichester May were later to occupy the position of Attorney
General, and the latter also to become Lord Chief Justice of 
Ireland. 

The academic world was represented, besides the econom
ists, by the Reverend Franc Sadleir, the liberal Provost of 
Trinity College, G. Johnston Allman, Professor of Mathe
matics at Queen's College, Galway, James Apjohn, the 

1 For a full account of Butt's life see T. De Vere White : The R oad 
of Excess (Dublin, 1946) . 

;I 



2 History of the Society 

chemist, and Thomas Oldham, F.R.S., the geologist, whilst 
Sir Robert Kane, author of.the famous work on" The Natural 
Resources of Ireland " and afterwards President of Queen's 
College, Cork, was another of the new Society's distinguished 
supporters. Literary men of varied talents were also included 
amongst the members--Samuel (afterwards Sir Samuel) 
F erguson, who was poet as well as lawyer; William Cooke 
Taylor, who was then a statistical writer for the Irish govern
ment , but was also author and translator of many books 
and a leading member of the British Association from its 
foundation. An original member of the Council , Taylor 
might have become an important officer in the Statistical 
Society, but he met an untimely death from cholera in 1849. 
Especially notable was Sir William Wilde, whose connection 
with the Society was due t o his work in the field of demo
graphic statistics, but who was also famous in his day both 
as an oculist and an antiquarian. His name, however, seems 
destined for immortality as that of the father of a writer of 
genius. 

The foundation of the Dublin Statistical Society at this 
particular t ime was the result of a number of influences. 
Perhaps the most immediate was Hancock 's appointment 
as Whately Professor in 1846. Archbishop Whately always 
retained a keen interest in the Chair which he had founded 
in 1832, and he had considerable influence on the work of its 
occupants. To Hancock he suggested the plan of considering 
the application of the principles of Political E conomy to the 
particular case of Ireland in his public lectures. Hancock 
adopted the idea, and since it is evident tha t the scheme for a 
Statistical Society originated with him, it seems reasonable 
to infer that it was an outgrowth of his inquiries into Irish 
conditions in his Whately lectures. In the early years of 
the Dublin Statistical Society there was always a close 
connection between it and the Whately Professors-each of 
the four who had held the Chair up to 1847 received important 
offi ce at the foundation of the Society, and the Archbishop 
himself sta ted that it " had its origin in the lectures of the 
P rofessors of Political Economy. " 1 Viewed from this aspect , 
the formation of the ·Society appears as an expansion of the 
movement for economic studies in Ireland which Whately had 
started in 1832 ; but tha.t the expansion should have occurred 
a t this particular stage was principally due to the notably 
' •sociaJ ' character which H ancock was impart ing to those 
studies. 

1 Whately, " Address at the Annual Meeting of the Social Inquiry 
Society , 3 November , 1851, " page 6. 

[To face page 2. 

WILLIAM NEILSON HANCOCK, 

PRESIDENT, 1881-1882. 



Foundation and Early Days 3 

Certainly there was every reason for investigating the 
economic condition of the country at that time, and making the 
results known to wider audiences than those in the University.• 
Ireland's social distress had never been more evident than 
in 1847, with the Famine at its height. The immediate crisis 
roused the public conscience, and it wa,s right to consider, 
as Hancock did in his first Whately lectures in 1847, how best 
it might be alleviated. Yet it was evident that that crisis, 
however dire, was only an outward manifestation of more 
fundamental evils, the potato blight only its most immediate 
cause. Social scientists and economists could have found 
no more useful work than the investigation of the causes 
and remedies of Ireland's economic wretchedness. 

It was true that this was during a period of economic 
individualism, but this does not mean that there was · no 
desire for reform. In the eighteen-forties particularly there 
was a wide development of humanitarianism and interest in 
social problems. The desire for reform was accompanied by 
a desire for information, particularly in statistical form, 
which might serve as a guide in social improvement. It was 
typical of the time that both ends were sought to be attained 
by means of societies and congresses of all kinds. Westergaard, 
in his " Contributions to the History of Statistics " speaks of 
this as " the Era of Enthusiasm" :-

" Official statistical institutions were founded or re
established in several countries, and numerous statistical 
societies sprang up and worked in co-operation with these 
institutions .... Many motives may have been leading to 
the foundation of these societies, but the most striking one 
seems to have been the interest in social problems." 2 

In the United Kingdom this development must be dated 
from the formation of the Statistical Section of the British 
Association at its Cambridge meeting in 1833. This new . 
section was somewhat irregularly formed as a r sult of the 
visit of Adolphe Quetelet, the famous Belgian astronomer 
and mathematician, who had brought with him important 
statistical papers which could not be received in any other 
section. But "At the concluding meeting of the Statistical 
Section at Cambridge it was resolved that a more permanent 
body was necessary to carry out the views and wishes of the 

1 It is true that the lectures of the Whately Professor were open 
to the public at this period, but they formed a con11ec ted co urse and 
were delivered duri11g the day' a 11d so would natura lly a ttrac t less 
attention than papers on specific topics given a t evening meetings. 

2 H. \ Vestergaard, op. cit (London, 1932), pp . 136 and 141. Italics 
in original t ext. 
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_ Section, and it was agreed to establish a Statistical Society 
in London." 1 

1 The London Statistical Society, which has since become 
the Royal Statistical Society, was formed in March, 1834. 
It had, however, been preceded by the Manchester Statistical 
Society, which first met in September, 1833 and still exists. 2 

Encouraged by the London Society and stimulated by the 
example of local meftings of the British Association, many 
smaller statistical societies appeared throughout the United 
Kingdom at this time ; the establishment, in 1838, of a 
Statistical Society of Ulster, an offshoot of the Belfast 
Natural History and Philosophical Society is noteworthy. 3 

Scarcely any of these societies have survived, and the 
Statistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland can riow 
claim that there are only two similar societies in these Islands 
older than it, and indeed only five in the whole world. 4 

Its foundation, as the Dublin Statistical Society, in 1847, 
cannot be attributed to the influence of a British Association 
visit, for that body had not met in Dublin since 1835. Yet 
the founders certainly had the example of other societies 
before them and, according to Hancock, it was from the 
Statistical Section of the British Association that " the plan 
of this Society was originally taken." 5 

The early activities of the Society largely bear out Wester
gaard's contention that interest in social problems .was 
the main force behind the work of such associations. The 
·Statistical Society of London was founded with the object of 
"procuring, arranging and publishing 'Facts calculated to 
illustrate the Conditions and Prospects of Society ' " and 
its initial Prospectus stated that " The Statistical Society 
will consider it to be the first and most essential rule of its 
conduct to exclude carefully all Opinions from its transactions 
and publications- to confine its attention rigorously to 
facts-and, as far as it may be found possible, to facts which 

1 Babbage: The Exposition of r85r (London, r85r), 2nd ed., p. r S. 
And see Annals of the Royal Statistical Society, r 834-r934 (London, 
r934), chap. i. 

2 See T. S. Ashton: Economic and Social Investigations in Manchester, 
r833-r933, (London, r934). , 

a Belfast Natural H istory and Philosophical Society: Centenary 
Volume, r82r-r92r, (Belfast, r924), p. 23 . See a lso Hume: Learned 
Societies and Printing Clubs of the United K ingdom, (London, r847), 
p. 2r5. Hume says of this Society: " It promised at the time to be very 
useful, but it has never been conducted with spirit, and it is at present 
somewhat in abeyance." 

t See W. F. Willcox, The Chronology of Statistical Societies, American 
Statistical Association Journal, vol. xxix, Dec., r934, p. 4r8. 

s Report of the Council at the Opening of the Sixth Session, r852, P.· _6. 
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can be stated numerically and arranged in tables." 1 From 
the outset the Dublin Statistical Society interpreted its 
objects much 1?~re bro'.1-dly. The inclusion of ' Ec~nomical ' 
as well as Statistical Science gave the new body a wide scope, 
but the Council appears to have considered the two subjects 
as complementary :-

" By our statistical inquiries we promote a taste for accuracy 
of observation and research ; and by the development of 
Political Economy we teach' the application of scientific 
principles to social questions." 2 

In practice, however, this balance was not too ev_enly 
maintained. The first paper ever read before the Society was 
one by Lawson " On the Connexion between Statistics and 
Political Economy," and the Transactions of the first Session 
included a " Notice of a Plan for the Systematic Collection 
of Irish Economic Statistics" produced by a Committee, 
the first of many appointed by the Society to study and 
report on specific problems. But on the other hand it must 
be recorded that those same Transactions include only one 
table which could reasonably be considered to deserve the 
adjective " statistical." Nor did the authors of papers confine 
themselves to detached investigations of social questions 
by the light of scientific principles ; they were free with their 
views and suggestions for reform. . 

The young Society cannot be criticised for having taken 
this trend, however. •-rt need not be stressed again that 
practical schemes of reform were the vital need of the moment, 
and the iminediate success of the Society testifies to the 
interest which its proceedings created. The 81 original 
members had increased to rro at the end of the first Session. 
The second Session closed with 146 members,. the third with 
196. 

Early in 1848 it was proposed to form a " Howard Society" 
for " investigating the nature and effects of legal punish
ments" in Dublin, but at James Haughton's 3 suggestion 
the scheme was abandoned as the aims of the projected 
society came within those of the Statistical Society, a point 
which gives some indication of the scope of its activities 
at the time. Yet despite, or perhaps because of, th'e wide 
range of its inquiries and the interest of the public in them 

1 Annals of the Royal Statistical Society, p. 22. This policy was 
revised in rs57 . • 

2 Report of the Council at the Opening of the Eighth Session, 
Journal D.S.S., vol. i, pp. 5 and 6. 

3 See Biographical Note below, p. 66. 
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'. the Statistical ' itself then came very near to being absorbed 
m a larger body, the Royal Dublin Society. In April, 1848, 
each of the two Societies appointed a Sub-Committee to 
cons!d~r the 'I?rop,osed terr:is of junction' and in June the 
Stat_istical Society s ~ouncil were preparing to submit a 
motion for amalgamat10n to the Annual Meeting. The plan, 
ho~ever, was never carried into effect as the Royal Dublin 
Society could not consent to a reduction of its Associates' 
sub~cription to the figure then charged by the Statistical 
Society, and the latter maintained its distinct existence, 
although it still met in the Royal Dublin Society's premises, 
as it h_ad done since its third public meeting. 

Du_rmg the_ next few years the Society enjoyed increasing 
prestige and mfluence. In May, 1849, Honorary Membership 
was offered to John Stuart Mill, Nassau Senior, G. R. Porter, 
and John MacGregor, M.P.! and thus the Society could 
claim association with the foremost economists and statisti
cians ?f the day._ At the same time its activities were expanding 
steadily. Early m 1849 the Trustees of the Barrington Bequest 
offered the Society the administration of this endowment for 
providing Lectures on Political Economy, for one year. This 
was the beginning of the connection between the Barrington 
Trust and the Statistical Society which has continued up to 
the present day, and it gave a valuable opportunity of 
furthering the obj ects of the Society by means of economic 
teaching throughout the country. The advertisement on 
the subject drawn up by the Council merits quotation in 
full, for it gives a clear summary of the purposes and operation 
of this interesting foundation :-

" REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE BARRINGTON LECTURES ON 
POLITICAL E CONOMY. 

" These lectureships have been established in pursuance of 
the bequest of 1.he late John Barrington, Esq., a merchant 
of the City of Dublin. He bequeathed a sum of money in 
trust to Edward and Richard Barrington, Esqs., to be invested 
in public securities ; the interest arising from which to be 
applied_ to the payment of a fit and proper person or persons, 

1 G. R. Porter (1792-1852) was joint secreta ry of the Board of 
Trade and head of its Statistical Department, set up in 1833. H e was 
also one of the founders of the Statistical Society of London. 

J 9hn MacGregor (1797- 1857) was also associated with the Board 
of Trade before he entered Parliament, and was the author of Commer
cial Statistics : a Digest of the P roductive R esources and Commercial 
Legislation of All Nations. 

See Dictionary of National Biography, vols . xxxv and xlvi. 
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IGUly qualified to give lectures on Political Economy in its. 
most extended and useful sense, ' but particularly as relates 
to the conduct and duty of people to one another '. 

" He directed that the lectures should l;>e given in the· 
various towns and villages in Ireland, without distinction, 
and as often as might be; and that a small admittance sum, 
but not to exceed one shilling in any case, might be required t o: 
bear the expense of the room, etc. , and he left his trustees 
to follow up his plan and wishes in the way they thought 
best for the purpose with means so small; and gave them 
also power to appoint trustees for the purpose, in case they 
should not be able to act themselves individually. 

" The Trustees have authorized the Council of the Dublin 
Statistical Society to appoint one or more lectur~rs, to be 
called BARRINGTON LECTURERS IN POLITICAL ECONOMY to hold 
their appointments until the 5th May, 1850. 

" The lecturer, or some of the lecturers, are to give at least
four lectures in Dublin, and at least twenty-four lectures 
in not less than four of the towns or villages of Ireland. 

"Each lecturer shall be required to publish an abstract of 
all his proposed lectures to the Council, to be submitted 
by the Council to the Trustees for their approval ; and no 
lecturer is t o deliver any lecture the abstract of which has. 
been disapproved by the Council or by the Trustees. 

" Every lecturer must abstain in his lectures from all 
allusions to party politics or religious polemics. 

" Each lecturer must furnish to the Council an account of 
the number of lectures delivered by him, with a statement 
that all his lectures have been in conformity with the t erms. 
of the bequest and the regulations of the Council on the 
subject. 

"No lecturer shall be entitled t o receive any remuneration 
for his services unless three members of the Council, appointed 
for the purpose, shall forward to the Trustees the account 
and statement of the lecturer, with a certificate of their 
approval of the same. 

" The interest of the trust fund to be paid to the lecturers. 
on obtaining certificates, in such proportions as the Council 
shall determine, is £120 in all." The Council proposed to
a:ppo~nt four· lecturers " so that if the duties are equally 
distributed, each lecturer will have to give one lecture in 
Dublin, and six in some provincial town, and his salary 
shall be at least £30.'' 

The first fpur lecturers were James A. Lawson, who acted. 
by invitation, T. W. Moffett , D. Caulfield Heron and W. E .. 

B 
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Hearn. After their appointment applications for courses 
-of lectures were in:vited from literary societies and similar 
bodies throughout the country, these to be responsible for 
the local arrangements. This system met with the approval 
of the trustees and was continued, with only slight variations, 
-down to 1860. 

Another useful undertaking in this period was the com
mencement of the formation of a statistical library. On 6th 
·September, 1850, the Council resolved " That the books 
that have been presented to the Society, and such books 
as shall hereafter be presented to or deposited with the 
Society, be placed under the care of Mr. Richard D. Webb, 
as Librarian, to be by him lent to the members, or to such 
other trustworthy persons as he may approve of ; and that 
the Librarian keep a list of the books presented to, 'or deposited 
with, the Society, ancl a report of the persons to whom they 
are lent, with the dates of their being issued and returned." 
They added a request that members might deposit their own 
copies- of any rare or valuable works on Political Economy 
or Statistics for the benefit of the authors of papers. Diffi
culties of accommodation, however, prevented any consider
able development of the Library scheme at this stage. 

Not only in instruction, but also in reform, the Society 
was becoming more influential. A proposal brought forward 
by Hancock in December, 1848, that " the amendment of 
the law" should be included amongst the objects was rejected 
by the Council, but nevertheless the proceedings of the 
Society were not without effect in this regard. In the Second 
Session Hancock gave several papers on the legal impediments 
t o the transfer of land and at the same time a Committee was 
appointed to inquire into the question. Longfield and Hancock, 
who were members of this Committee, were subsequently 
-called, along with Lawson, t o give evic'lence before a Parlia
mentary Commjttee whose inquiries led up to the passing of 
the Encumbered Estates Act of 1849. 

Up to this time the method of appointing Committees for 
fovestigating social questions in detail had been little used ; 
few of the members could have had time for -this work. The 
Statistical Society did not follow the method of employing 
paid investigators, but there was a new departure in this 
regard in November 1850, when some of the members set 
·up the " Society for Promoting Scientific Inquiries into 
Social Reform," commonly known as the Social Inquiry 
Society. According to the first report of its Council it had 
-0bjects similar to those of the Statistical Society, but sought 

' ~· 
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to attain them in a diff~rent way. "In the St~tistical Society 
the subscription is umform and moderate 111 amount, the 
sub"ects of the papers read at the meetings of the Society 
areJselected by the au~hors, and the authors volunteer their 
services, and are unpa1?. . 

"In the Social Inqmry Society, on the other hand, large 
subscriptions are sought for ; one subscription last year 
amounted to £25, there were several of £5, and the lowest 
or ordinary subscription amounts to double the subscription 
to the Statistical Society; the subjects and authors are 
both selected by the Council, and the authors are paid for 
their reports. 

" In consequence of these differences in the means used, 
the Council of the Social Inquiry Society are enabled to obtain 
reports on complicated and difficult investigations, entirely 
beyond the reach of the voluntary and unpaid exertions of 
individual inquirers in the Statistical Society." 1 

Between 1850 and 1855 the Social Inquiry Society pub
lished eight reports2 paying £20 to the author of each. 
For the most part the reports dealt, not directly with 
social conditions, but with the state of the law as affecting 
those conditions. Reformist rather than merely descriptive 
in character, they all included suggestions for the amendment 
of existing laws or the introduction of new ones, and in some 
cases, such as Lawson's report on the law with respect to 
wills, led to the introduction of legislation subsequently. 

1 Social Inquiry Society : Report of the Council read at the Annual 
Meeting, 3 November, 1851, pp. 7-8. 

2 See Index below. 



CHAPTER II. 

CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT, r850-r862 

BY the end of its t~ir9- session, the Dublin Statistical Society 
had become a flounshmg and very active body. It continued 
to grow and prosper through~ut_ the next decade and beyond, 
but t~er_e we~e m_any_ changes m its organisation and activities, 
an~ it 1s with its mternal affairs that the historian must 
chiefly be concerned at this stage. 

Ev1de1:ce of public interest in the Society is provided by 
the co?tmued growth o~ membership, but apparently the 
ent~us1asn:1 of new recrmts was not always long maintained 
for m their Report at the Conclusion of the Third Session 
the ~ouncil complained that many subscriptions remained 
unpaid and announced their decision to limit the number of 
_mem~ers to 200 on this ~ccount, " with the understanding 
that, 1f the number of candidates for admission should continue 
to exceed the number of vacancies caused by the rejection 
of members for non-payment, the limit of the number of 
men:1bers_ s~all be raised from time to time." This state of 
affairs did m fact continue to exist, so that the restriction 
?n _the . number of members was lifted in 1856. A further 
~nd1cat10_n of the healthy condition of the Society at the time 
1s that it proved necessary, in the same year to hold an 
extra meeting "_owing to the number of papers brought 
~orward fo_r read~ng before the Society being so great that 
it se~med 1mposs1ble to get through them all at the ordinary 
meetmgs." 

1\ t t~e . same time there was a further widening of the 
Society s mfluence and its example came to be followed in 
oth~r parts ?f the country. After his appointment to the 
Chair of Junsp;udence and Political Economy in the newly 
founded Queens College, Belfast, Hancock set up, in Dec
e~~er r85r, the Belfast Soci~l Inquiry Society, with obj ects 
similar to, but somewhat wider than those of its Dublin 
predecessor. It was arranged that members of the new 
northern Society be admitted to the Dublin one without 
payment of entrance fee, and members of each Society 
received the publications of the other. 

ro 
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Jn June, 1852, a ~roposal ~ame from Cor~ " sugg~st_ing 
the formation in that city of a Vital and Economical Statistical 
Society as a branch of the Dublin Statistical Society." The 
Council requested James Haughton "to examine into the 
expe<µency of entering into the proposed arrangement," 
but there is no record of his report and apparently the proposal 
came to nothing. 1 

Jn the smaller towns, where adequate support for a separate 
Statistical Society would naturally not be forthcoming, the 
Barrington Lectures continued to develop interest in economic 
matters. There were constant reports of the popularity of the 
lectures and the demand for courses continually exceeded the 
number which could be given. Generally the lectures were 
given under the auspices of a local Literary Society or 
Mechanics' Institute; in r852, Cliffe Leslie, who had just 
given two papers on the " State of Mechanics' Institutions " 
proposed that such bodies should be taken into association 
as 'Corresponding Societies,' under regulations similar to 
those for Corresponding Members, but also providing for an 
exchange of publications. The Council adopted this suggestion 
in August, 1852, and twenty-four such Corresponding 
Societies were immediately elected. 

One effect of this new arrangement was to make the 
management of the Barrington Lectures considerably easier, 
but the next annual Report of the Council showed that it 
had wider purposes also :-

" By this arrangement we hope to extend the usefulness 
of the Society, by making its objects and publications more 
generally known throughout Ireland. We hope also, by the 
publications which we shall receive in exchange, to collect 
perfect statistics as to the state and proceedings of the literary 
and scientific societies and mechanics' institutes in Ireland, 
and thus to carry out the suggestion _of Mr. Cliffe Leslie by 
laying the foundation for a union amongst these bodies at 
some future period, on a plan similar to that which has been 
prop9sed by Mr. Harry Chester, and carried out by the Society 
of Arts in England." 2 

While the Society was thus developing its position insidi:: 
Ireland, it was also forging new links with the rest of the 

1 There did exist a Cork Economical Society, founded in 1819, but 
this was purely a Tradesman's Friendly Society, and was in no way 
connected with the project mentioned here. 

t Report of the Council at the opening of the Sixth Session, 15 Nov., 
1852, p. 6. On Chester's Union of Mechanics Institutions see Sir Henry 
Trueman Wood: History of the Royal Society of Arts (London, 1913), 
pp. 369 et seq. 
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world. A number of English and Continental Associations 
~ntered int? correspondence or exchanged publications with 
it-the Society of Arts and the Law Amendment Society in 
~853, the . Societe Be~g~ d'Economi~ Polifique in 1856 and 

the Society_ of Political . E~onom1sts at Paris " in 1857. 
In 1851 the Drrector of Statistics of the United States, J. C. G. 
Kennedy, ~ad a~ke~ t~e help of_th_e Council towards securing 
greater :umformrty m the statistical researches of different 
governments ' whilst in 1856 the French Consul in Dublin 
:,vrote on beh~lf ?f his Amba~s'.1dor in London " inquiring 
mto the orgamsat10n and cond1t10n of the Dublin Statistical 
Society.'.' 

Another development of some significance was the increasing 
part . taken by mem~ers in the numerous congresses and 
me~tm&"s. of the penod. The Council had suggested the 
des1rabil1ty. of_ membe~s attending and making contributions 
to the Statistical Sec~10n of the British Association as early 
as 1848 ; Hancock himself was the first of our members to• 
:ead a paper before that body, at its Edinburgh meeting 
m 1850, but others shortly followed his example. When the 
first International Statistical Congress, held at Brussels in 
1853, was projected, the Council planned to have the Society 
adequately represented. 1 In 1852 a deputation was sent to 
the ' Conference on the Commercial Code for the Three 
Kingdoms ' and in 1856, Henry Dix Hutton attended the 
Brussels Free Trade Congress and International Association 
for Customs Reform and gave a report of its proceedings to• 
the Council. 

T~e ordin~ry transactions of the Society during these years. 
r~tained therr predominantly social character, even though 
S1r Robert Kane, addressing the Society in 1851, had appealed 
for a fuller development of its statistical side and the Council 
at the ,s~me time had pr?pose_d that investig_ations might be 
made mto th~ fluctuat10ns m wages and m the prices of 
food and clothmg, throughout Ireland,' somewhat after the 
~anner of the early surveys of the Manchester Statistical Soc-
1ety2. The pape:s of the period f~ithfully reflect the importance 
of c_urr~nt social. an~ economic events-the land question 
retams its_ perenmal interest, but the economic consequences. 
of the Cnmean war and the gold discoveries in California 
and Australia receive their full share of attention. 

The work of the society and the scope of its inquiries were,. 
1 See Report of the Council read at the Annual Meeting, 19th No v., 

1851, p. 18. 
2 Ibid, p . 19. See Ashton: Economic and Social Jm•estigations in 

Manchester, 1833-1933, pp. 13 et seq. 
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n I affected by important changes in organisa
h;owevric~t\000t\1ace in 1855. In March of t~1at ye~r _the 
ti0 ~Jinquiry Society was merged into the Dublm Statrs~rcal 
~ hich took over its funds and placed them in a 
Socci!fi' :stablished "So_c\al !nquiry .Fund" to be use~ for 
8~ducfing scientific inqumes mto social reforJ':1· The objects c1 th Statistical Society were corre~pondmgly enlarged 
0 d ·te busr·ness became "the promot10n of the study of 
an 1s J · d " A Statistics, Political Economy and unspru ence. s a 

It f these changes many papers on the amendment of 
resu O s · t · th t few years the law were brought before the 0~1~ y m e nex , 
as well as others on sanitary condrtr?ns an~ pen_ology._ The 
Society could now be said to deal with s_ocral scr~nc~ 11: the 
widest sense, and indeed when Lor? BSr~ugham s ~ at10nal 
Association for the Promotion of Social ~1enc~ was maugur
ated at Birmingham in 1857, the Cou?crl pomte~ ~ut that 
" the sphere of the l~bours _of the N at10nal ~ssociat10n . . . 
corresponds in essential partrc~lars to ~hat w~rch was adopted 
by our Society when the Social Inqmry Society was merged 
in it_''l 

The Council were of the opinion that t~e enlargemen~ of 
its objects had proved beneficial to the S<?crety,_ and certamly 
many valuable papers were read and mqumes conducted 
during the next few years. A. considera_ble development of 
the system of inquiries by special Comm1!t~es was a nat_u:al 
result of the amalgamation, but the v1s1t. of the 1?ntrs_h. 
Association to Dublin in 1857 also had some m:fluence m this. 
respect. A number of such Committe~s we:e formed _under 
the section of Statistics and Econorruc Science (as it ~ad 
then become), and the members of _01;1r Society took an ac~1ve 
part in them, as well as in the orgamsmg ~or_k an_d proceedings 
of the Section. The visit of the Association in fact had a 
double effect in stimulating the interest of members of_ the 
Dublin Statistical Society in social investi~ations and strmu-
lating the interest of the p~blic in the S?c1ety. . 

It is interesting to consider the vanous quest10ns wh!ch. 
were examined in this way and the type of refor:ms wh~ch 
the Society sought. Decimal currency was _o?e s1;1b1ect which. 
received considerable attention and a petrt10n m favour of 
it was presented to the House of ~ommons by W. Pollard. 
Urquhart, in 1855, signed by Archbishop Whately and some 

1 Re ort of the Council at the Opening of the E leventh Se?sion, 
]ourn!z D.5.5. , vol. ii , p. 141. See.also the Report at the opening of 
14th Session, Journal D.5.5 .. , vol. lll , P· 4· 

The Dublin Statistical Society became a Corporate Member of the
National Association for Promotion of Social Science rn 18.58. 
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of the most influential members of the Society. Frequent 
efforts were made to obtain greater security for depositors 
in charitable savings banks, which were then very poorly 
supervised and managed, and the Society gave early and 
strong support to plans for post-office savings banks. Defects 
in the Poor Laws, particularly the rearing of children in 
workhouses, were often discussed and a special inquiry into 
the history and principles of the Irish Poor Law was instituted 
in 1860. But perhaps the most important of the inquiries of 
this period was that concerning registration of marriages, 
births and deaths. Such registration was not made compulsory 
in Ireland until 1863, and many social inquiries were gravely 
hindered in consequence. The Statistical Society was not 
slow to point this out, and attention was drawn to the need 
for registration in the report of one of its Committees, 
appointed in 1858. 

Shortly before the amalgamation with the Social Inquiry 
Society was carried out, another small, but significant, change 
in arrangements was made. During the first seven sessions 
the Society had adopted the plan of publishing each paper 
in pamphlet form, separately paged, but title pages were 
issued so that these could be collected into volumes of 
' Transactions.' This proved, as the Council stated in 1855, 
• very unfavourable to the preservation of the papers.' So 
in January of that year the Society commenced the publi
cation of papers 'at stated periods and collectively' in the 
form of a Journal. The present scarcity of the early volumes 
of Transactions, and the advantages for research in having 
proceedings collected in a continuous series of Journals, 
indicate the wisdom and importance of the change. 

The development of the Society also brought about note
worthy changes in the arrangements for meetings. The 
Statistical Society never possessed its own premises and 
for ten years continued to meet in those of the Royal Dublin 
Society. 1 At first, accommodation was provided not only 
for the meetings themselves, but also for giving refreshments 
.afterwards, but the Royal Dublin Society refused to allow 
this after 1855. Apparently this had an adverse effect on 
the Statistical Society, the members not being entirely 
satisfied with purely intellectual fare. The Council therefore 
sought renewal of the privilege in 1857, making the striking 
claim that they " deemed it essential " if Irish statisticians 
were to " take their place creditably in the ranks of the 
promoters of social inquiries throughout the Empire." This, 

1 See above, p. 6. 
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t . ress the Royal Dublin Society, did not seem o rmp . 
1 ver, t the desired concess10n. 

'eh failed to gran t make any mention of this 
It would be unnecess~? f for the fact that it was the 

tonn in a teac~p were i non e in the relations bet'h'.een 
s relude to a? importan~n c~~ ~ the Royal Dublin So:ie_ty ihe two bodies. Eari. . 1he various Scientific Societies 
adopted pr?posals !or r!;fftg Societies entering the Union 
in Dublin mto 1:mon ~i . he same evening as the Ro):al 
were to hold their meetmg_s on t . and all the Societies 
Dublin So~iety, and on r1~s t~r:m;;:~on refreshment room. 
were to adjourn after:r- D blin Society were to have the 
Members of ~h_e . Roy ssoc~ted Societies without entrai:ice 
privilege of 1om~g ftalf subscription, whilst those belongmg 
fee and on payme~ ~ . d rtain rivileges of member
to Associated Societies rc~ve_ tee Both classes of members 
ship of the Royal Du_b _ml ocit ittending any or all of the 
were to have the pnvi ege o 

evening meetings. leted by the Royal 
When t~ese regu2ationJ ~e{:e 1~~1Jstical Society at once 

Dublin Society the ou1:1c o 1 for its admission " into 
authorised the Secretanes to app y d to be conferred."2 
a particip~ti<:>n of the benefits t~/~~~f:~es was approve~ of 
The associat10n ~et~een ~h~t in June 1858. Some alterations 

f ii ~~!\:;~ cir~~~ i~i~tfstf~a~;~~:~r e:j~;e~e~~~S~~~il~~~ 
as a considerable _n~ber_ o irtue of their belonging to the 
of reduced ~ubscnl?t10n\~n v al subscription was raised 
Royal. Dublm Society, t . e aa~~~ure financial position. The 
to £r m order to m~m an1; te and considerabl~ improvement 
actual result_ wa~ an immedia and indeed the early results 
in the Soci_etr s fin_a~ce:he Royal Dublin Society ~eem to 
of the associat10n wit . direction . the Reports of 
have been_ f~vourable md ev~~~ stress the benefits derived 
the Council m 1859 an 1 

from it · · ther . . chan es were also occurnng m ano 
In the meantrm~ , , g . ities-the management of the 

branch of the Society sMactiv 859 the Council addressed a 
Barrington Trus~. In ay, 1

1 
tur~rs which is worth repro

lette: of _instructions hto i~it eft thro~s on the purpose and 
duct10n m part for t e ig . . 
conduct of the lectures at the time .-

. • he Ro al Dublin Society's reIJly are 
1 The Councils le~ter anst t ~illin's Historical Memoirs, PP· 

reproduced in full m S. annon 

55-6. · -·1 6th 1858 
2 Minutes of Council Meeting, Apu ' . 
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" Sir, 
We are directed by the Council of the Dublin Statistical 

Society to state for your guidance the course of proceeding 
with regard to your Lectures which the Council would wish 
you to adopt . .. It is right that you should know that the 
circumstance which led Mr. Barrington to found the Lecture
ship was a combination of workmen against the firm of which 
he was a member. He was struck with the ignorance of their 
own true interests which the workmen displayed, and he 
thought if they had been better inforrr.ed they would not 
have entered into unwise Combinations to regulate Wages. 

The Council observe that recently there have been in 
Ireland several cases of Combinations against machinery;· 
for example, that of the agricultural labourers against reaping 
machines in the County of Kilkenny, of the shoe-makers and 
tailors against sewing machines, and of the small against the 
large shopkeepers in Dublin, and of the weavers against 
power looms at Lurgan. 

Keeping in view, therefore, the circumstances under which 
the Barrington Lectureship was founded, and the intention 
of the founder, the Council would wish each Lecturer to 
devote one lecture at least to the subject of combinations. 
amongst workmen-the Lecture to be based ?n ascertained 
facts and applications of principle to them. The Lecturer 
should consider not only the conduct of the workmen, but 
also the means by which the partial suffering incidental to 
industrial progress may be diminished. 

As to the other Lectures the Council think it desirable that 
the Lecturer should select practical questions in illustration of 
general principle rather than treat of the principles of Political 
Economy in the abstract. Such questions as Emigration, 
the effects of the Discovery of Gold: the Ship-owners' com
plaints as to Navigation Laws, the Paper Duties, and other 
unwise ]Jlodes of raising a revenue, would afford opportunities 
of illustrating some of the chief principles of Political Economy. 
Such illustrations would, in the opinion of the Council, be 
more attractive than abstract expositions of the elementary 
parts of the Science. 

We are, Sir, 
Your obedient servants, 

W. Neilson Hancock I 
J. E . Cairnes ;-Hon. Sees.''~ 
Henry Dix Hutton j 

1 Minutes of Council Meeting, 17th May, 1859. Reproduced in His
torical Memoirs, pp. 45- 6. 

[ To face page 16. 

JOHN BARRINGTON, 

1800-1836. 
FOUNDER OF THE BARRINGTON LECTURESHIP. 



Change and Development 17 

the tune when these instructions were issued, the original 
of appointing a ~umber of 1:,ectu:ers (usually four) each 
by simple select10n, was still bemg followed. In May, 

~ however, the Council discussed the future of the Lecture
abip at length with the Trustee and a new plan for administer
big the Trust was adopted. Under this, there was to be only 
one Lecturer, elected for a period of three years. He was to 
deliver four courses of Lectures, three in provincial t owns 
and one in Dublin, and receive a salary of £120 per annum. 
In addition, the arrangements for appointing the Lecturer 
were made considerably more elaborate. Each candidate was 
required to read before th~ Council a lecture of his own 
composition and subsequently to lecture extempore, at one 
day's notice, on a subject chosen by them. These somewhat 
nerve-racking contests were open to the public as well as to 
members of the Society ; the first was held in the Dublin 
Athenreum, Anglesea Street, in May, 1861, and resulted in 
the selection of Andrew M. Porter, of Queen's College, Belfast. 
a barrister. This method of appointing Lecturers was 
continued until 1870, although after the first occasion the 
extempore lecture was replaced by an oral examination. 

Before these arrangements were completed, another 
important topic began to engage the attention of the Council
the question of a visit to Dublin by the National Association 
for the Promotion of Social Science. The suggestion that an 
invitation should be sent to the Association was first made 
by Joseph Napier, the former Lord Chancellor of Ireland, 
who had been President of the Department of Jurisprudence 
when the Association met in Liverpool in 1858. The Council 
took the view that there would not be sufficient time to 
organise support for an invitation to meet in Dublin in 1861, 
and intended instead to prepare one for 1862. The Royal 
Dublin Society, however, forestalled them by inviting the 
Social Science Congress (as the Association was often called) 
to Dublin in 1861, and its meeting was held there in August 
of that year. The Statistical Society offered its fullest co
opera,tion to the Royal Dublin Society to ensure the success 
of the meeting, and its members took a prominent part in 
the work of the Congress. So great was the influence of this 
meeting on the organisation .of the Statistical Society, that 
it seems necessary to preface an account of it by some indi
cation of the nature and objects of the National Association 
for the Promotion of Social Science. 

The Association was somewhat similar in form to the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science. It was divided 
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into a number of departments, at this time six-Jurisprudence, 
Education, Reformatories, Public Health, Social Economy, 
and Trade and International Law. The Association met 
annually in various towns throughout the United Kingdom 
and each Department held separate meetings, with its own 
Preside~t, Vice-Presidents and Secretaries. The permanent 
officers mcluded some of the principal jurists and economists 
of the day and a remarkable number of Members of 
Parliament, which added greatly to the influence of the 
Association. 

The idea behii:id the organisation was that society was 
developed accordmg to fixed and ascertainable principles or 
laws " and that the best method of applying those principles 
for the production of human happiness is a fit subject for 
inquiry."' This was accompanied by a strong belief in the 
unity of the social sciences, which accounted for the wide 
scope of the Association. From the outset the activities of 
the ' Social Science Congress ' were avowedly reformist. 
The jurisprudence section achieved much in simplification 
and amendment of the law ; in economic matters purely 
abstract inquiries were avoided and " a union between the 
moral and economical sciences" sought, while in other 
departments also practical work was the main concern. 
Another important aspect of the Association was the encour
agement_ it gave to the employment of women, and the large 
part which they were allowed to take in its activities. The 
Society for Promoting the Industrial Employment of Women, 
the Ladies' Sanitary Association and the Workhouse Visiting 
Society were all formed in connection with it. 

Such was the character of the Congres~ which met in Dublin, 
continuing in session for a week, under the presidency of 
Lord Brougham, to hear more than 170 papers and addresses 
whose authors included such distinguished persons as Michel 
Chevalier, Florence Nightingale and Edwin Chadwick. 
Members of the Statistical Society were well to the fore 
in the proceedings- Joseph Napier was again President of the 
Jurisprudence Department, Thomas O'Hagan, then Attorney
General, of _the Punishment and Reformation Department, 
and Mountifort Longfield of the Department of Social 
Economy, whilst Hancock and John Lentaigne · acted as 
Local Secretaries along with J. F. Waller of the Royal Dublin 
Society. The members of the Association heard more than 
twenty papers from their colleagues in the Statistical Society, 

1 G. W. Hastings : Introduction to the Transactions of the National 
Association for Promotion of Social Science, 1861, p. xvii. 
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entertained by them at a Conversazione held in 
w~rt Kane's Museum of Irish Industry. 

s!°'fa.rge and important an assembly was bound to have '.'1-

nsiderable influence; no wonder that the Council 
%/~tatistical Society declared in their next Report th~t 
obe meeting "must be regarde~ as the co~m~ncement ~n 
~ 1 d of a period when sub1ects of social mterest will 
bre a;forward receive greater attention than hitherto h~d 
~~ generally given to them." 1 T~e visit. of the S?cral 
Science Congress not only stirred local mterest i_n the subJec~s 
with which it dealt, but also set an example wluch 1:he Dubh'.1 
Statistical Society was not slow to follow. At the <;ouncil 
meeting on 1st October, 186I, "Dr. Hancock submit_te~ a 
proposal for modifying the arrangements. of the S~atrstical 
Society so as to provide for the more efficiei:it pursmt o~ the 
distinct branches of Social Science with whic~ the Natio_nal 
Association dealt. The modification to consist m the appomt
ment of Secretaries and a Committ~e for ~a~h Departme_nt 
and adopting the name of the Dublm Statistical and ?ocral 
Inquiry Society. He threw the proposal out for_th~ cons_idera
tion of members of Council and announced lus mtent~on of 
bringing forward a complete plan '.1-t the next ~eetmg of 
Council." A Committee was appomted to consider t~ese 
proposals and brought in a report, the ~ain_ recommendations 
of which were the division of the Society m~o three. depart
ments and the admission of ladies as Associates, this latter 
chiefly because branches of the three ladies' societies ~onnect~d 
with the National Association had been formed m Dublm 
after its visit. A proposal for the formation of a proper 
statisti\:al library was also included in the report. 

These recommendations were accepted in principle by the 
Council, the Committee prepared revised laws i~1eorpora~ing the 
changes, and a motion to adopt these was earned unammously 
at an Extraordinary Meeting held on 21st February, 1862. 
The principal changes were :-

" r. The extension of the objects of the Society to all 
questions of Social Science. 

2. The change of the name of the Society to that of the 
Statistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland. 

3. The admission of Ladies, and residents beyond ~f~een 
miles from Dublin, as associates, at ten shillmgs 
subscription. 

1 Report of the Council at the Opening of the Fifteenth Session, 
Journal D.S.S .. vol. iii , p. 129. 
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4. The division of the Society's business into three 
departments:-

!.- Jurisprudence and Amendment cf the Law, 
including the subject of Punishment and the 
Reformation of Criminals. 

II.- Social Science, including E ducation; Politi :al 
Economy, including the principles of Trade 
and Commerce. 

III.- Public Health and Sanitary Reform. 

5. The appointment of a Member of Council, with some 
members of the Society associated, to take charge of 
each department. 

6. The number of meetings of the Society to be increased 
from seven to twelve in each session. " 

These changes were to take effect from the termination of 
the session 1861- 62. 1 .. 

The re-organisation of the Society necessitated a revision 
of its relationship with the Royal Dublin Society. The 
association with that body had not , for some years, proved 
wholly satisfactory. In r86o the Royal Dublin Society had 
proposed t o discontinue the common refreshment scheme, 
owing to its cost and complaints of the inconvenience caused 
by several societies meeting on the same night so that members 
could only hear the papers in one. The Council of the Statisti
cal Society fully agreed that the arrangements were incon
wnient, but insisted on the need for them to have a Conver
sazione with refreshments after meetings and reiterated 
their former claim for a wholly separate meeting on the 
Royal Dublin Society's premises. Again, the Royal Dublin 
Society could not see their way to meeting this claim and 
the old arrangements were continued for the time being. 
With the proposed alteration in the constitution of the 
Statistical Society it became necessary to seek further 
facilities from its ass0ciated Society- permission to hold an 
increa13ed number of meetings, to admit ladies, and to meet 
on different nights from the Royal Dublin Society was 
required, as well as accommodation on the latter's premises 
for the proposed Statistical Library. Negotiations with the 
Royal Dublin Society to obtain these concessi.:ms failed to 
produce any satisfactory result, but the Council decided to 
go forward with the new arrangements even though it should 

1 Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting," 21st February, 1862 . Repro
duced in H istorical Memoirs, p . 6r. 
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k" g an entirely new place of meeting. Accordingly, 
e o=:a:~s wrote to the Royal Dublin Society on 26th 

l(arch, 1862:- . 
" Toe Council desire us to express their regret that it do~s 

a ear to suit the arrangements of th~ Royal _Dublm 
not. tP to afford the increased accommoda t1011 re9mred _by 
So~i~iciety in order that it mar ke~p pace wit~ the 1~creasn~g 
~elo ment and wider apphcat10n of Social Science m fre1ana, and that we are therefore compell~d to make arrange-

nts for the future meetings of the Society elsewh~re_ than 
me the remises of the Royal Dublin Society and to_ mtim~te 
~~ the l:ouncil of the Royal D_ub_lin Soc~ety ,~~e d1ssolut10n . 
of the union with it of the Statistical Society. 

Th ·n r862 the " Dublin Statistical Society, in Assoc~at_ion 
·th ut~~ Royal Dublin Society " became the " Statistical 

Wl . f I 1 d " and Social Inquiry SoCiety o re an . 

1 See also " Amendment of Laws, " H istorical Memoirs , PP· 57-6o. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE SOCIETY IN ITS PRIME, 1862- 1889 

RE-NAMED and reorganised, the Statistical and Social Inquiry 
Society of Ireland continued its career under the most favour
able auspices. The first years after the adoption of the new 
laws were amongst the most prosperous and successful which 
the Society ever enjoyed. There was a rapid increase in 
nur-i:ibers-at the · c~mmencement of the se_ssion 1864-65 the· 
Society had 261 ordmary members and 22 associates. Attend
ances at meetings were constantly large and even for the· 
increased number of meetings there was a ready supply of 
papers. Any ordinary meeting was certain to produce an 
aud~ence of about _eighty, while the Inaugural Meetings each 
sess10n were particularly large and distinguished affairs
sufficiently distinguished to merit t he attendance of the 
Lord Lieutenant and his suite. The first Inaugural Meeting 
after the reorgani ation was attended by 59 members and 
rr5 visitors, of whom 59 were ladies ; in 1869 the total 
attendance at the Annual Meeting had swelled to 338. A few 
years earlier, in 1864, the Council had passed a vote of thanks. 
to the . Dubli!1, Wicklow and Wexford Railway for providing 
a special tram after the Inaugural Meeting. 

By comparison with the far-reaching changes of the 
preceding few years, the alterations in the internal affairs 
of the Society during this period were slight. The ociety 
now met regularly in the Friends' Institu te, 35 Molesworth 
Street, where accommodation for its books was also obtained_ 
The departmental system was put into operation, two members 
being appointed as Secretaries to each department ; in 1862, 
and again in 1864, lists of 'Topics for Investigation and 
Discussion ' in each department were prepared, distributed 
to members and printed in the J ournal. The contacts of 
the Society were extended by the election of foreign corres
ponding members, including the consuls of France, Italv 
and the United States then resident in Dublin. A number 
of other Sucieties were taken into correspondence, such as 
the American Geographical and Statistical Society, and the 
American Association for t lie P romotion of Social Science .. 

22 
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Society continued to send representatives to the principal 
ces and meetings; noteworthy in this respect was the 

ing of the Social Science Congress at Belfast in 1867, where 
number of Statistical members read papers. 
One important change did occur at this time-in the tenure 

of the Presidency. That office had been held by Archbishop 
Whately from the day of the foundation until his death in 
x863, but his successor, Judge Longfield, " expressed his 
wish that the office of President should only be for a term of 
years and not for life." Since that time no President has 
held office for more than five years. 

In regard to the work of the Society, t he claim made by 
the Council at the opening of the Session 1863-64 was not 
unjustified :-" Its early purposes are diligently worked out ; 
in new paths of usefulness energy is exerted.'' All three 
departments secured a series of useful papers and the scope 
of the Society was certainly much widened, but a certain 
dominance of the Jurisprudence department begins to become 
noticeable after a time. At the outset, however, contributions 
were remarkably varied. 

In the late 'fifties and early 'sixties a succession of poor 
harvests threatened to negative the recovery which had been 
achieved since the Famine, and this state of affairs gave 
rise to an interesting group of papers in which the statistical 
evidence of the country's economic condition was variously 
interpreted. The first , read in May, 1862, was Denis Caulfield 
Heron's " Historical Statistics of Ireland." Hernn's contention 
was that there had been a steady and prolonged decline in 
the condition of the country, at tributable to defects in the 
land system. This view was strongly opposed by Randal 
McDonnell, who challenged Heron 's figures and conclusions 
in a paper entitled "Statist ics of Irish Prosperity." The 
question was raised again in the following year when J ohn 
Kells Ingram opened the Seventeenth Session with an Address 
containing "Considerations on the State of Ireland." In this 
~e took a favourable view of emigration, but warned that 
it_ would not solve the difficulties of Ireland, especially in 
view of agricultural competition from the New World. To 
meet the situation he advocated legislation to provide " perfect 
s~curity for capital employed in agriculture" and an assimila
tion of the Irish to the E nglish poor-laws so that the Irish 
peasants would not be compelled, through fear of the work
ho?se, to resist consolidatioh of their holdings. With these 
adjustments, he considered that the future prosperity of 
the country could be secured. 

C 
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In the same year Hancock presented an official report to 
the Lord Lieutenant " On the Supposed Progressive Decline 
of Irish Prosperity " in which he declared that " All the 
statistics I have examined appear to me to refute the theory 
of progressive decline." But Heron was not convinced and 
reiterated his views in a later paper on ' Ireland in 1864: 
condemning the emigration, which Ingram thought natural 
and useful, as a symptom of serious and long-standing evils 
in social organisation. 

This whole controversy was bound up with the land question, 
which continued to receive its full share of attention. While 
questions of land transfer and registration of title were still 
treated in a number of papers, the fact that the working of 
the Landed Estates Court had not ended agricultural distress. 
seems to have been recognised in an increasing discussion 
c,f security of tenure and the propriety or otherwise of a 
general recognition of tenant-right. 

In February, 1866, at the instigation of Jonathan Pim, the 
Council obtained from Randal McDonnell a ' Report on the 
Impediments to express Contracts as to the Occupation of 
Land in Ireland.' This is noteworthy in that it represented 
a revival of the old ' Social Inquiry ' system of obtaining 
paid reports on special questions from qualified investigators. 
The system, which had been in abeyance for some years, 
now came into prominence again, and this was the first 
of a number of such reports obtained by the Council. 

Several new and important social questions ·also found a 
place in the discussions of the Society at thic; time. One 
which occupied much attention from 1865 to 1870 was railway 
reform. The Railway Regulation Act of 1844 gave the Govern
ment the power to purchase any railway after the lapse of 
21 years from the passing of its special Act. For more than 
a decade from 1865 there was strong agitation, in and out of 
Parliament, for the exercise of this power in the case of Irish 
r~ilways. The ownership of Irish l~nes was very widely 
diffused and there were many complamts of excessive rates. 
and fares and inefficient operation, which it was felt could 
be remedied by consolidation under State ownership, if not 
State management. The Society heard a number of papers . 
on this subject and in general their readers, like the great 
majority of Irishmen at the time, were strongly in favour 
of State purchase in some form. 1 

A study of the Proceedings of this period reveals much 
1 For a full account of this agitation, and the Statistical Society's 

part in it, see Conroy: A History of Railways in Ireland (London, 1928) . 
chapter v. 

The Society in its Prime 25 

and favourable discussion of social changes which it is 
customary to regard a$ unheard of until much more 
t days. The first paper which this Society ever had 

from a lady was read by Mrs. Charlotte Stoker on 13th May, 
:t863 • she treated of the "Necessity for a State Provision 
for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb in Ireland." In 
I866 Professor Arthu: Houston spoke strongly in fav~~r of 
•• Extension of the Field for Employment of Women but 
even in 1862 James A. Lawson was able to inform members 
that the newly formed " Society for the Employment ?f 
Educated Women " 1 had taught useful trades to 232 pupils 
and found employment for 86 of them. In 1867, Alfre~ We?b, 
an active member who had undertaken 1:he work ?f Librar~an 
to the Society, read a paper advocatmg the mtroduct10n 
of women's franchise. 

The praiseworthy movement f_or improvement in housing 
conditions in towns was helped m Ireland by the advocacy 
of the Statistical Society. In 1864 and 1865 Dr. E. D. 
Mapother, afterward_s Dublin's M~dical Offi~~r of_ Health, 
read a series of three papers on samtary conditions m towns, 
which were not without influence in securing the passage 
of the Sanitary Act, 1866. · 

Nor was this the only case in which the Society might 
claim that its work had produced practical results. In 1860 
a paper by Hancock on the long hours worked by Journeymen 
Bakers attracted so much public attention that a special 
commission was appointed by the government to investigate 
the question, and an Act of 1863 limited hours of work and 
regulated conditions in bakehouses. Two Acts of 1865 _co:uld 
be traced to ideas which were first developed at Statistical 
Society meetings-the Record of Title Act, based on the plan 
set forth by Sir Robert Torrens, Registrar-General of South 
Australia, in a paper read in 1863, and the Land Debenture 
Act, which followed the lines of Mountifort Longfield's 
" Proposal for an Act to authorize the issue of Land Deben
tures in connexion with Sales made by the Landed Estates 
Court," made to the Society in 1861. And when the Land Act 
of 1870 was passed, the Society could at least claim that in 
papers and reports •it had earnestly sought a solution of the 
land problem throughout the twenty-three years of its 
existence, and that one of its original members, "Honest 
Hugh Law," had helped in the drafting of the Act. 

During the eighteen-seventies came t~e first faint_ hint 
of a weakening in the position of the Society. Its penod of 

1 See above, pp. 1 8 and 19 . 



26 History of the Society 

rapid development was past, but it still held the ground which 
it had gained. The Inaugural meetings were no longer such 
notable occasions as they had been in the sixties, and the 
flow of new members was neither so large nor so regular, 
but the affairs of the Society remained on a comfortably 
sound basis, and its work continued with undiminished 
vigour. Some few changes in arrangements were made, chief 
amongst them the reorganisation of the Barrington Lectures. 
Attendances at these had been diminishing for some years 
under the old system, a fact which the Council attributed 
to the growth of local societies providing lectures of their 
own. Accordingly in r870 the scope of the Lectures was 
widened to increase their popularity and they became known 
as the" Barrington Lectures on Social Science." At the same 
time the Council reverted to the old method of selecting two 
lecturers annually. 

A completely new plan was adopted in 1873, when the 
lectures were turned into teaching lectures with examinations 
and prizes awarded by local committees .. The lecturers were 
selected by the local committees, and approved of by the 
Barrington Lecture Committee of the Council. They were 
divided into two classes, (i) University prizemefl in Political 
Economy, (ii) Schoolmasters who, having passed a qualifying 
examination, obtained a certificate to teach Political Economy 
from the Barrington Lecture Committee, 1 On the average 
ah.out sixty students received instruction in this way each 
year ; the scheme remained in force for some twenty years. 

At this same time, the Council undertook another education
al duty, assisting the Inspector of Army Schools in examining 
soldiers and soldiers' children in military schools for the 
Society of Arts, but this does not appear to have continued 
for long. 

The chief interest of this period, however, is in the papers 
read before and reports prepared for the Society. While a 
number of papers on the land question continued to be 
presented after r870, the change in their emphasis is note
worthy for they plainly show an increasing interest in peasant 
proprietorship. G. Shaw Lefevre, M.P., then President of the 
Statistical Society of London and Chaitman of a Select 
Committee of the House of Commons on the working of the 
Bright clauses of the Land Act of I870, visited Dublin in .. 
r877 to investigate questions of land purchase, and attended 

1 This plan was derived from a similar change made at this time 
in the management of the Science lectures conducted by the Science 
and Art Department. See Reports of the Council, Journal S.S.I.S.I., 
volume vi, pp. 277 and 366. 
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• s of the Society to he~r ~apers on the subjec_t. ~vi
f continued interest is given by such contnbutlons ~eH. Edge's" The Brigh: ~~ause~ of t~e Irish ~and Act_" 

8J ) Henry Dix Hutton s Registrat10n of Title Indis
I q~ble for Peasant Proprietors" (1881), and R. R. Cherry',~ 

~nsiderations as to an extended Scheme of Land Purchase 
"i886). This last came after the passage of the Land Purch_ase Act of 1885, whose promoter, Lord Ashb?urne, was a Vice
President and former Secretary of the Society. 

In more general economic and statistical matters what are 
haps some of the most important papers ever read before 
~ Society appear in the Journals for t~ese_ ye~rs._ Amongst 
them can be found '.1- number of in~erestmg mdicat~ons of the 
banges in economic thought which were occurrmg as the 

tifluence of the Classical School declined. In his Address at 
the opening of the Session 187r-72, Lawson. declared that 
" Laissez-/ aire was not very long ago the doctn~e o~ eco~o~~ 
ists ... but the current has now set in the opposite ~Irect10n 
and he concluded with a warning lest the n~w doctnne should 
be pressed too far. Its strength at that time, however, was 
not great, and there can have been very few "'.ho were prepared 
to go so far as did Mountifort Longfield m 1872 when _he 
wrote his paper " On the Limits of St~te Interfe_rence with 
the Distribution of Wealth, in applymg Ta':'ah~n to ~he 
assistance of the Public," proposing social legislation which 
is advanced even by modern standards. 1 

. 

The proceedings of the Society in the 'sev~nties also reflect 
the growth of critici~m of the _Free Trade pol~cy, as the se_v~re 
agricultural depress10n resultmg from Amencan competlh~m 
developed. In r878, the members heard Joseph T. Pim 
ask " Is our Commercial Depression due to Free Trad~, and 
would it be relieved by Limited Protection ? " and m the 
next year one of the Barrington Lecturers, J. Moylan, s1;1b
mitted a paper on the " Impolicy of a Revival of Protect10n 
as a Remedy for the Present Dep~ession-'.' It would app_ear 
that the Society in general was still convmced of the desira-
bility of Free Trade. . 

But while the exponents of the sci.ence rem'.1-ined faithful 
to its principles, public opinion, not merely_ m. Irelan_d or 
England but almost all over Europe, was becommg mcreasmgly 
contemptuous of orthodox Political Economy. The~e_was no 
longer the almost unques!ioning _belief in the. vahd~ty and 
practical value of its doctrmes which had prevailed widely at 
the time when the Statistical Society was founded. Nor was 

1 For a full discussion of this remarkable paper, see the Biographical 
Note on Longfield below, pp. 52 and 53· 
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this feeling of contempt confined to those who knew, not 
Political Economy itself, but the generalisations and shib
boleths which had emerged from it, through time, as maxims 
for policy and seemed to produce more misery than prosperity. 
Men of science in other fields also were beginning to suggest 
that Political Economy was sterile and unscientific in 
character. 

Such was the charge brought against the Economic Science 
and Statistics section of the British Association in 1877 by 
Sir Francis Galton, the founder of the science _of Eugenics
" the subjects commonly brought before (it) cannot be 
considered scientific in the sense of the word that is sanctioned 
by the uses of the British Association." 1 When this attack 
was made, the Council of the Statistical Society had issued 
an invitation to the Association to meet in Dublin in 1878, 
which had been accepted. It must have appeared as though 
the main reason for their sending the invitation might cease 
to exist, but at the Council meeting in November, 1877 "Mr. 
Gordon (Assistant General Secretary, British Association) 
explained what had been decided by the London Council 
as to continuing the Section notwithstanding the questions 
which had been raised as to scientific character of the Papers." 
At this time John Kells Ingram had just become President 
of the Statistical Society and it was natural that he should 
be asked to take the same office in " Section F " when the 
British Association met in 1878. In his Introductory Address 
to the Section he did much to redeem its threatened position, 
and incidentally to enhance his own reputation, by deliber
ately facing the challenge and speaking of " The Present 
Position and Prospects of Political Economy." 2 

This fine address, with its powerful advocacy of the 
historical method in economics, attracted much attention 
not only in England but also on the Continent. It was trans
lated into German by Dr. H. von Scheel, who held high 
office in the administration of the German Empire. Von 
Scheel and a number of other Continental economists were 
elected Honorary Members of the Statistical Society in 
1879, and it seems evident that Ingram's address had also 
had its effect in drawing attention to the Society. The 
Society reprinted it in a special number of the Journal, along 
with a number of other papers read before the 1878 British 

' 1 Quoted in Howarth : The British Association: A Retrospect 
1831-1931 (London, 1931), p. 89. 

2 Printed as an Appendix to part liv, journal S.S.I.S.I. (vol. vii). 
See below, Note on Ingram, and also C. Litton Falkiner, "Memoir of 
the la1e John Kells Ingram," Journal S.S.I.S.I., vol. xi, p. 105. 

[To face page 28. 

JOHN KELLS INGRAM, 

PRESIDENT, 1878-1880. 
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Association meeting ; it is interesting to note that these 
included one by W. S. Jevons "On the Periodicity of Com
mercial Crises, and its Physical Explanation." 

A growing interest in papers of a purely statistical character 
is evident at this time, although it did not take firm root until 
the eighteen-eighties, and a closer relation between the 
Society and the official statistical departments also began to 
develop. The first indication of this is the appointment of 
a Committee in r874 "to consider the reference from His 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant asking for an expression of opinion 
of the Council as to the proposal of the Registrar-General as 
to the future form of publication of Agricultural Statistics." 
A further, and perhaps more important, development came 
in r877 when Baron Emly, the former Postmaster-General 
and President of the Society, drew the attention of the 
Council to the difficulties arising from the lack of uniformity 

/ with which the Census returns were recorded in Ireland, 
England and Scotland. A 'Census Uniformity Committee' 
was formed with a view to making representations before 
the next Census. Some further " Suggestions for the Irish 
Census of r88I " were made three years later in a paper by 
Henry L. Jephson. This marked the first occasion on which 
the Society had taken any public interest in the important 
question of Census compilation, which the Statistical Society 
of London had made a subject of regular decennial inquiries 
and recommendations since r840. 

Although William Donnelly, who was the first Registrar
General under the Act of r863 and Census Commissioner 
from r85r to r87I, was a mr:mber of the Society from the 
early eighteen-fifties1 it was not until T. W. Grimshaw became 
Registrar-General in r879 that the connection between the 
Society and official statisticians became a live and important 
one. Grimshaw favoured the Society with a series of valuable 
papers interpreting the information he gained in compiling 
official statistics. As has been pointed out, contributions 
of this kind grew more frequent after r88o, but the Society 
had to wait until r889 to hear a professional statistician 
explain his methods of working in detail. This was R. E . 
Matheson, Grimshaw's assistant, who prepared a most 
valuable essay, in eight chapters, on "The Mechanism of 

1 Sir Thomas Larcom, who was a Commissioner for the great Census 
of 1841, was an original member of the Society, as also was Sir William 
Wilde, who was Assistant Commissioner from 1851 to 1871. Larcom's 
only direct communication to the Society was his "Address at the 
conclusion of the Third Session " and Wilde never gave a paper, 
The same is true of Donnelly. 
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~tatistics." At the present day this still retains the greatest 
mterest as an account of the technique of statistical work 
more than h~lf a century ago. It is tantalising to find that 
a m1;1ch earlier paper bearing on the same subject has not 
survived; ~n April 25th, 1871, "W. John Hancock read 
a pa~er ~ntitled ' Some account of the English Calculating 
M_achme mvented by Mr. Babbage, the Swedish Machine of 
MM. S~heutz, a1;1d the French Machine of M. Jhomas de 
Coir:i~r. ,, Workmg sp~cimens of the French Machine were 
~xhhibited. The Council, however, did not publish the paper 
m t e Journal. 

Papers o! su~h significance as t~ese deserve especial notice, 
~:mt acc?rdmg it to the~ may give a false impression-the 
lffiJ?ress10n that econo~IC and statistical topics were the 
mam co~cern of the Society at this time. Such was very far 
from_ bemg the case. I~ has already been said that a certain 
dommance of the J unsprudence section became noticeable 
not long after ~he ~eorganisation of 1862. This was no more 
than natural m view of . t~e ~umber of eminent lawyers 
amongst the members, but 1t 1s difficult to avoid the conclusion 
that le~al. matters received an altogether disproportionate 
~1'.1Ph~s1s m the proceedings of the 'seventies and early 
e1g~ti~s. Not only were . there many papers on questions 

of J:Inspruden~e . and law reform, but also a number of 
spec_i~y com1'.1iss10ned essays and many reports of committees 
on s1!11Ilar su~Jects. Indeed_ never was the system of appointing 
speoal committees for particular investigations more frequent
ly used. I~ the deca~e 1870-80 alone there were seventeen 
such com1:1ittees appomted by the Council, more than twice as 
many as i~ the w~ol~ previous history of the Society. The 
overwhelmi_ng maJonty of these committees dealt with 
legal quest10ns. In some degree this was itself the result 
?f ~ report from a committee appointed in 1874, at the 
m~tlgatwn of H. L. Jephson, to consider how greater attention 
might be secured for proposals for law amendment made 
before the ~ociety. This report recommended that when 
such suggest10n? were broug~t before the Council, a committee 
should be appomted to consider them and report on them and 
the res:ilts be_ made available to any member of government 
who might wish to have the information.1 

The 1:1ore costly system of c~mmissioning essays could not 
be so widely 1:sed, but a donat10n of roo guineas from Alex-" 
antler T~om m 1871 enable~ the Council to procure four 
reports on quest10ns of Insh Jurisprudence." Again in 

1 See Journal S .S.I.S.I., vol. vi, p. 368. 
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5 
the Society offered three prizes of £30 each for essays 

'the Differences in the Laws in the several parts of the 
~ed Kingdom, and on the best means of effecting assimi-
Dl ct·bl" tion where esira e. 
All this would seem to support the view that the Council 
ay have concentrated unduly on one of their objects

~the promotion of the study of Jurisprudence." But to state 
this is not to decry these activities of the Society, for they 
succeeded in procuring a remarkably large number of reforms 
in the law. Amongst these may be_ noted the revision of t~e 
statute law affecting Irela~d, which had becom~ _chaotic 
in arrangement. This was pomted out by the Council m 1871, 
and measures for re-arrangement were secured in the following 
year. In 1876, the obsolete system of "market juries" was 
abolished, and Admiralty Jurisdiction was conferred on 
the Recorders of Belfast and Cork. Both these reforms 

/ had been recommended by committees of the Statistical 
Society in previous years. These a~e but a fe_w i~stances of 
the more direct influence of the Society on legislation. 1 

One committee, which did not deal with purely legal 
questions, is deser~ing of especial mention-:-the Charity 
Organisation Committee. This was ~ormed m December, 
1875, as a direct result of the address_ which) ohn Kells I_ngr~m 
had given at the opening of the sess10n on The Orgamsat10n 
of Charity, and the Education of the Children of the State." 
In this address, which displays the high qualities of social 
thinking which appear in everything In~ram wro!e, _he 
described the efforts of the London Chanty Orgamsat10n 
Society2 to improve the distribution of relief and suggested 
that some similar body might be set up in Dublin. 

The Statistical Society's Charity Organisation Committee 
was established with the following terms of reference :-

" 1st. To collect further information as to the working of 
charity organisation in London. 

2nd. To collect information as to the working of charities 
in Dublin, and to suggest the branches of charity organi~ati~n 
that could be best undertaken by charitable bodies m 
Dublin. 

3rd. To collect, through existing charitable organisations, 
information as to the causes of pauperism, and to suggest 

1 For a full account of the Society's influence on legislation at this 
period see " What the Statistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland 
has effected (1847-1880)." Journal S.S.I.S.I., vol. viii, p. 1·46. 

2 For some account of the work of the London Charity Organisation 
Society, see Bell: Octavia Hill (London, 1942), pp. 107 et seq. 
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means by wh~ch such information may be more completely 
and systematically collected." 1 

In the next t:Vo years _the Committee presented six reports 
on these quest10n~, which were printed in the J ournal2 
and attracted c?ns1derable attention outside of Ireland. 

After r88o this typ~ of activity fell off very sharply. There 
were only two. committees appointed in the next ten years, 
bo~h to d~al with Census questions. So the centre of interest 
~hifts agam to the internal affairs of the Society, in which 
rmp?rtant chan~es took place at this period. 
. Smee the Society had begun to meet in the Friends' Institute 
it had bec?me possibl~ to ~xpand the Library more easily, 
and occas10nal donat10ns mcreased it gradually, but its 
scol?e and v~lue were greatly increased in r879 when the 
S~c1ety rece1yed a bequest of over 500 volumes dealing 
with economic and social questions under the will of Sir 
_Tho~~s. Larcom,. who died in ~hat year. This important 
ac9.ms1t,10n n~cess1tated the rentmg of a special room in the 
Fnends _Institute, the purchase of extra bookcases and the 
prepar':t10n of a catalogue. J. H. M. Campbell (who was then 
a Barrmgton Lecturer, but later was to become Lord Chan
cellor of Ireland) prepared a " Notice of the Books and 
Pa~phlets bequeathed by Sir Thomas Larcom to the 
Soc1ety."3 In this he rightly drew special •attention to 
~he r36 volumes_ of letters and papers on social conditions 
m Ireland comp1_led by Larcom himself between r850 and 
I87Q• These are m the natur~ of al_bums in which newspaper 
~uttmgs _and pamphlets dealmg with the particular subject 
m quest10n are carefully entered and documented with 
c~mments and explanations in Larcom's own hand~riting. 
Eighteen such volumes deal with the condition of Ireland 
from r856 to r879 ; these_ contain several official reports 
prepared_ by Larcom, of which probably the most important 
appears m the volume "Condition, r859-60 "-an essay on 
the progress of Ireland from the Union up to r859 prepared 
for Lord Cardwell, the Chief Secretary. Many valuable 
autograph letters from the politicians of the day are scattered 
through the volumes. !he other volumes, prepared in the same 
way, treat of such subJects as Poor Laws, Taxation of Ireland 
~he Jury_ System and Irish University Education. Ther~ 
1s a special volume devoted to records of the Social Science " 
Congress, and Larcom's interest in the Statistical Society is 

1 Journal S.S.l.S.I., vol. vi, p. 502. 
• For a full list of these reports, see Index. 
3 Journal S.S.l.S.l., vol. viii, p. 154. 
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evidenced by the care with which he kept accounts of its 
transactions. 

For purposes of safety from fire these and certain other 
volumes of the Larcom bequest were transferred in r919 to 
the National Library, where they are now accessible. They 
undoubtedly represent a unique and immensely valuable 
source of materials for Irish economic history and one which 
has never as yet been thoroughly explored. 

When the Council, in their Report at the opening of the 
Session r879-80, had mentioned Larcom's 'munificent 
donation of books,' they went on to state that the time was 
approaching when the Social Science Congress should again 
be asked to meet in Dublin. "The Council, however, feel 
that it would be premature to propose to their fellow citizens 
an invitation until the country has recovered from the 
depression of the present and past years." The situation had 
nevertheless improved sufficiently in the next year for the 
Council to feel justified in joining with the Town Council to 
issue an invitation for 1881, which was accepted. · 

The Congress met in Trinity College, Dublin,. in October 
1881, and its Secretary was able to write that " although the 
circumstances under which the Congress took place were 
exceptional, and an attendance below the average would 
perhaps not have been surprising, it is very gratifying to 
record the brilliant success of the meeting." 1 Again, members 
of the Statistical Society took a prominent part. Lord O'Hagan 
was then President of the National Association for Promotion 
of Social Science, and many of the Local Officers of the 
meeting were recruited from the Statistical Society. In 
addition to Lord O'Hagan's address, nine papers were read by 
members of the Society before the Congress. 

In more important respects also the history of the 1861 
meeting repeated itself. The National Association was now 
divided into five departments :-Jurisprudence and Amend
ment of the Law (itself sub-divided into two sections
International and Municipal Law, and Repression of Crime), 
Education, Health, Economy and Trade, and Art. Once 
again the Statistical Society was inspired by this example to 
reorganise itself in the same fashion and at a Council meeting 
in November, 1881, "it was resolved to recommend to the 
Society that the power of the Council be extended to dividing 
the business of the Society into Sections and to appointing 
two or more Secretaries for each of such Sections. The 

1 Transactions of the National Association for the Promotion of 
Social Science, r88r, Introduction, p. xxxi. 
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Sectional Secretaries to take charge of the obta· · f d · · d" . mmg o papers 
an _orgamsmg iscuss10ns on one or more nights of meetin 
specially d:voted to the business of the Section and to acf 
as ,f~~retanes of any Committee named for Sectional business." J~ I?J0dpo_sal was adopted, and the business of the Society 
was ivi_ e mto the following Sections :-I : Munici al and 
~~t~rn~twnal Law, II : Repression of Crime, III : Edication 

: conomy and Trade, V_: Public Health, VI: Art'. 
This re-gr?upmg was done without any alteration in the 
general obJects of the ~ociety, and it is difficult to see what 
r~~hadvantage was gamed _by this rather slavish following 
0 e_ met~ods of the National Association for Promotion 
of_ Social Sciei:ice. The latter was a large ambulator bod 
wht~ a "'.ery wide scope ; . the Statistical Society was a~mallr; 
~ air with a fixed locat10n. Its previous division into three 

epartments was more than sufficient for its size and had 
ten?ed to be ~ore nominal than real ; a sixfold division was 
entirely _excessive and must have become either hamperin 
fh m~an_mgless. It appears to have suffered the latter fat! 

e . oc1ety heard a few papers on Education, none at all 0 ~ 

Art,_ there _appears to have been little endeavour to assi n 
~pecific Sect10ns, and when the laws were revised in 1891 tie 
idea of deparb:~en~al organisation was finally abandoned. 

The re-orgams~bon o! 1862 had a far-reaching and beneficial 
eff~ct on the S?oety ; ~t was ne~essitated by its rapid growth 
an eralded_ m . a penod of high prosperity and influence. 
The re-?rgamsat10n of 1881 had little, if any, influence on 
the affairs of t~e Society ; growth had ceased and the new 
arrangem~nts did not serve to arrest the onset of the threat
~ned declme. As the 'eighties wore on the Society lost by 

eath 1!1-ore and more of the original members who had 
served _it so energetically and so well. One cannot avoid 
remarkmg the coincidence of two events in January 188 
The Treas?rer " reported that the finances of the Socie0 
we_re not m _good o~der _" and John Kells Ingram read an 
obituary notice of his fnend, William Neilson Hancock the 
founder of the Society. ' 

' 

CHAPTER IV. 

THE SOCIETY IN DECLiNE, r889-r9t4 
THE history of the Statistical Society for the next quarter 
of a century presents a sharp contrast to that of its early 
years. The number of members and attendances at meetings 
fell heavily ; the first meeting of the Session 1890-91 had 
to be postponed for a week, as only six members attended on 
the first occasion. After this, the experiment of afternoon 
meetings was tried, but with little success. The continuance 
of such a state of affairs had the inevitable consequences
the financial position of the Society became chronically 
precarious and the Council spent much of its time in con
sidering schemes for economy or increasing membership, 
along with polite letters from the printers drawing attention 
to the large amount of the account outstanding. 

Inevitably also the activities of the Society became narrowly 
circumscribed. The golden jubilee in 1897 passed without 
being marked by any celebration and although even at the 
worst a supply of papers was always forthcoming there was 
such difficulty in procuring them in the Fifty-first Session 
that only three meetings could be held. Special committees 
became few and far between, prize essays quite unheard of. 
Even the Barrington Lectures seemed likely to fade away. 
In 1894, the Trustees expressed a desire " that some scheme 
should be adopted whereby the trust funds might be spent 
to better advantage." As a result, the Council resorted in 
the following year to the old method of appointing a public 
lecturer from amongst candidates whose qualifications were 
tested by a prelection. C. H. Oldham was the successful 
candidate and retained the office until 1901, but after this 
no lecturer was appointed until 1904, and the scheme then 
lapsed completely until 1910, when a single lecturer was 
again elected, but for one season only. Not until 1920 were 
the lectm;eships revived again. 

In brief, there is every indication at this period of an 
almost complete loss of public interest in the objects of the 
Society. It is comparatively easy to find the reasons for its 
early success ; it is less easy to discover the causes of so 
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marked a_ decline at_ this parti~ul3:r: period. Contemporary 
speakers m the Society were mclmed to assign it to the 
d_1sa:ppearance of the founders 1 and certainly this was a 
s1gmficant fac~or. Hancock and his associates constituted 
a group of social re_formers with a rare combination of talent 
energy and enthus_1asm ; . it was inevitable that the Society 
should lose somethmg of its motive force when their influence 
passed away. But this in itself is not an adequate explanation· 
there were ac~ive and learned members, such as W. F. Bailey'. 
Rev. T. A. Fmlay, T. y.r. Grimshaw and R. E. Matheson, to 
t_ake the place of the onginal company. These men and others 
like t~em ensured tha_t even_ if the position of the Society 
was difficult, the quality of its transactions was maintained 
and ~ad suppm:t ?een_ forthc_oming it might have held as 
promment a place m Insh affairs as it ever did. 

The_ reason _for lack of support may perhaps be found in the 
changmg attitude towards social problems at this time 
The tendency when the Society was founded had been to seek 
reform through discussion in_, and action by, private bodies; 
by the end of the century direct State action was coming to 
be expected and app:oved. As W. H. Dodd phrased it in his 
Address at the openmg of the forty-ninth Session:-" Free
do~ of ~on1;ract was the one desirable thing in 1847; Social 
Leg1slat~on 1s the -~atchword of 1896. " 2 Popular faith in the 
o!d maxims of Poht~cal Economy as a basis for social organisa
t10n ":as now entirely gone and the new Economics was 
becom1_ng m?re _a pure science, explanatory and neutral. 
As soCial leg1slat10n progressed, endorsed by public opinion 
the usefulness of social i~quiry societies appeared to decline ; 
many of the refo~ms whICh they sought were achieved, and 
the problems which th~y had discussed dropped into the 
background. The era m which social improvement could 
best be advanced through the agency of societies and con
gresses seemed at an end. 

Tha~ this is s_o ~s sugge~te~ by the heavy mortality a1nongst 
the ~mn~r statistical societies which sprang up so rapidly in 
the forties, and such a state of affairs was bound to affect 
the Statistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland very 
ad"'.ersely. Fro~ the outset social problems had been its 
mam concern ; 1t had never cultivated interest in pure 
Ec?nomics or statistical methods. _Many of · the problems 
which had long en~aged the attent101: and activity of its 
members were passmg out of the pubhc mind as legislation 

1 E.g.; ,James McDonnell, "Presidential Address at Opening of 4oth 
Session, journal 5.5.I.S.I., vol. ix, p. 107. 

• Journal 5.5.I.S.I. vol. x, p. 125 . 
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f rm progressed, and there was now nothing com~arable 
:{:/ universal and critical distress of 1847 to exercise the 

blic conscience. . 
Such considerations suggest possible :easons for_ the 

t!' ...... ~ety's decline, but they canno1; be said. to provide a 
~elusive explanation of it. It might certamly be argued ::t the development of _social _legislation provided many 
new topics which the Society might usefullr ha"'.e tac~l~d. 
w. H. Dodd's address of ~896 stre~sed this p01~t--;-;-c1tm_g 

ent measures of State mtervent10n he says .- It 1s 
~~cisely for the consideration of such _subjects t~at this 
~iety exists, a~d there never :"as a time when 1t could 
do so much service to the pubhc as _at pre~ent. _ For the 

rinciples which ought to guide men m dealing with St'.1-te 
~esponsibility and individual liberty are very far fr~m be~ng 
either clearly or fully enunciated.""1 Moreover, this penod 
in Ireland was one of much ne:" social ac~ivity, u~dertaken 
by government and private mterests al~k~. Sir Horace 
Plunkett's co-operative movement was gammg grou~d, the 
Congested Districts Board and the J?epartment of Agnculture 
and Technical Instruction were domg valuable work. Here 
was good new material for the Statisti~~l. Society to ~tudy, 
providing help through surveys and cntic1sm. That 1t had 
a useful function is evident, but very few appear to have 
appreciated the fact at the time. Fortunately, however, 
though the Society declined it was ~ever all?wed to_ collapse 
altogether, and again its work provides _an mstructive com
mentary on the social currents of th~ penod. 

Co-operation naturally finds an _important place amongst 
the subjects treated before the _Society about the turn of the 
century and papers were received from som_e o_f the ~ost 
noted members of the Irish Agricultural Orgamsation Society. 
Foremost amongst them must be reckoned Father Finlay, 
whose " outstanding achievement in this field was 1;he popular 
exposition of the co-operative ide3: in the day_s ~f its struggle 
for existence."• Active as he was m both Societies, he served 
as a most valuable link between them and on several occasions 
gave the Statistical Society the benefit of his wide k~owledge 
of co-operat~ve methods. ,~eorge Ru_ssel~ also furmshed _an 
excellent paper in 1899 on The Application of Co-~pe~ation 
.in the Congested Districts." 'A.E. ' w3:s not at t~is time a 
member of our Society, but was elected m 19rn. Sir Horace 

1 Journal S.S.I.S.I. vol. x, p. 126. . 
2 Sir Horace Plunkett, " Professor Finlay's Career_ as Social R e

former" in A Page of Irish History; Story of University College, 
Dublin, 1883-1909 (Dublin, 1930), p. 250. 
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Plunkett himself joined in 1898, but never addressed the 
Society. 

The activities of the Recess Committee, and the re
organisation of local government also found their reflection 
in the proceedings of the Society, with such papers as W. J. 
Johnston's "Coming Changes in Irish Local Government " 
(1898), and Charles Dawson's "The new Local Bodies, and 
the new Department of Agriculture and Technical Education, 
and the development of the· Resources of Ireland." (1900). 

Linked in some respects with the question of local govern
ment was that of public finance, which also attracted much 
attention in Ireland in the 'nineties. The 1896 Report of the 
Financial Relations Commission1 led to much discussion of 
"the over-taxation of Ireland" and it was natural that the 
topic should come before the Society. It was principally 
treated by two members, N. G. Synnott, High Sheriff of 
Kildare, and A. W. Samuels, then a Queen's Counsel but 
subsequently Attorney-General of Ireland. 

Samuels also made peculiarly his own a problem which was 
then arousing interest amongst the legal members of the 
Society-that of private bill legislation for Ireland. The 
cost and difficulty of procuring any private Act was then a 
severe hindrance to schemes of municipal improvement or 
industrial development in Ireland, and Samuels stressed 
the need for reform in a series of papers between 1896 and 
1904. 

In the first years of the twentieth century the housing 
question was one with which the Society was frequently 
concerned. In 1903 R. E. Matheson, then Registrar-General, 
stated in the course of a paper that " the material improve
ment in the housing of the people of Ireland since 1841 is 
very satisfactory, but there is still much to be accomplished." 2 

Many other papers during this decade dealt with the housing 
of labourers in rural districts, as affected by ,the Labourers 
(Ireland) Acts and the Land Purchase Acts, as well as with 
the problem of overcrowding in the cities. Numerous sugges
tions were put forward for regulating and improving existing 
accommodation and stimulating the construction of new 
dwellings. One of the few Committees appointed in this 
period dealt with Housing in Dublin and produced a Report 

1 I 896--C. 8262 . 
It is worth noting that when the Commission visited Dublin in 

1895, one of its members, Sir David Barbour,. read the Society a paper 
on another topical question-Bimetallism. (Journal S.S.I.S.I., vol. x, 
p. 100). 

2
" Housing of the People of Ireland during the period 184r- r9or," 

Journal S.S.I.S.I. vol. xi, p . 2rr. 

[ To face page 38. 

THOMAS ALOYSIUS FINLAY, 

PRESIDENT, 19rr-1913. 
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the "Control and Improvement of Tenement Houses" 
was read in 1914. 1 

t is noticeable that the treatment in some of these papers 
housing was strongly statistical, and interest in more 
'tely statistical subjects was growing throughout the 

ole of this period. In 1892, William (later Sir William) 
Jfincllater_ devoted his Presiden~ial Add~ess to a conside~ation 
of statistics as a method of science; m 1912 the President, 
Father Finlay, also selected a statistical topic, of a more 
practical kind-" The Significance of some Recent Irish 
Statistics." A number of most valuable contributions took 
the form of statistical surveys, such as T. W. Grimshaw's 
"Irish Progress during the past ten Years, 1881-1890" 
(1891), R. M. Barrington's " Notes on the Prices of Irish 
Agricultural Produce, illustrated by Diagrams" (1893), 
J. Todhunter Pim's "Review of the Economic and Social 
Conditions of Ireland " (1899) and D. A. Chart's " Two 
Centuries of Irish Agriculture. A Statistical Retrospect, 
"1672-1905" (1908). 

Census questions received more attention than at any 
previous time, and the connection with the official statistical 
bureaus was maintained and developed. In 1900 the Council 
agreed to co-operate with the Royal Statistical Society in 
urging upon the government the need for a quinquennial 
census of a limited character, and sought the aid of Dublin's 
Members of Parliament for the purpose. 2 After the Censuses 
of 1901 and 19rr the Society heard papers explaining the 
results from the Registrar-General of the day-in 1901 R. E. 
Matheson and in 19rr Sir William Thompson. Two very 
valuable papers on the history of the Irish Census were 
Mr. Herbert Wood's" Methods of Registering and Estimating 
the Population of Ireland before 1864" (1908) and Sir William 
Thompson's "Development of the Irish Census and its 
National Importance" (19rr). These still constitute almost 
the only sources from which this important information can 
be obtained in concise form. At the end of this period, the 
appearance of papers such as Father Finlay's " Labour 
Associations in their Relation to the State" (19rr) and D. A. 
Chart's " General Strike as a Labour Weapon" (1912) recall 
the difficulties of industrial relations in Dublin at the time, 
while W. Dudley Edwards' "National Insurance Act, 19rr, 
as applying to Ireland " has historical interest as a comment 
on this landmark in social legislation. 

1 Journal S.S.I.S.I. vol. xiii, p. 176. 
2 See also Annals of the Royal Statistical Society, p. 159. 
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Thus, despite straitened circumstances, a considerable 
amount of useful work was achieved in these years. Nor did 
the Society lose its position in the general world of social 
science, for contacts with other societies and scientific bodies 
were wisely maintained in spite of all difficulties. One 
important event in this connection was the Tercentenary 
Celebrations at Trinity College, Dublin, in 1892, which brought 
a large number of distinguished academic men to the city. 
Many noted economists and jurists were included and the 
Statistical Society held a breakfast in their honour in the 
Leinster Lecture Hall on July 9th, 1892. As a consequence 
some very famous names were added to the list of Honorary 
Members-amongst them James Bryce (later Viscount 
Bryce), then Professor of Civil Law at Oxford, his colleagues 
Sir Frederick Pollock and F. Y. Edgeworth, and the continental 
economists •Leon Say, Luigi Cossa and P. Leroy-Beaulieu. 

The Society continued to send delegates regularly to the 
annual meetings of the British Association, but of more 
direct importance was the visit of the Association to Dublin 
in 1908. On this occasion Statistical Society members were 
responsible for several papers on agriculture and housing 
read in Section F, while Sir Horace Plunkett acted as Chair
man of the Sub-Section on Agriculture. The list of Corres
ponding Societies had by this time come to include little 
but foreign societies, most of the Irish provincial literary 
institutes and mechanics' institutions having passed away, 
but relations were maintained with a very representative 
group of British and continental statistical associations, 
including the old-established London, Manchester and 
Frankfurt Societies. 

Amongst all the changes and vicissitudes since 1862, the 
Society had continued to .meet in the Friends' Institute 
(Leinster Lecture Hall), Molesworth Street, but this arrange
ment was finally terminated in 1910. For a time no new 
home was found, and meetings were held wherever a hall 
could be hired. In 1912, however, the Council agreed to 
accept the offer generously made by the Institute of Bankers 
for the Society to use their premises at No. 93, St. Stephen's 
Green. Here meetings were held until 1921, and accommoda
tion was found for the Library, advantage being taken of the 
opportunity thus afforded to re-arrange and catalogue the books. 

These changes, combined with a strenuous effort to build 
up membership and reduce expenses, produced some improve
ment in the position of the Society, so that at the time of the 
outbreak of war in 1914, the outlook was at least more hopeful 
than it had been at the turn of the century. 

CHAPTER V. 

CHANGE AND ADVANCE, 1914-1947 
.ALTHOUGH the position of the Statistic~! and Soci~l Inq~iry 
Society of Ireland in 1914 was comp~rativeir soun~ 1~ :etamed 
only the shadow of its former glones and its act1v1tie~ were 
on a very small scale. It was still necessary to practise the 
strictest economy, and although in 1916. ~~e J='.resident, 
Charles A. Stanuell, prepared a circular sohc1tmg mcreased 
membership and had it printed at his own expense, the 
number of members fell from 76 in 1914 to 54 in 1916. . 

During the war period the Barrington Lect1;1res remamed 
in abeyance and no special inquiries ?f any kmd were con
ducted ; the reading of pa~ers constituted th_e whole work 
of the Society, and even this was much rest~1cted b}:" com
parison with former years. Indeed the cont_mued existence 
of the Society at this time was only made possible ~y the loyal 
and energetic support of a small group of active officers 
and members. Amongst these Professor C. H. Oldham, Dr. 
William Lawson, Sir Thomas Molon}:', Sir ~illiam J . Thomp
son, the Registrar-General and ~1s assistant ~fr. Damel 
S. Doyle may be specially mentioned, along with Mr. :'· 
Shannon Millin and Mr. Herbert Wo_od .. These ar~ ~till 
familiar names to the present generation m the ?tatistical 
Society, and some of them, such as Mr._Wood ~nd Sir Thomas 
Molony, still have an honoured place m the hst of members. 

The economic repercussions of the world events of the 
period naturally attracted public attention to a gr_eater ext~nt 
than local social problems, and the Jo~rnals ~ubhshed durmg 
and just after the war years form an mterestmg co~ment_ary 
on those now historic eco~omic changes. The rm1?-ed1ll:te 
problems of war economy were examined in the Presidential 
Address given in November, 1914, by Charles Stanuell ~n 
"The Effect of the War on Irish Agriculture," and also m 
such papers as Professor Oldham's "The Economic Interests 
involved in the Present War" (1915) and Newman Thomp
son's "The Finance of the War" (1918). Nor were the 
members neglectful of the problems,,which recently ?ec~?1e 
familiar again unq.er the name of post-war planmng -
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as is _shown by the appearance of papers on "Post-War 
Funct10ns of Commercial Education" and " Weights and 
Measures after the War" by Arthur Williamson and Charles 
Stanuell respectively. 
. Statistical_ inquiries were perhaps not matters of great 
importance m. !~eland during the troubled years from 1918 
to ~9~~- Yet it is ~ure~y to the credit of the Society that its 
a~tivities w~re mam~ame~ and even expanded during this 
difficult penod ; the mvanable rule that party politics must 
be excluded from the_ tran~actions enabled social questions 
to be usefully an? dispassionately examtned, just as they 
always had been smce_ 1847. Both the quantity and quality 
of papers were well mamtamed, and many of the contributions 
o! those year~ have still a considerable interest at the present 
tune. Ment10n may be made particularly of Sir William 
T~ompson'.5 _Pre~idential A,~dress in 1918, " Fifty Years of 
Vital Statistics m I_reland, a comprehen<;ive and revealing 
survey of the material. In 1919, D. A. Chart's paper on the 
" Study of the Economic History of Ireland " drew attention 
to a m~:h neglected subje~t_, while the title ~f R. J. Kelly's 
paper The Recent Bntish Bank Amalgamations and 
Ireland" recalls the public controversy about the danger 
of a ' money trust.' 

While the no~m~l work o~ th~ Society was thus continuing, 
useful changes m its orgamsat10n were also being made. In 
Februa~}'., 1918, Mr. S. Shannon Millin was appointed to 
the posit10n of Honorary Librarian, and did much to enhance 
the usefulness both of the volumes which the Society had 
collected and the Journals which it had published. It was 
at his instigation that the valuable Larcom bequest was 
transferred to the National Library of Ireland,1 and he also 
undertook to meet a long-felt want by compiling a complete 
ind_ex to the transactions of the Society. It was this index 
;;hi~h f?rmed th~ nucltus of the intf resting volume of 

H_istoncal Memo~~~ of . the Stat~stical and Social Inquiry 
Society of Ireland " which has smce been the basic source 
and guide for all interested in the development and work 
of the Society, and from which not a little of the material 
for this History has been derived. 

When Mr. Millin began his work, the Library was still 
accommodated at 93 St. Stephen's Green, but it had shortly 
to be mov~d again when the Institute of Bankers gave up 
those premises. A new home was found in Plunkett House 
the headquarters of the Irish Agricultural Organizatio~ 

1 See above, pp. 32 a nd 33. 
2 Dublin, Ponsonby, 1920. 
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·ety, where the Society first met in 1921. Th~ minutes 
the period include an. auto&'ra:ph l~~ter from Sir Horace 
nkett himself, regrettmg his mability to be present to 

ucome the Society as " I am compelled to go early to my 
me where I am taking A. E. for his convalescence after 

iJrlluenza." The paper for the meeting was Mr. F. Ryan's 
,, What the Worker Should Know " 1 and Sir Horace's letter 
ends with a characteristic comment :-" I hope that among 
the things ' the worker should know ' will be remember~d 
the ideal of a Co-Operative C<;>mmonwealth ~s a_ c~mpromi~e 
between the Workers' Republic and the Capitalistic Stat~. • 

The period after the first World War also saw the r_evival 
of one of the Society's ol~~st concerns-:--the Barrmgton 
Lectures. During 1919 enqumes were received from Belfast 
and Cork as regards the possible continuance of the lectures; 
the Council consulted the Trustees and as a result Mr. (now 
Professor) J oseph Johnston was al:lpointed Barrington 
Lecturer early in 1920. The lec~ures contmu~d to be conduc~ed 
regularly during the succeedmg years, with the except~on 
of 1923, but the long standing connection of the Trust with 
the Statistical Society, whereby the Trustees sought the 
advice and help of the Coun~il in the manage_ment_ of the 
lectures, fell gradually into disuse. It was re_vi:7ed m ~931 
through the efforts of the President of the Statistical Society, 
Mr. J. C. M. Eason ; since 1932, as a result, three or fou~3 

lecturers have been appointed annually by the Trustees m 
consultation with the Council, and each lecturer has been 

. assigned to a specified area. 
These changes of the early nineteen-twenties s~em sympt?m

atic of reviving interest in the affairs of the Society. Meetmgs 
became more regular and membership was almost doubled 
between 1921 and 1925 ; the outlook for the Soci~ty grew 
more hopeful than it had be_en for many ye_ars. In this respect 
the establishment of the Insh Free State m 1922 was a mo~t 
important development. The e~istence <;>f _a Go:7ernmen~ m 
Dublin, requiring comprehensive ~tatistical mform~t~on, 
inevitably had favoura~le repercus_s10ns on the Statistical 
Society and gave a new impetus to its work. Strenuous and 

1 Read April 7th, 1921. The letter does not refer to the first occasion 
on which the Society met in Plunkett House. . . 

• Although a friendly link has always been mamtamed be!ween the 
Statistical and Irish Agricultural Orgamsahon Societies, smce_ 1925 
the former has ceased to m ~et in Plunkett House and has met m the 
Royal Irish Academy. Thus at the Centenary histo_ry repeats itself
the Statistical Society is meeting agam on the premises of the Society 
which first gave it hospitality. 

3 Since 1940. 
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successful efforts were made to increase membership at this 
period, Professor Oldham giving a special lead in this direction 
when he became President in 1925. Many new recruits were 
drawn from the Irish Civil Service and the close and valuable 
connection with the Statistics Branch of the Department 
of Industry and Commerce may be dated from that year. 

One important effect of this connection has been to develop 
the interest of the Society in Census questions. The tradition, 
dating from 1901, that the Society should hear a paper from 
the officer in charge of the Census whe::never it has been 
taken has been maintained, but the paper is now read before 
the Census and has become a review of its objects rather 
than its results. Moreover, there has been a useful develop
ment in the tradition since 1926-it has become customary 
for the Government. Department concerned to consult the 
Society for suggestions and advice on matters connected with 
the Census, and for the Society to appoint a special Sub
Committee for this work. 

It may be noted that whereas in 1926 it was the Registrar
General who read the ' Census paper ' before the Society and 
the Department of Local Government and Public Health 
which sought the Society's advice, in subsequent decades 
these roles have been filled by the Director of Statistics 
and the Department of Industry and Commerce respectively. 
In fact, the Census of 1926 was not taken under the authority 
of a special Act, as in, 19n and earlier years, but under the 
Statistics Act, 1926, which is administered by the Department 
of Industry and Commerce, and this is the present position. 

Another result of the influx of new members into the 
Society has been the increased interest displayed in purely 
statistical problems, both of theory and interpretation, while 
economic theory has also received a greater share of attention 
than in former years. Members have not been indifferent to 
the social problems of the time; in particular the problem 
of unemployment, which hung so heavily over the whole 
inter-war period, has frequently been discussed. Nevertheless, 
the Statistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland has done 
more to live up to the first . part of its name during the past 
twenty years than at any previous period of its existence, 
and some important contributions to statistical knowledge 
have been made. The reader may test the truth of these 
statements by a reference to the Index. 

These good results were not solely due to the efforts made 
in 1925, although their commencement may be dated from 
that time. Rather they were the outcome of a sustained 
attempt to increase the prestige and usefulness of the Society. 

[ To face page 44. 
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In 1928 a s~ecial fund ~as opened to _wil?e out the financ~al 
deficit and m 1930 a circular was d1stnbuted to potential 
members drawing attention to the purposes and achievements 
of the Society. In consequence, all through the 'thirties the 
Treasurer was able to report a gratifying increase of member
ship and a sound financial position. With economic and 
statistical questions constantly before the public, interest 
in the objects of the Society developed once more1 and a 
sound connection was built up not only with the Civil Service 
but also with the academic and commercial life of the country. 

Links with the wider world of statistical inquiry were also 
further developed. An important event in this regard was 
the Centenary of the Royal Statistical Society in 1934. 
Celebrations took place in London in April of that year, 
and in connection with these the International Institute of 
Statistics arranged to hold its twenty-second biennial Congress 
there at the same time. 

This latter body itself originated at the Jubilee Meeting 
of the Royal Statistical Society in 1885, as a development 
of the older International Statistical Congresses. These had 
lapsed in 1876, but the need for international development 
and uniformity of statistics which had prompted the first 
Congress in 1853 remained, and it was decided to form a new 
international body better designed to assist the progress of 
statistics. The International Institute has since become the 
foremost statistical body in the world, including amongst 
its 200 members the most distinguished academic and official 
statisticians of the time. 2 

It was thus a considerable honour for the Statistical and 
Social Inquiry Society to act as host when the members of 
the Institute visited Dublin at the conclusion of the . twenty
second Congress in 1934. The President and Council welcomed 
the visitors when they arrived at Dun Laoghaire on April 
21st and arranged a suitable programme for the five days 
of their stay. The members of the Institute were entertained 
to dinner by the Society and were also received by the Presi
dent of the Executive Council ·and the President and Governing 
Body of University College, Dublin, whilst several excursions 
to places of interest were arranged. This visit did much to 

1 Paradoxically, this may have been a result of the Great Depression. 
The increase in membership was quite substantial in the years 1931-33, 
although the reverse might have been expected. 

• For an account of the history and administration of the Institute, 
see Stanley Lyon : " The Session of the International Institute of 
Statistics at Mexico, 1933," Journal S.S.I.S.I., 1933-34., p. 43. Also 
Annals of the Royal Statistical Society, pp. 141 and 155, and 
Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, Jubilee Volume, 1885. 
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strengthen the relations of the Statistical Society with 
similar bodies in other countries, relations which were well 
maintained until the outbreak of war in 1939, and may, it is 
to be hoped, soon be resumed. 

The thriving condition of the Society in the 'thirties made 
possible a number of improvements in its work. ·While papers 
of high quality have been regularly forthcoming, the method 
of the symposium has come into use to some extent with 
increasing membership. It proved possible before the war 
to increase the size of the J ournal and the useful practice 
of reporting discussions in it was begun. 

Some recent experiments in the work of the Society are 
also deserving of note. An attempt was made in 1933 to 
revive the essay system in a slightly different form by offering 
a prize 'for the best essay of a statistical character'. Unfor
tunately the results were disappointing and did not justify 
a repetition of the contest. Greater success attended a 
completely new departure- the broadcasting of discussions 
amongst members of the Society. The first suggestion for 
this came in December, 1937, from Dr. T . J. Kiernan, then 
Director of Broadcasting, who has long been a member of the 
Society. After some consideration it was arranged that 
Radio Eireann should feature a discussion on " The Population 
Problem " in April 1938. This new experiment had good 
results and another broadcast on "Unemployment" was 
arranged in May, 1940; on each occasion the discussions 
were reprinted in the Journal. 

The emergency circumstances under which the Society 
has had to work for the past six years have fortunately 
produced no adverse effect on its development. Instead, 
interest in the Society's affairs has continued to grow and 
membership figures have mounted steadily to levels which 
rival those of the best years in the eighteen-fifties. The 
normal activities of the Society have not had to be curtailed 
and indeed before paper restrictions became severe it was 
possible to print extra copies of the Journal and also to 
publish some papers in special pamphlet form for sale to the 
general public. 

An interesting and potentially important development 
during the war years was the extension of Associate Member
ship in 1943 to include students at a reduced subscription. 
Persons under 22 years of age may now join as Associates 
on payment of a subscription of five shillings, and have the ~ 
right to attend ordinary meetings, receive papers, and take 
part in discm:sions. The scheme is of too recent origin to 
show much results as yet, but the number of Associates is 
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ing to increase_ and it m~y sh?rtly prove possible to 
ote special meetmgs to discuss10ns amongst student 

-mbers. . . f ;-So this history may end as it began-with an. account. o 
· rous growth. As the Statistical and Social Inquiry 

~iety of Ireland approaches its Centenary it can look b~ck o:a history which justifies pride and forward to a future which 
justifies confidence. 
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RICHARD WHATELY (1787-1863). 

No sketch of Whately's career which could be given here 
can make any pretensions to completeness. Of his position 
in the religious and political controversies of his day, his 
standing as philosopher and divine, nothing can be said 
in these pages. 1 It is only Whately as the economist and 
patron of Political Economy who can be considered here. 

Whately succeeded his lifelong friend Nassau Senior in 
the Drummond Chair of Political Economy at Oxford in 
1829 and discharged the duties of the Professorship until 
he was appointed Archbishop of Dublin in 1831. He published 
one series of ' Introductory Lectures on Political Economy,'2 

which contained little that was original apart from some 
comments on population, division of labour and the nature 
of value. Nevertheless he had a strong interest in the subject 
and when translated to Dublin he conceived the idea of 
founding a professorship there on the lines of that at Oxford. 
Hence originated the Whately Professorship of Political 
Economy at Trinity College, Dublin, in 1832. The establish
ment of the Chair represented the first attempt to provide 
organised instruction in economic · subjects in Ireland, and 
out of it most Irish economic work in the nineteenth century 
developed; but the plan at first met with strong opposition, 
for there was considerable prejudice against Political Economy 
at the time. Whately, however, succeeded in carrying out 
his intention and earned the description of ' father of economic 
science in Ireland. '3 

Although he could no longer be active as an economist 
himself, Whately always retained a lively concern for the 
promotion of economic knowledge. Throughout his lifetime 
he paid the salary · of the Professor of Political Economy 
from his own pocket, assisted at the examination of the 

1 For a brief treatment of these and other aspects of Whately's 
life, the reader is referred to the article by J .M. Rigg in the Dictionary 
of National Biography, vol. xx; and for further information to 
E. Jane Whately: Life and Col'respondence of Richal'd Whately (London, 
1866). 

• London, 1831, 2nd ed. (including Lecture IX and other additions) , 
London, 1832. 

3 J. A. Lawson: Address at the Opening of the Sixteenth Session, 
Journal S.S.J.S.I., vol. iii, p. 285. 
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didates for the position, and interested himself in their 
rk. But he was not content to have Political Economy 

taught at the University level; he also sought to introduce 
it into schools. In fact, the only other economic work he 
wrote was ' Easy Lessons on Money Matters ; for the Use 
of Young People '-one of a series of texts which he prepared 
for children. Nowadays one may smile at the smug finality 
with which classical principles were asserted in it, but it was 
a creditable attempt at the very difficult task of making 
economic principles intelligible to children and proved 
enormously successful in its day. 

With such enthusiasm for stimulating public interest 
in economic questions, Whately naturally gave strong approval 
and support to the proposals for the estab.lishment of the 
Dublin Statistical Society and, subsequently, the Social 
Inquiry Society. It was equally natural that he should be 
chosen for the office of President in both cases, for many 
of the founders were indebted to him fo!" their training or 
status in Political Economy. His appointment was not a 
mere act of courtesy, however, for his interest in the new 
Societies and their objects was real and sustained. The two 
addresses which he gave, to the Statistical Society in 1848 
and the Social Inquiry Society in 1851, were general in 
character, dealing with the aims and progress of those 
Societies, and he did not normally contribute to their 
Transactions. He was, however, a frequent attender at 
meetings and often called the attention of the Council to 
sodal and economic problems which interested him. One 
such question was reform of the coinage ; Whately submitted 
a plan for international coinage to the managers of the Great 
Exhibition of 1851, and the Dublin Statistical Society's 
petition of 1855. in favour of decimal coinage1 was probably 
largely due to his influence, for he was wont to bring publi
cations of the Decimal Association to the notice of the 
Society. 

In such ways evidences of his continued connection with 
Social Science and influence in the work of this Society 
appear right up to the time of his death. He acted as President 
of ' Section F ' when the British Association met in Belfast 
in 1852 and again at the Dublin meeting in 1857. In 1859 
he passed on to the Council some information which he had 
received about the rehabilitation of discharged convicts 
and suggested an investigation into the possibility of promoting 
schemes for this purpose in Ireland, while the Minute Book 

1 See above, History of the Society, p . 13. 
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of 1860 contains the entry: "Archbishop Whately's 
questions were considered and referred to Mr. McDonnell 
and Dr. Hancock to prepare papers on the questions." 1 

As late as January, 1863, when he was over 75 years of 
age and in failing health, Whately appeared before the 
Statistkal Society to read the only paper he ever presented 
to it. This took the form of notes of a conversation between 
himself and Nassau Senior "On Secondary Punishments." 
This was a question which had always interested him-some 
thirty years before his "Thoughts on Secondary Punish
ments " and " Letter to Earl Gray on Transportation " 
had attracted much attention and contributed to the abolition 
of the latter form of sentence-and in this paper he repeated 
his conviction that the proper form of punishment was 
not a fixed term of imprisonment but a fixed amount of 
labour which the prisoner should be encouraged to complete 
as soon as possible. 

This was his last appearance before the Society ; he died 
in the autumn of the same year. In paying tribute to his 
memory the officers of the Statistical Socfr:ty expressed 
themselves as being much indebted to him for his example 
and encouragement. And this was true in a quite real sense 
for though the actual work whic;h Whately did for the Society 
was negligible in comparison with the efforts of Hancock 
and his associates, it was Whately who had started the train 
of events which led up to the foundation of the Society, 
and Whately alone who had made its foundation possible. 

MOUNTIFORT LONGFIELD (1802-1884). 

A member of the old Cork family of Longfield of Longue
ville, Longfield gave early evidence of powerful intellect 
and varied talents. He was educated at Trinity College, 
Dublin, where he graduated with a Moderatorship and 
Gold Medal in Science in 1823, afterwards obtaining Fellow
ship at the early age of 23. Longfield was one of the four 
lay Fellows elected as 'jurists' and he was called to the 
Irish Bar in 1828, taking the degree of LLD. in 183r. 

It was in 1831 that Archbishop Whately founded the Dublin 
1 The content of the questions is not stated, but a month later 

McDonnell read a paper on ' Limitation of Actions ' and Hancock 
two : ' Plan for obviating the Identification of Luggage at Kingstown 
and Holyhead ' and ' Changes required to make more effectual pro
vision for the Protection of Life and Property against Destruction 
by Fire in Dublin.' If the two facts were connected, this would imply 
that the Archbishop's questions had a wide range! 
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, f Political Economy and set about looking for a suitable 
·late to fill it. His choice fell on Longfield, who fro'.11 

di t 1336 discharged the duties of the Professorship 
: d:anner which should have placed him in the ~ront 

of living economists. He developed and pub~ish~d 
eater part of a theoretical system astoun~mg m its 

~~ent originality and at least thirty-five years m adva_nce 
of the times. Perhaps _b_ecause ?f this very fact, he faile~ 

0 
ain any wid.e recogmt10n outside of Ireland and whe~ his 1entre of the Whately Chair ended he reverte~ almost entirely 

to bis old profession of the law. Already m _1834 he had 
become Regius Professor of Feudal and English Law and 
he was admitted a Queen's Coun~el in 1~42. Thus when ~e 
became one of the original two Vice-Presidents of the Dublm 
Statistical Society in 1847, Longfield was already_ a well
established lawyer and his colleagues respected him as a 
brilliant economist-as is shown by the fact th~t one of ~he 

apers of the first session was " On the English and ~nsh 
inalysis of Wages and Profits" by Robert Va_nce_, a ~arnst~r. 
Vance compared the accepted Theory of Distnbution with 
that advanced by Longfield, and rightly concluded that 
the latter was much superior. 

As a lawyer, Longfield's speciality was real prope~ty and 
when the first Encumbered Estates Act was pas~ed m 1849 
he became one of the three Commissioners appomted under 
it and subsequently, :i!1 1858, a Judge of the Lan~e_d Estates 
Court when this was set up to supersede the on~mal Com
missi~n. He had become a Commissioner of N_ati?nal Ed~
cation in 1853 and was made a Bencher of Kmg s Inns m 
1859. On the death of Whately in 1~63, Long~eld

1 
was. at 

once ofiered the Presidency of the Statistical Society , w~ich 
he retained until 1867, the year in which he was sworn mto 
the Irish Privy Council and left the Land~d Estates Court. 

Longfield's communications to t_h~ Society were rare, b1:1t 
they contained much th_at was _ongmal and_ showed that m 
social as well as economic questions he had mdependent and 
advanced ideas. In 1855 he informed the mem~ers t~at 
' a great and interesting problem for your . conside~ation 
will be what steps the State can take to ~1rect, wit~out 
coercing, the tastes and habits of the l~bourmg clas_ses mto 
the course most likely to be productive of happme_ss t_o 
themselves.'2 When he reviewed the state of Ireland m his 

1 As to the tenure of the Presidency, see above, History of the 
Society, p. 23. 

• Address at the opening of the 9th Session, Journal 5.5.J.S.l .. 
vol. i, page 153. 
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Presidential Address of 1864 he indicated that while agri
cult_ural metho?s must be improved the country could not 
achie_ve ~rosperity thr~u~~ ~bsolut~ dependence on agriculture. 
Consid~rmg the J?OSsibihties of mdustrial development, he 
recogmsed. t~e ~ifficulty of establishing trades requiring 
~eavy ~apitahsati<?n, but P<?inte~ out that there were many 
mdustr~es not subJect to this obJection and went on to give 
a ~e~ailed sche_me for their operation by ' co-operative 
societies of workmg men.' • 

Interesting as are these points they are of little significance 
by . comparison with the content of the one actual paper 
w~u~h Longfield gave to the Statistical Society-" The 
Limits of State Interference with the Distribution of Wealth 
in applying Taxation to the Assistance of the Public "1_'._ 
which m~st ~ertainly be regarded as one of the most important 
co1:1mumcations ever heard by the Society. Already in 1870 
~air1:1es had exploded the myth that economists were 
mevitably committed to approval of the policy of laissez-faire 
and _shown that "Political Economy stands apart from all 
pa:hcular systems of social and industrial existence."2 
Cairnes, however, me_rely sai~ that laissez-faire " is a practical 
rule, '.3-nd not a doctrine of science ; a rule in the main sound, 
but hk_e most other sound practical rules, liable to numerous 
except10ns ; " 3 he did not undertake to indicate where the 
rule did or did_not al?ply: This, broadly, was the task which 
Longfield set hrmself m his paper of r872, holding that simply 
because t?ere was. a g~neral presumption against the value 
of state mtervention m economic affairs it did not follow 
~ha! t~ere should be _no int~rv~ntion at all. No doubt any 
mdicat10n of the desirable hmits of state interference must 
res_t on perso~al opinion and this is the obvious reason why 
Cau:nes, seekmg to show the neutrality of economic theory, 
avoided the_ questioi:i, Accepting this, h~wever, Longfield's 
p~rsonal opm10ns still have the greatest mterest since they 
differ so much from those generally held at the time. 

_Within the l?Tiits of his subj_ect, Longfield dealt mainly 
with the quest10n of State assistance to increase the real 
income of the poorer classes, ignoring the problem of how 
the necess'.3-ry ta'.'ation would be levied and dismissing the 
danger of its havmg deterrent effects on capital accumulation 

1 Journal S .S .I.S .I., vol. vi, page 105. 
2 Cairnes : "Political Economy and Laissez-faire." An introductory 

Lect~re delivered in U~iversity C<?llege, -~ondon, , November, 1870. 
Repnnted_ as No. 7 of his Essays in Political Economy, Theoretical 
and Applied. (London, 1873) . 

3 Essays in Political Economy, p. 25r. Cairnes' italics. 
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unimportant. Showing a thorough awareness of the 
tisfactory nature of tests of fitness to receive relief he 

co~ned _him?elf to citing the classes of persons who might 
receive aid without tests and the extent of the benefits which 
might be freely ~iven _to the general public. Briefly, his 
programme of social assistance comprised :-Old age pensions 
for labourers at age 60, to be doubled at age 70 ; universal 
pensions for the blind ; state education and support for 
deaf mute~. He also suggested widespread provision of 
state hospitals an~ convalescei:t homes where every citizen 
would hav the right to receive treatment without proof 
of want. Thes_e are the ma~n ite11:1-s in " a brief and imperfect 
sketch of various modes m which the wealth of a nation 
may be applied to the assistance of the working classes." 
For the welfare of ~he coll!-munity as a whole he proposed 
general st~te educat~on, ~trict control of housing to prevent 
overcrowdmg and msamtary conditions, ample provision 
of parks and a state scheme of clubrooms for workers. 

Here then is a pap~r which not merely anticipates many 
of the schemes of social reform which are now familiar but 
also in~ludes ~ome which have yet to be completed ; it may 
be a little difficult to realise that it was written almost 
seventy-five years ago. 

Some i~ea of Longfield's menta:1 quality and versatility 
can be gamed from the fact that m 1872 he also published 
"An Elementar.y- Treatise on Series," showing that he had 
~ost none of h_is early mathematical ability. Besides his 
mtellectual achievements, he was also active in the practical 
sphere of reform. As has been noted1 the Land Debentures 
Act of _1865 w~s largely based on the ' Proposal for an Act to 
authorise the ISsue of Land Debentures in connection with 
Sales made by the Landed Estates Court ' which he brought 
before the Statistical Society in 1861. He also developed out 
of the essay on 'Land Tenure in Ireland,' which he wrote for 
the Cobden Club in 1870, what came to be known as the 
"Longfield Scheme of Parliamentary Tenant-Right." This 
was one of the bes! of many plans for security of tenure 
adv~nced at the time of Gladstone's original Land Bill, 
but it was somewhat too radical to secure acceptance at that 
sta_ge of events, although it was strongly supported by 
Cairnes and others. . 

Although he remained a respected member of the Statistical 
Socie_ty unt~l ~is death, Longfield ceased to take any active 
part m pubhc life for some ten years beforehand. His achieve-

1 Supra, History of the Society, p. 25. 
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ments are well summed up in the tribute paid to him by 
J ames McDonnell in the Presidential Address of 1884 :-

" An eminent judge, a learned scholar, and a profound 
political teacher, he, through his whole life, placed his great 
talents at the service of his 'country ... His lectures as Wl1ately 
Professor of Political Economy, and the addresses and papers 
he read before this Society, show how completely he had 
mastered economic and social science, and the numerous 
commissions and boards on which he served, how willing 
he was to labour for the public good." 1 

THOMAS AISKEW LARCOM (1801-1879). 

Of the original members of the Dublin Statistical Society 
none was more eminent as a practical statistician than 
Captain T. A. Larcom· and few, if any, have a better title 
to be remembered and respected in the Society. 

An Englishman, Larcom was destined for a career in the 
Army and was gazetted a Second-Lieutenant in the Royal 
Engineers at the age of 19. Four years later he was selected 
for duty in the Ordnance Survey, then, under the direction 
of Colonel Colby, about to be extended to Ireland. Larcom 
worked for two years on the survey of England and Wales, 
and in 1826 was transferred to the Irish survey. He took 
an outstanding part in that great undertaking and his work 
in this field alone would have earned him a lasting reputation. 
The Ordnance Survey of Ireland '· was the work of no common 
men '2 but Larcom was a worthy addition to the distinguished 
group of engineer officers who carried it out. In 1828 Colby 
put him in charge of the central organisation of the . Survey 
at Dublin and he discharged the heavy duties of the post 
with consummate ability, introducing every improvement 
which could render the work more efficient and its results 
more valuable. " In the course of a very few years the 
establishment at Mountjoy, in Phoenix Park, was without 
an equal in the world, the pride of Ireland, the admiration 
of scientific travellers."3 

But Larcom was much more than an able organiser aud 
a skilful engineer. He was an antiquarian and a social 
historian who planned to make the Survey a basis for the 

1 James McDonnell : Address at the Opening of the Thirty-Eighth 
Session. Journal S .S.I.S .I., vol. viii, page 578. 

2 Obituary notice of Sir Thomas Larcom. Proceedings of the Royal 
Society of London, vol. xxix, 1879, p. x . 

3 Ibid., p. xii. 
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llection of comprehensive local information . about every 
of the country. He applied himself to this task with 

his customary vigour and - succeeded in collecting a vast 
amount of valuable material about the history and conditions 
of various localities. One volume of this comprehensive 
survey was published- that covering the parish of Temple
rnore, including the city of Londonderry. It was remarkable 
for its scope and thoroughness, covering as it did the ' Natural 
Features nd Natural History ; Artificial State, Modern 
and Ancient ; Productive Economy and Social Economy ' 
of the region. 1 Unfortunately, for reasons of economy the 
Government refused to sanction the publication of further . 
volumes, but the work was carried on by various learned 
societies, and many of Larcom's manuscripts passed to 
the Royal Irish Academy and other bodies. His results were 
also utilised for other governmental purposes; on the basis 
of them he prepared the plans required for the Irish Reform 
Bill in 1832 and the topographical section of the Report 
on Irish Municipal Reform in 1836. 

The Ordnance Survey of Ireland was completed in 1846, 
and Larcom had then been the effective head of it for eight 
years. He accepted the offer of a position of Commissioner 
of Public Works and so finally gave his apministrative talents 
entirely to the Civil Service. Already he had acted as a 
temporary Commissioner for several purposes ; that which 
now appears as by far the most important was the compilation 
of the CeI).sus of 1841. Irish statisticians nowadays speak 
of it as the ' Great Census' and it was Larcom who made it 
great. Just as with the Ordnance Survey, so he made the 
Census a model of its kind, an example for his contemporaries 
to copy and his successors to admire. It was he who introduced 
into it the systematic classification of the population according 
t o occupations and general condition, subsequently adopted 
in England and elsewhere. But the work was distinguished 
as much by the ingenuity and thoroughness of its detailed 
compilation as by the originality of its overall plan-a fact 
which is plainly evident from the manuscript voh:lmes in 
which the results were first collected, some of which are now 
in the possession of the Statistical Society of Ireland. Larcom 
was also responsible for the plan for the collection of Irish 
agricultural statistics which led to the formation of a per
manent branch of the Registrar-General's department for 
that purpose. In thus promoting the compilation of accurate 
stat istical information on the condition of Ireland he certainly 

3 Ord,nance Survey of the County of Londonderry. Dublin, 1835 . 
E 
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merited the position of Vice-President of the Statistical 
Society to which he was elected at its foundation in 
1847. 

At that time Larcom's powers were being tested to the full, 
for as Commissioner of Public Works he was in complete 
charge of schemes for famine relief. In the light of history 
those schemes may be easily criticised, but the conscientious 
zeal with which Larcom carried out his duties may not . 
He never spared himself in the attempt to alleviate the 
suffering of those years and his exertions almost killed him. 
It was natural that as a result of the Famine an inquiry 
should have been instituted into the working of the Irish 
Poor Law, natural also that Larcom . should have been 
appointed Chief Commissioner to conduct the inquiry. 
He also presided over various Boundary Commissions,. 
and when he became Deputy-Chairman of the Board of 
Works in 1850 all the unions and electoral districts of Ire
land were remodelled in accordance with their recom'.. 
mendations. 

Even this is by no means a complete account of Larcom's. 
public services, and with such a record and such encyclopredic 
knowledge of Irish conditions it was almost inevitable 
that when the post of Under Secretary for Ireland fell vacant 
in 1853 it should have been given to him. Some idea of the 
esteem in which Larcom was held is conveyed by the fact 
that the office was for the first time made permanent and 
non-political, especially so that he might retain it. He did 
so through six administrations and in the sixteen years of 
his tenure it became a saying amongst the people that the 
effective government of Ireland was in the hands of " Larcom 
and the police." The political events of that period are not 
in question here ; so far as social and economic conditions 
are concerned, Larcom undoubtedly spared no effort to, 
improve the state of the people as far as was in his power.. 
With the heritage of the Famine and the defective state of 
the land laws the task was an immense one, which required 
more radical measures than any executive could take of itself. 
Yet on balance Larcom's period of office was one of material 
advancement in Ireland. 

The responsibilities of his position were very heavy and 
inevitably left him with little time for the literary and his
torical work which so greatly interested him. it is not 
surprising to find, therefore, that although he remained a 
Vice-President until his death he contributed only one paper 
to the Statistical Society-his " Address at the Conclusion 
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f the Third Session," 1 which, though erroneous in some of 
5 predictions, was yet an intelligent and careful survey of 

the population . and resources of Ireland before and after 
the Famine. 

Before his retirement from the Under-Secretaryship ill 
1868 Larcom had becom~ a K.C.B. and risen to the rank 
of Lieutenant-General. He spent his last years in England, 
compiling with his invariable thoroughness the records of 
events in his own time in Ireland, which formed the numerous 
volumes whicl{' he bequeathed to the Statistical Society.2 

Few men in their seventies would have the energy to complete 
such a heavy task; few men would have the disinterested 
concern to ensure that posterity should have, not their own 
views of their period, but the full factual materials for writing· 
its history. Indeed these volumes are a monument to Larcom's. 
character-typical of an upright man who carried out any 
task he set himself regardless of the effort involved, who was. 
never content merely iri doing his duty, but only in doing it 
superlatively well. 

WILLIAM NEILSON HANCOCK (1820-1888). 

Although Hancock was nev·er a famous man he was a 
remarkable one, and deserves special consideration in any 
account of the Statistical and Social Inquiry Society · of 
Ireland since he was its real founder and its moving spirit 
for the first thirty-five years of its existence. 

Born at Lisburn in 1820, he entered Trinity College, 
Dublin, in 1838. At first a student of mathematics, he turned 
after graduation to law and Political Economy, two subjects. 
which determined the character of his life work. He was 
called to the Irish Bar in 1844 and was elected Whately 
Professor of Political Economy in Trinity College, Dublin 
in 1846. His first published work showed a characteristic 
combination of his two fields of activity ; this was " The· 
Tenant-right of Ulster Considered Economically," which 
appeared in 1845, giving an economic interpretation of the 
evidence of his elder brother, John, Lord Lurgan's agent, 
before the Landlord and Tenant Commission. 

Hancock had the distinction of holding two Chairs simul
taneously for, while he remained Whately Professor until 
1851, he was also Professor of Jurisprudence and Political 

1 Transactions of the Dublin Statistical Society, vol. ii (June, 1850). 
2 See above, History of the Society, pp. 32 and 33. 
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E conomy at Queen 's College, Belfast, from its opening in 
1849 until 1853. At this period he had almost withdrawn 
from practice at the Bar to devote himself to social and 
economic studies ; but he did not become an academic 
economist. Whately's suggestion to Hancock that he should 
devote his lectures to considering the application 01 economic 
principles to the case of Ireland1 seems to have had a profound 
effect on the latter's career. " The orthodox doctrines of 
political economy if applied rigidly in Ireland would, he 
early saw, lead to startling results. He set himself to reconcile 
the tenets of the economist with the needs of the country. 
This he called ' Applied Political Economy ' ." 2 It is in a 
sense regrettable that Hancock thus came t o devote himsf'lf 
exclusively to the practical side of economic affairs, for he 
had very considerable ability as a theorist.3 But from the 
standpoint of Ireland, and more particularly the Statistical 
Society, it brought no small advantage. 

It would seem t o have been largely this new direction of 
his interests which led Hancock to found the Dublin Statistical 
Society in 1847 and the Belfast Social Inquiry Society in 
1851. In part at least it was this same influence which caused 
the metamorphosis in 1853 from Professor Hancock, the 
economist, to Dr. Hancock, the statistician and public 
servant. His first task in this capacity was as Secretary 
to the Dublin University Commission, a post which he filled 
whilst still a Professor, between 1851 and 1853. Shortly 
afterwards he held the same office on the Endowed Schools 
(Ireland) Commission, which reported in 1858. Thereafter 
he held a series of public offices and was the author of numerous 
official reports, using his legal and economic training to the 
fullest advantage. 

Hancock acted as Clerk of the Custody of Papers in matters 
of Idiots and Lunatics in Court of Chancery from 1855 to 
1858 and again from 1859 to 1866. He was Secretary of the 
English and Irish Law and Chancery Commission in 1861 
and of the Irish Admiralty Commission in 1864, whilst in 
1867-8 the Minutes of the Statistical Society inform us that 
" Dr. Hancock was absent during the entire of the Session, 
engaged in public business. " He was, in fact, visiting Belgium 

1 See above History of the Society, p. 2. 
2 W. H. Dodd, K.C., in Belfast Literary Society, 1801-1901 ; Histor

ical Sketch with Memoirs of some distinguished Members, (Belfast, 
1902) pp . 106-7, 

3 For a justification of this view, see the p resent writer's paper 
Trinity College, Du.blin, and the Theory of Valu.e, 1832-1863, 

J::conomica, August 1945, pp. 145-6. 
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study its railway system in connection with his work as 
cretary to the Railways (Ireland) Commission. Elected a 

ueen's Counsel in 1880 he subsequently became Keeper of 
ecords of the Irish Land Commission in 1881- 1882, and 
Ierk of the Crown and Hanaper from 1882 to 1884. This 

was his last public post ; ill-health compelled his retirement 
some years before his death in 1888. 

In the decade 1863-73 he had the task of collecting and 
compiling the ' Judicial and Criminal Statistics of Ireland ' 
and in subsequent years continued to contribute an annual 
report to preface the returns. During this period also he 
submitted frequent reports, statistical and otherwise, on 
special aspects of the Irish economic situation-such as his 
•: Report on the Supposed Progressive Decline of Irish 
Prosperity" (1862), "Report on the Landlord and Tenant 
Question in Ireland, from 1800 till 1866 ; with an Appendix, 
containing a Report on the Question from 1853 till 1859 " 
(1866), "Report on the Statistics of Savings Invested in 
Ireland, etc., 1860-72 " (1873). The two volumes on the 
Brehon Laws, edited by Hancock for the Commissioners 
of the Publication of the Ancient Laws and Institutes of 
Ireland, are also noteworthy amongst his many published 
works. 

This brief account of Hancock's activities makes it possible 
to appreciate the statement of his close friend and colleague, 
John Kells Ingram :- " His life was a useful and a noble 
one." 1 His purpose was social improvement, and he devoted 
himself to it with remarkable and unremitting energy. A 
glance at the list of his papers, in the Author Index of t his 
volume, will prove that he was an extraordinarily prolific 
writer, and whenever he saw a social problem, however 
great or small, he was always ready to analyse it and suggest 
a solution. · 

It is true that he combined his zeal for reform with a 
considerable degree of conservatism. He believed in the 
efficacy of laissez-/ aire with a faith more ardent than that 
of most nineteenth-century economists. 2 For Hancock 
laissez-! aire was an active, not a passive, doctrine. He 
considered t hat, in Ireland at least, progress was hampered 
by outmoded legislation and advocated the removal of 

1 J. K . Ingram : "Memoir of lhc late W illia m Neilson Hancock, 
LL.D., Q.C." j ournal S .S .I.S.I., vol. ix , ·p. 393. 

2 Ingram suggest~ t hat this was modified in later years. Op. cit.> 
p . 387. 
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~nneces_sar);', restric~ions ; this was the whole burden of his 
1nfluential Im.I?ed1ments to the Prosperity of Ireland."1 

Ha~cock retamed a perennial interest in the Irish land 
quest10n, as was natural in one who had once been a land 
age~~ and whose father and brother had held the same 
position, and he had considerable influence in the drafting 
of the Land Act of r870. He was a consistent advocate 
'?f th~ general recogn~tion of tenant-right, and thought that 
1n this, rather than m peasant proprietorship, the ultimate 
solut10n of the land question would be found. Another set 
of problems which always interested him were " those which 
arise out of the conception of the family as the unit of society." 2 

~ e steadfastly opposed all schemes of poor relief which 
mvolved severance of family ties, and he was no friend to 
schemes for wider employmen t of women. Thus in some 
respects the ultim~te solution of social problems differed 
much from that which Hancock advocated · but he had the 
sense of justice and lively sympathy with suffering which 
mar~s the true reformer, and of the sincerity of his desire 
for improvement and the value of his work in its time there 
-can be no doubt. 

As has bee_n sugge~ted, h~ was al~ost ideally equipped for 
the work which he did. With rractical experience as lawyer 
.and land agent he combined sound economic knowledge and 
statis~ica~ ability of no mean order. Though he made no 
~ontnbut10ns to the theory of statistics, as compiler and 
mterpreter of data he was most able-" careful , intrepid, 
an~ scrupulously honest " is the judgment of one of his 
.assistants. 3 

. To t~~ St~ti~tical Society he gave invaluable service and 
his pos1t10n m 1t was, and remains, unique. When he ceased 
to _hold the Wha_tely Chair he offered to resign the Secretary
ship of the _Society, the office he took upon himself when 
h~ founde~ it, but he was prevailed upon to retain it and 
did_ so _until r88r. During those }4 years he was constantly 
~ct1:1e i~ and on behalf of the Society. He kept its Minutes 
m his vigorous hasty handwriting which 'was undecipherable 
save to a few._' 4 He ac~ed for the Society on deputations 
and sub-committees, makmg suggestions for its improvement. 
When changes :were proposed, when special social problems 
were debated, it was almost always ' on the motion of Dr. 
.Hancock.' 

1 London, 1850. 
2 Ingram, op. cit., p. 389. 
3 W. H. Dodd, op. cit., p. 107. 
• Ibid., p. 106. 
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lie was a frequent contributo~ to the Tra?sacti?ns, 
dally in the early years, and his papers contamed httle 

t was trivial . In the impressive account of "What the 
tatistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland has effected 

1g47-r888) " 1 at least seven of the reforms are directly 
traceable to Hancock's papers, and his influence is evident 
in many others. He was always at work on some problem 
and if the Council found that there was ' no paper for next 
night of meeting ' Hancock could be relied upon to fill the gap. 

When he ultimately sought to resign the Secretaryship 
in 1881, his fellow officers prevailed upon him, apparently 
not without some difficulty , to accept the well-deserved 
position of President. He retained it for only one session, 
but remained as Vice-President until his death. It would be 
something of an injustice to his many active and distinguished 
associates t o say that in his time Hancock was the Statistical 
Society, but he was a vital force in it. Certainly none so 
completely followed its aims and fulfilled its objects-" the 
promotion of the study of Statistics, Jurisprudence and 
Social and Economic Science." 

JAMES ANTHONY LAWSON (r8r7-r887). 

Lawson was one of that group of brilliant young lawyers 
who occupied the Whately Chair in the early years of its 
establishment. He graduated in Trinity College as B.A. 
in r838 and LL.B. in r84r and held the Whately Professorship 
from r840 to 1845 . He was thus Hancock's immediate 
predecessor and it was natural that he should be closely 
associated with him in the foundation of the Statistical 
Society.2 While he had the distinction of being the first 
man ever to read a parier before it and shared the duties of 
Secretary with Hancock for seven years, Lawson never 
devoted himself to it with the wholehearted energy of his 
colleague, for his career followed a different path. 

As an economist, Lawson, if not outstanding, was able 
and possessed of some original ideas. Ingram accorded 
him a place in his "History of Political Economy" chiefly 
because he asserted in opposition to Senior that Political 
Economy was a science "avide des f aits."3 Lawson's criticism 
of the Malthusian doctrine of population on the ground that 
higher standards of living would t end to reduce rather than 

1 Journal S .S.I.S.I., vol. viii, p. 146. 
2 See above, History of the Society, chap. i. 
3 Ingram : History of Political Economy (Edinburgh, 1888), p. 142. 

Lawson: Five Lectures on Political Economy (London, 1844), p. 9. 
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increase population is more noteworthy, however. This 
opposition to Malthusianism is clearly shown in his Statistical 
Society paper "The Over-Population Fallacy considered " 
and his earlier contribution t o the Transactions " On Com
mercial Panics " contains some valuable observations, if no 
complete explanation of those phenomena. Lawson's later 
papers have a strongly legal bias, for though he first combined 
Political Economy with law, in later life he gave his attention 
entirely t o t he latter, reaching high office in t he legal pro
fession. 

In 1857 Lawson became a Queen's Counsel and in the 
same year attempted unsuccessfully to enter Parliament 
as member for Dublin University. The following year saw 
him acting as legal adviser to the Crown in Ireland and 
he was appointed Solicitor-General for Ireland in 1861 and 
Attorney-General in 1865. From that time until 1868 he· 
was Member of Parliament for Portarlington. Defeated in 
the General Election of December, 1868, he abandoned the 
attempt to make a political career for himself and returned 
to the law, tci become a member of the judicial bench. He 
was fourth Justice of the Common Pleas in Ireland from 
1868 until 1882 ; in 1870 he became an English Privy 
Councillor, and at the same time the Statistical Society 
nominated him for their Presidency, which he retained 
for two sessions. It was during this period that he put before 
the Society his plan for the codification of Engl ish Law, 
which was introduced int0 Parliament as a bill by Heron 
and Pim. 1 

In r88z Lawson was m;/.de a judge in the Queen's Bench 
division and he incurred considerable enmity for acting as 
judge at political trials in the days of the Land League. 
An attempt to assassinate him was made in 1882 by Patrick 
Delaney, who was afterwards one of t hose accused in con
nection with the Phoenix Park murders. Lawson escaped, 
and continued to carry out his dut ies with an unswerving 
courage which compelled admiration. 

Though not amongst its most famous or active members, 
Lawson was for forty years a consistent supporter of the 
Statistical Society, and he cor.1bined in himself the legal and 

· economic training and the enthusiasm for social reform 
which were the real foundations of the early success of the 
Society. 

1 Rep or t of the Council at the Opening of the Twenty-Sixth Session, 
J ournal S.S. I .S.I. , vol. vi , p. 177. 

[T o fa ce page 6 2. 

JAMES ANTHONY LAWSON, 

PRESIDENT, 1870-1872. 
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JOHN KELLS INGRAM (1823-1907). 
It must fran kly be acknowledged that to write a biograph

ical sketch of J ohn Kells Ingram is to attempt the impossible, 
for so varied and brilliant were his achievements that nothing 
less than a full length book could do justice to them. But 
unfortunately there is no comprehensive biography of Ingram, 
and it would be unthinkable to exclude him from the list 
of those who have enhanced the reputation of this Society. 

Ingram, a boy of Ulster descent, entered Trinity College, 
Dublin, at the early age of fourteen, and graduated B.A. 
in 1843, in which year he also made himself famous by his 
poem "The Memory of the Dead ." He had already shown 
great promise in mathematics and classics, and some of his 
early papers dealt with geometrical research. It was on this 
subject that he addressed the Royal Irish Academy when he 
became a member in 1847, having been elected a Fellow of 
Trinity College in 1846. Mathematics, however, was only 
one of Ingram's many interests; he was already thinking on 
social problems when the Dublin Statistical Society was 
founded, and he gave it ready and willing support from 
the outset. He was a member of the original Council, and 
served for ten years, acting as Secretary from 1855 until 
1857, when he became a Vice-President. 

Although he was very active in the administration of the 
Society at this early period, Ingram contributed nothing to 
its proceedings-that was to come later. Meanwhile he 
was developing his scholarship in many directions, filling 
a succession of offices in Trinity College with equal distinction. 
He became Erasmus Smith's Professor of Oratory in 1852 
and commenced to teach English Literature in 1855 when 
that subject was ad¾d to the Chair, contributing not a little 
t o Shakespearean criticism in later years. Withal Ingram 
found no difficulty in filling the Regius chair of Greek when 
it fell vacant in 1866 and preparing classical papers for 
H ermathena, the University periodical which he founded 
during his tenure of this Professorship. He was equally 
successful when elected Librarian in 1879, showing a thorough 
command of the technique of librarianship as well as a 
scholar's ability to interpret and edit the rare manuscripts 
in his care. His great service to the University came to an 
end only in 1899, when he resigned the position of Vice
Provost . 

Before that time Ingram had secured a E uropean reputation 
as an economist , which had its origin in his work for the 
Sta.tistical Society . His economic writings were deeply 
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influenced by two closely related factors-his strong humani
tarian sympathies and his adherence to the · sociological 
doctrines of Auguste Comte. So far as this Society was 
concerned, the former was of most importance, and it seems 
probable that, with Hancock, Ingram was largely responsible 
for influencing the Society towards social inquiry rather 
than pure statistical studies. Certainly . it is noteworthy 
that he did not begin to contribute papers until after the 
reorganisation of 1862 which extended the objects of the 
Society to include" all questions of Social Science." 1 Ingram's 
papers were not numerous, but every one of them was 
notable, alike for content, style, and logical clearness. The 
:first was his ' Considerations on the State of Ireland,' a 
remarkably well balanced survey, which attracted much 
attention at the time. 2 This was closely followed in 1864 
by "A Comparison between the English and Irish Poor Laws 
with respect to the Conditions of Relief," which combined 
a development of his suggestion made in the earlier address, 
that the two Poor Laws should be completely assimilated, 
with a very able study of the then existing administration 
of relief. 

More than a decade elapsed before Ingram spoke before 
the Society again, on another aspect of the same problem. 
His 1875 address on " The Organisation of Charity and the 
Boarding out of Pauper Children " was delivered when the 
Society's reforming activities were at their height, a~d ~ed 
to the formation of the important Charity Orgamsat10n 
Committee.3 Again, it was a paper with a sequel-" Additional 
Facts and Arguments on the Boarding-Out of Pauper 
Children," read in 1876. 

Important as these papers were at the time, th~y have not 
the permanent significance of the two ?thers which Ingra~ 
never read before the Society, but which were accepted m 
lieu of Opening Addresses during his tenure of the Presidency 
in the years 1878- 80. These were " The Present Posit~on 
and Prospects of Political Economy " (Address to Sect10n 
F of the British Association, 1878) and "Work and the 
Workman" (Address to the Trades Union Congress, 1880.) 
The first, in which he declared that " the study of the 

1 This is pointed out in C. Litton Falkiner's " Memoir of the late 
John Kells Ingram," Journal 5.5.I.S.I.! vol. xi, p. 105._ (Also separate
ly printed, Dublin, 1907). The reader is referred to this for a compre
hensive summary and criticism of Ingram's papers, as well as for an 
excellent account of the early years of the Society. 

• Some account of the content and position of this paper is given 
above, History of the Society, p. 23. 

3 See above, History of the Society, pp. 31-32. 
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economic phenomena of society ought to be ~yste~aticallY, 
combined with that of the other aspects of social existence 
and condemned the unduly abstr3:ct method of contem~o_ra_ry 
economics, showed cl~arly t~e influence of the Po~itivist 
conception of economic studies as a branch of sociology. 
The work produced a most favourable reaction, particularly 
amongst the members of the German Historical School, and 
placed Ingram in the front rank of English economists. 

"Work and the Workman "shows the practical application 
of Ingram's sociological ideas. In this add_ress_ he emphasised 
that questions of social welfare necessarily mvol_ved moral 
considerations and that this applied to the particular case 
of the position of the working class. Employer-employee 
relationships could not be based solely on ' the law of the 
market,' and the amelioration of the position of the wor~er 
would require not merely adequate wages but also educat10n 
and congenial domestic circumstances. 
. After he resigned from the Presidency, Ing_ram did not gi"'.e 
any further papers to the Statistical Society, except h~s 
"Memoir of the late William Neilson Hancock," 1 but his 
main reputation as an economist rests on works written 
after 1880-chiefly his" History of Political Economy" (~888) 
and" History of Slavery and Serfdom" (1895), both amplific<;1-
tions from articles in the ninth edition of the " Encyclopaedia 
Britannica." The former, a pionetr work of its kind, achieved 
enormous success and was translated into ten different 
languages. The manner in which Ingram linked_ up the 
development of economic ideas with the philosophical an? 
social background was then quite novel, and even to-day his 
work may be ranked amongst the best histories of economic 
thought, despite its methodological bias. 

Ingram's last years were spent in expound~ng tl~e. religion 
and philosophy of Positivism, and h~ w~s st_1ll wntmg ably 
on this topic after he had passed l11S eightieth year. . His 
death in 1907 terminated an a~azing ~areer of sus~a1~ed 
brilliance and broke the last lmk which the Statistical 
Society had with its original officers. During his. long con
nection with the Society he had worked hard for its success 
and done much to secure recognition for it. It was no small 
advantage to the Statistical Society to have numbered one 
who was "probably the best educated man in the world " 2 

amongst its founders. · 
1 Read in 1889.' (journal S.S.I.S.I., vol. ix, p. 384.) . . 
·2 This tribute was paid to Ingram by Dr. R. Y. _Tyrrell in an appreci

ation which he wrote for the Dublin Evening Mail of May 1st, 1907, 
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J AMES HAUGHTON (1795- 1873). 

Haughton_ was born in Carlow, of a Quaker family, and 
ei:itered . busmess at the age of fifteen, finally establishing 
h1mself m 1819 as a corn merchant in Dublin, with his brother 
~s partner. During the eighteen-thir ties he became seriously 
mterested in the social questions of the day and thenceforward 
was continually active as a philanthropist and reformer. 
Two ~roblems in which he took an early, but lasting, interest 
were mtemperance and slavery. He was prominent in the 
movement for abolition of slavery in the West Indies in 
1838, going to London as a delegate of the Hibernian Anti
Slavery Society. In the same year he began to write to 
the ~ress _on the subject of Temperance, became a total 
abstamer m 1839, and remained all his life a convinced 
advocate of legislative restriction on the sale of alcohol. 
H_is activities in these two causes brought him into contact 
with Father Mathew and Daniel O'Connell, to both of whom 
he gave strong support and respect. Temperance and anti
slavery were not, however, the only causes with which 
Haughton was associated ; he also held pacifist views and 
ady~cated abolition of capital punishment, expressing his 
opm10ns on these questions in his letters and pamphlets. 

Haughton was thus rather different from most of the original 
members of the Statistical Society-at least those who took 
any active_ part in its early work. He had no academic training 
or profes_si_onal concern :vith statistics or social investigation, 
only a di~mterested desrre for reform, but that was sufficient 
to i:nake him a valuable and enthusiastic supporter of the 
Society. He was not at first an officer, but was soon elected 
to the Council and became a Vice-President in 1860, retaining 
the office until his death. He was a constant attender at 
meetings and a frequent contributor t o the Transactions; 
only the indefatigable Hancock (who was his son-in-law) 
produced a greater number of papers. Of Haughton's, as might 
be expected, the majoritydealt with the question of temperance, 
and several others with slavery, but he also made contri
butions on education, poor laws, land tenure, co-operation, 
and free trade. In the latter he was a strong believer, advo
cating the al:olition even of duties for revenue only and their 
replacement by general direct taxation, while on the land 
q~estion he spoke in favour of legislative interference to 
give tenants securi ty and compensation for improvements. 
In addition to his appearances at the Statistical Society, he 
took a prominent part in the Irish meetings of the Social 
Science Congress and British Association . 
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Haughton was a notable example of the Qineteenth-century 
'humanitarian. He believed completely in the efficacy of 
reform within the existing social system and had the conviction 
that reason would ultimately secure the triumph of liberal 
principles. Yet liberal though he was, he was utterly un
compromising, prepared to sacrifice anything to principles 
which he conceived right. Many of his views might now be 
regarded as narrow, but he possessed qualities which deserve 
respect- sincerity, honesty and public spirit . Good citizens 
like J ames Haughton, who were anxious to inquire into 
social conditions and seek means for their improvement, gave 
the Statis>ical Society its raison d'etre. 

CONSULT :-Samuel Haughton: "Memoir of James 
Haughton. With extracts from his private and published 
letters." (Dublin and London, 1877) . 

DENIS_ CAULFIELD HERON (1824-1881) . 

The combination of legal and economic training so frequent 
and fruitful in nineteenth-century Ireland, is again exemplified 
in the case of Heron, but, like Lawson, he was predominantly 
a lawyer. 

The son of a Dublin clerk, Heron entered Trinity CollPge 
in 1840, became a sizar in 1842, and qualified for a scholarship 
in 1843, but was refused election as a Catholic. Heron 
appealed to the Visitor of the University, and although he was 
unsuccessful, "The Case of Denis Caulfield Heron, Appellant, 
against the Provost and Senior Fellows of Trinity College, 
Dublin, Respondents " 1 in which Longfield, Butt, and 
O'Hagan were retained, became something of a cause celebre. 
In 1847, two years after his graduation, Heron published 
his " Constitutional History of the University of Dublin " in 
which he demanded reform of the whole position of Catholics 
in the University. In the following year he was called to 
the Irish Bar, and in 1849 was appointed Professor of Juris
prudence and Political Economy in the newly-opened Queen's 
College, Galway, a post which he held for ten years. 

Heron was an original member of t he Dublin Statistical 
Society, and was elected one of the first four Barrin&t~n 
Lecturers in 1849. He became ?- member of the Council m 
1850, was a Vice-President from 1871 until his death, and 
contributed to the Society's Transactions throughout his 

1 I rish Law Reports, vol. ix, p . 41. There are also private reports; 
one by J. F. Waller (Dublin 1846), another by Macdonnell and 
H ancock . 
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career. His two most significant papers were " Historical 
Statistics of Ireland " and " Ireland in 1864," which raised a 
considerable controversy at the time, 1 but he read several 
others on the land question. A strong advocate of tenant
right as a basic reform, he showed himself as a supporter 
of the Land Act of 1870 in a paper of 1871. His last contri
bution, in 1872, was an interesting account of " A Visit to 
Russia" which he made as the Society's delegate to the 
eighth International Statistical Congress at St. Petersburg. 

After he left his Chair at Queen's College, Galway, Heron 
devoted himself almost entirely to his practice at the Bar. 
He became a Queen's Counsel in 1860, and in the same year 
published his" Introduction to the History of Jurisprudence," 
which was followed in 1873 by a" Principles of Jurisprudence." 
He was made a Bencher of King's Inns in 1872 and third 
Serjeant-at-law in 1880. Aside from this, he was Member of 
Parliament for County Tipperary in the years 1870-74, 
defeating Charles Kickham by a very narrow margin for 
the seat . 

It seems probable that Heron would have been given a place 
on the Judicial Bench, and also been offered the Presidency 
of the Statistical Society, but he was drowned in a fishing 
accident on the Corrib at the early age of fifty-seven. 

THOMAS O'HAGAN (1812-1885), FIRST BARON O'HAGAN 
OF TULLAHOGUE. 

Throughout its existence the Sta.tistical Society has 
numbered amongst its members many able and eminent 
lawyers, but few have been more distinguished than Thomas 
O'Hagan. He began his career at the Irish Bar in 1836, having 
studied first at King's Inns, Dublin, and then at Gray's 
Inn, London. Practising on the North-Eastern circuit, 
O'Hagan took up residence in Newry and edited the Newry 
Examiner from 1836 to 1840. At the Bar he soon gained a 
reputation as an orator, and was appointed Assistant-Barrister 
for the county Longford, being given the same office in county 
Dublin ten years later. He became a Queen's Counsel in 1849, 
and was promoted to the offices of third Serjeant-at-law in 
1858, Solicitor-General in 1860, and Attorney-General in 
18br. These preferments brought unpopularity with them, 
for O'Hagan had now to prosecute where he might formerly 
have defended, and it was only against violent opposition 

1 For comment on the~e papers, see above, History of the Society. 
pp. 23-24. 
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that he became Member of Parliament for Tralee when that 
seat fell vacant in 1862. In Parliament he was active in 
seeking Irish reforms, but his career was brief, for in 1865 
he was appointed a judge of the Irish Court o{ Common Pleas. 
On the Bench he fully justified the satisfaction generally 
expressed at his appointment , and when Gladstone came to 
power in 1868 he honoured O'Hagan with the high office of 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland, which he held for six years. 
In 1870 he was raised to the peerage with the t itle of first 
Baron O'Hagan of Tullahogue and spoke for the Government 
in the Debate on the Land Bill in the House of Lords. 

O'Hagan was an original member of the Statistical Society, 
but, as might be expected, he, had little opportunity to take 
an active part in it. However, his interest in social questions 
was very real and when the Social Science Congress met in 
Dublin in 1861, he presided over the ' Punishment and 
Reformation ' sect ion, which dealt with topics which he 
had made his particular concern. In 1865, he opened the 
nineteenth session of the Statistical Society as Vice-President 
with an address in which he summarised reforms alread\: 
achieved and pointed out directions in which further irr:
provement was required- notably in regard to the jury 
system. In 1869, O'Hagan succeeded Longfield in the 
Presidency, and his address in 1870 included a full explanation 
of the Land Act of 1870 whose value, he held, " could scarcely 
be over-estimated." 

It was only on such occasions that O'Hagan appeared 
before the Society ; he was not one of those who drew 
attention to the need for reform, but one who helped to 
enact the reforms, as his work in regard to the lunacy law, 
local government and the jury system indicated while he 
was Lord Chancellor. He had a great interest in the improve
ment of education, and gave strong support to the Inter
mediate Education (Ireland) Act, becoming an original 
member of the Intermediate Education Board in 1878. 
He also supported the foundation of the Royal University, 
of which he was Vice-Chancellor from 1880 until his death. 

Lord O'Hagan had the Jistinction of being nominated 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland a second time in 1880, but failing 
health necessitated his retirement in November 1881. Just 
prior t o this he had delivered his address as President of the 
Social Science Congress at its meeting in Dublin.1 This, 
together with the discourse on " E conomic and Statistical 
Inquiry " which he gave as President of Section F of the 

1 See a bove, H istory of t he Society, pp. 33. 
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British Association at its Belfast meeting in 1874, is repro
-duced in the volume of "Occasional Papers and Addresses " 1 

which he published aft er his retirement. 
Co SULT :- 0 . J. Burke : " History of the Lord Chancellors 

of Ireland " (Dublin, 1879). 

WILLIAM EDWARD HEARN (1826-1888). 

Hearn provides yet another example of that display of 
a wide variety of talents which seems to have been almost 
typical of the early members of the Statistical Society. At 
T rinity College, Dublin, where he graduated in 1847, he was 
a brilliant classical student, but also read the course in 
Logic and Ethics, which then included political economy. 
After graduation, he studied law and was called to the Irish 
Bar in 1853, but before this he had been appointed first 
P rofessor of Greek in Queen's College, Galway, in 1849. 

This early prominence in academic life led to Ream 's being 
offered a Chair in the new University of Melbourne in 1854. 
H e accepted the post, which bore the formidable t itle of 
Professor of Modern History and Literature, Political Econ
•omy and Logic, and not merely discharged its duties but 
taught classics as well after his arrival in Australia in 

_"1856 . After a short period, however, his scope was narrowed 
·to Modern History and Political Economy, which he taught 
for some twenty years, publishing his best known work : 
"Plutology; or the theory of the efforts to satisfy Human 
Wants " in 1864. 

In 1873, Hearn became Dean of the Faculty of Law at 
Melbourne, which enabled him to resign his professorship 
and so evade the prohibition the University authorities 
had placed on holders of Chairs participating in politics. 
He was elected to the Legislative Council in 1878, and devoted 
himself principally to seeking a codification of the statutes 
of Victoria. In 1883 he became leader of the House and 
retained the office until his death, while for a period in 1886 
he was Chancellor of Melbourne University. In teaching 
and writing in later years, Hearn was concerned more with 
legal than economic subjects. 

Although Ream's real career was that of an Australian 
professor he had made some mark in economic affairs before 
he left I reland. He joined the Statistical Society in 1848, 
and was selected in the following year_ as one of the first 
Barringt on Lecturers, which was a considerable tribute 

1 London, 1884. 
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to his abilities, as he was then o~y twenty-th~ee years of 
age and quite unknown as a profess10nal economist. 

. Hearn acted as Barrington Lecturer for fou,~ years, b_ut 
only once read a paper ~efore_ t~,e Society~ On Cottier 
Rents," in 1851. However, his Cassell Pr~ze Essay o!l 
the Condition of Ireland " 1 gave ~urther evi~ence of his 
interest in social and economic quest10ns . . In t~is he mad~ a 
competent analysis of the causes of Insh distress, laying 
emphasis principally on the absence of manufactures and 
the consequent pressure on the supply of land. He follow~d 
Jonathan Pim2 in advocating a regime of "free trade m 
land," with improvements secured to the tenants, as the 
most useful remedy. 

From this it would appear that even had he remained , 
in Ireland, Hearn would probably have made his reputa~ion 
as an economist rather than a classical scholar, and might· 
have taken a prominent place in the affairs of the Statistical , 
Society. 

CONSULT :-D. B. Copland: "W. E. Heam: First 
Australian Economist ." (Melbourne, 1935). 

ALEXA DER THOM (1801-1879). 

Amongst those whom Jo~ 1\ells_ Ingram induced to jo~ 
the Dublin Statistical Society m its early days none did 
more to extend and popularise statistical information about 
Ireland than Alexander Thom, author and publisher of 
' " Thom's Irish Almanac and Official Directory." 
· Thom was born and educated in Scotland but when his 

schooling was completed he came to Dublin_to assist his !ather, 
Walter Thom, who was then acting as printer and_ editor of 
the Dublin J ournal, a position which h_e had received from 
the Chief Secretary, Sir Robert Peel m 1813. The elder 
Thom, in addition to journalism, was the author of sever~! 
historical and statistical works,- chief amongs~ them his_ 
"History of Aberdeen."3 He became the I?ropnetor of t~e
Dublin Journal when Peel resigned the Chief Secretaryship• 

. 1 London and Dublin, 1851. The Cassell Prize_ .of 200 guineas for 
an essay on this t opic was awarded on the verdict of Hancock and 
Jonathan Pim. 

. 2 See Pim : Condition and Prospects of Ireland (Dublin, 1848), 
chapter 12. 

3 Aberdeen, printed by D. Chalmers, 18II . 
F 
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in 1817, but the paper lost popula~ity thro_ugh political 
changes and collapsed shortly after his 1eath_ m 1824. 1 

So in 1825 Alexander Thom, who had mhented the paper. 
sold out its assets and set up as a general printer. After some 
difficult years, in 1833 he secured from Peel the contract 
for all Post Office printing in Ireland. Thomas Drummond, 
the able Under-Secretary and friend of Larcom (q.v.) gave 
Thom the execution of the printing for the Railway Com
mission in 1838. Prior to this the printing of all Royal Com
missions in Ireland had been done in London, but Thom 
secured its complete transfer to Dublin. 

From his printing of the " Post Office Dir~ctory " ~ 1835 
Thom appears to have acquired the expenence which led 
up to the first appearance of his own " Irish Alr~anac ?-nd 
Official Directory " in 1844. The work prove~ an ~mmediate 
success and by 1850 it had superseded all its nvals._ ~ts 
favourable progress was largely due to the fact that i~ m
cluded a large quantity of reliable and well arranged nat10nal 
and local statistics of Ireland. Thus it soon became not merely 
a directory, but a standard work of reference for anyone 
seeking information on the condition of Ireland, _and a_s _such 
had a wide circulation outside the country of its ongm. 

Thom enjoyed continued success as a p~in~er and publish_er 
for the rest of his life. He secured the pnntmg of the official 
Dublin Gazette in 1851, and his career culminated in his 
appointment as Queen's Printer in_ Ireland ~n 1876. Thr?ugh
out thirty-five years, however, his great mtere~t co!ltmued 
to be the development and improvement of his Directory 
and the study of the Irish conditions which it ~o admirably 
summarised. He built up an excellent collection of works 
on Irish affairs which is now in the possession of the National 
Library of Irel~nd. In 1860 and 1861 he publis~ed, for priv~te 
circulation " A Collection of Tracts and Treatises Illustrative 
of the Natural History, Antiquities, and Political and Social 
State of Ireland at Various Periods prior to the Present 
Century "-two volumes containing selections from noted 
writers on Ireland, including Petty and Berkeley. 

In 1877 " Thom's Directory" appeared with the _statemer:t 
in the 'Advertisement' that "Mr. Thom regrets that his 
advancing years preclude him from continuing. the great 
personal labour and anxiety attend_ant upon its annual 
issue." Until this time he had retamed complete respon
sibility for the planning and supervision of the work, and he 

1 A fuller account of the circumstances is given by Mr. J. VV. 
H~mmond in his paper on " The Founder of ' Thom's Directory.' " 
Dublin Historical Rer.ord, vol. viii, No. 2, pp. 43- 44. 
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never relaxed his standards. In these circumstances it was 
natural enough that he should never have contributed to 
the proceedings of the Statistical Society for " from the 
pressure of his engagements he dreaded the preparation of 
an address." 1 But Thom was a close friend of most of the 
leading members of the Society and they were fully aware 
that he was doing much to forward the objects for which it 
had been founded, even though he did not appear active 
within it. 

The Council showed their appreciation of his services to 
Irish statistics by electing him a Vice-President in 1871. 
In return for this Thom, who could not spare time to work for 
the Society himself, presented 100 guineas to be used in the 
preparation of reports on Irish Jurisprudence, which were 
written by Robert Donnell, Constantine Molloy, William 
Mulholland, and William Graham Brooke. 2 Six years later, 
Thom was nominated by the Council for the Presidency, 
but reluctantly declined to accept the distinction on account 
of the continued pressure of his business affairs. 3 

When Thom died at the age of seventy-eight his friend 
HancocK said of him : '' Historians in future ye·ars when . 
treating of Irish affairs in the present century will add the 
name of Alexander Thom to the honoured list of trust
worthy and able writers on Irish affairs." 4 Although the 
history of Ireland in the latter part of the nineteenth century 
largely remains to be written, it is already certain that the 
prophecy was not a false one. 

CONSULT :-Joseph W. Hammond: "The Founder of 
Thom's Directory" in Ditblin Historical Record, vol. viii, 
No. 2 (Ma:rch-May, 1946), pp. 41-56. 

1 
Hancock : Obituary Notice of the late Alexander Thom, Esq ., 

Journal 5.5.l.S.I .. vol. viii, p. 7. 
2 See above, History of the Society, p. 30. 
3 

The graceful letter in which Thom refused the offer is reprod uced 
in part in Historical Memoirs, p . 64. The last paragraph, which is 
there abbreviated, concludes as follows :-

" .... and permit me to add that the l)onour which I now 
so unwillingly relinquish is the more appreciated that it comes 
through one to whom the Society and the Country owe so much .. 

• Hancock, op. cit., p. 8. 

Believe me, Dear Dr. Hancock, 
Most truly your~. 

ALEX. -THOM." 
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RICHARD H USSEY WALSH (1825- 1862) . 

. Walsh first became conn_ected with the Statistical Society 
m 1850, when he was appomted to a Barrington Lectureship. 
~ e had gradu':ted at Trini~y College, Dublin, in 1847, with 
hig~ honours m mathematics_ and physics, and his qualifi
cat10ns would have fitted hrm for a Fellowship, but as 
a Catholic he was then precluded from sitting for one. 
The Whately Chair was a possible alternative and Walsh 
took up the study of Political E conomy with a view to corn-. 
peting at the next examination for the Professorship. H is 
first success came when he won the P rize in Political Economy 
in the University in 1850. It was this which led up to his 
being made a Barrington Lecturer, and after the examination 
in 1851 he succeeded Hancock as Whately Professor. 

On his taking up the duties of Professor, Walsh was made 
,one of the Honorary Secretaries of the Statistical Society 
a nd helcl the office for six years. He act ed as Deputy for 
H ancock in the Chair of Polit ical Economy at Queen's 
College, Belfast, during t he winter of 1853, but his academic 
career ended with the conclusion of his term of .office at 
Dublin University in 1856. He was then appointed as 
Assistant Secretary of the Endowed Schools (Ireland) Com
missim1 and this led on to his nomination as Superintendent 
of the Government Schools in the Mauritius. He entered 
on his duties in 1857, and before leaving Ireland was elected 
an Honorary Member of the Statistical Society. 

In Mauritius his enthusiasm and ability as an administrator 
<lrew attention to him, and the Governor appointed him 
to a Commission established to inquire into the whole civil 
serYice of the island, in addition to his other duties. Walsh 
was also made responsible for the Census of Mauritius which 
was taken in 1861, and carried out the work with great 
ability . Shortly after its completion he was taken ill and 
-died within a few days . 

During his brief career as an economist Walsh had estab
lished a good reputation. His best known work is his 
"Elementary Treatise on Metallic Currency " 1 which was 
something of a pioneer volume on the subject . In it he gave 
a useful account of the principles of coinage, the influence 
of metallic money variations on the general level of prices, 
and the working of the foreign exchanges, gaining the praise 
of J. S. Mill for the quality of his exposition. Writing at 
a time when gold discoveries threat ened a severe depreciation 
-of the currency, ~alsh advocat ed the establishment of a silver 

1 Dublin, 1853 . 
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standard in place of gold, with the issue of additional notes 
to avoi~ ~°:convenience i~ l'.1-rger P'.1-yments, but, admitting 
the possibility of a deprec1at10n of silver, he gave his support 
to the plans for a tabular _stand'.1-rd t hen being developed .1 
These proposa)s_ ~;e C~)lltamed m a paper " Observations 
on the Gold Cn sis which Walsh gave to the British Associa
!ion at its Glasgow Meeting _in 1855'. and which is reproduced 
m the J ou~nal of the Statistical Society2 ; they had, however, 
been prev10usly developed in the "Treatise on Metallic 
Currency." 

W_al~h cont~ibuted a number of other papers to the 
Statistical Society and the British Association but t hese 
contain little that is of more than historical i~terest now. 
While he somet~es dealt with general social questions his 
most_ usual subie~t was contemporary financial problems, 
and it _was as a ~nte~ on monetary topics that he was chiefly 
recogmsed, contnbutmg frequently to the Econ,omist in that 
capaci_ty. ~-hs career was unfortunat ely too short for him to 
e_stabhsh himself as a monetary theorist, but there can be. 
lit tle doubt that he possessed the abilit y to do so. 

THOMAS EDWARD CLIFFE LESLIE (1826-1882) . 

Leslie was one o~ the few mem?ers of the Statisti~al s·ociety 
who ha:7e been given a recogmsed place in the history of 
ec~nomic thought, and i~ is r~markable that Ingram and 
Cairnes, the two economists with whom his name is most 
usually coupled in _that history, were his compatriots and 
fellow-members. Like th~m, he was a student of Trinity 
College, and graduated with a gold medal in Ethics and 
Logic in 1847. He took the degree of LLB. at Dublin in 
1851 and, having studied at Lincoln's Inn was called to 
the English Bar _in 1857. Prior to this he had been appointed 
P rofessor of J uns_prudence and Political Economy at Queen's. 
C?llege, Belfast, m 1853, and he retained this position until 
his death, although he normally resided in London. 

. Leslie was a pupil of Sir Henry Maine, and· learnt from 
hrm the use of the historical method in J urisprudence, whilst 
he ':lso absorbed the sociological doctrines of Comte, although, 
~nhke In~ram, he never ac_cepted the Positivist philosophy 
m its entirety. These two mfluences largely determined the. 
character of his economic work; from the outset of his 

1 On t his see F isher : Stabilised Money (London, 1935) , ch apter ii• 

section 1 . 
2 J ournal S. S .I .S.I., vol. i , p . 175. 



History of the Society 

career he opposed the methods of the later classical school 
and devoted himself largely to inductive studies. His 
principal work was his " Land Systems and Industrial 
Economy of England, Ireland and Continental Countries " 1 

the outcome of extensive . travel and observation, but he 
developed his economic position largely in periodical articles, 
most of which were reprinted in his " Essays in Political 
and Moral Philosophy." 2 Following Longe,3 he refuted the 
wages fund doctrine in an article, " Political Economy and 
the Rate of Wages," in Fraser's Magazine of July, 1868, 
but perhaps the most important of his essays was "On the 
Philosophical Method of Political Economy " which appeared 
in H ermathena for 1876. Ingram attached great importance 
to thi.s article, 4 in which Leslie showed the inadequacy of the 
classical assumption that " the desire of wealth " was the 
sole motive for economic activity and criticised the deductive 
method for such over-simplification of economic phenomena. 

No doubt because of his residence in London, Cliffe Leslie 
did not use the Statistical Society as· a medium for this later 
development of his economic ideas. He became connected 
with the Society in 1851, acted as Barrington Lecturer 
in 1852 and 1853 and as one of the Honorary Secretaries 
from 1857 to 1863. All his papers were read between 1851 
and 1855, the most important being the two on the "Progress 
and Present Condition of Mechanics' Institutions " which 
had some influence on the introduction of Correspondrng 
Societies as part of the organisation of the Statistical Society. 5 

Cliffe Leslie's economic work was fragmentary and it is a 
standard criticism of it to say that it was negative rather 
than positive in character. There is truth in this, and indeed 
it can be said of Leslie and Ingram alike that while they 
were often sweeping in their condemnation of the classical 
syst.em, they never offered any general explanation of econ
omic phenomena to be put in its place. ~n this respect they 
perhaps overestimated the significance of the methodological 
criticisms they made, which indicated the need for modification 
rather than wholesale destruction of the classical edifice. 
Yet this does not alter the fact that the criticism was valid 
and necessary and in addition it must be said of Leslie that 

1 London, 1870. 
2 Dublin, 1879. Second Edition under the title Essays in P olitical 

E conomy, Dublin, 1888. 
• F . D. Longe: A Refutation of the Wage Fund Theory of Modern 

PolitJcal Economy, (London, 1866) . 
· • See Ingram : H istory of Political Economy (first edition), p . 228. 

6 See above, History of the Society, p . 1 I. 

[To fa ce page 76. 

JOHN ELLIOTT CAIR ES, 

H oN. SECRETARY, 1857-1862. 
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he made a thorough-going and useful attempt to apply the 
inductive method which he preached. This, taken in con
junction with the clarity and style which distinguished all 
his writings, is more than enough to entitle him to the high 
place which he was accorded in the ranks of nineteenth
century economists. 

CONSULT :-L. L. Price : " A Short History of Political 
Economy in England" (London, 1891), chapter v. 

JOHN ELLIOTT CAIR ES (1823-1875). 

Of all the economists who have belonged to the Statistical 
Society, Ca_irnes is indisputably the one whose name is most 
widely known, but the facts of his career are rather less 
familiar. When his schooling was completed he spent some 
years as a clerk in his father's brewery at Drogheda, but 
developed a desire to attend the University. His father 
was opposed to this, but made him an allowance which 
enabled him to enter Trinity College in 1842. After gradu
ation he took various posts and engaged in journalism for 
a time, before he finally turned his attention to Political 
Economy. He became a member of the Statistical Society 
in 1853, and acted as Barrington Lecturer in 1854 and 1858. 
In 1856 he decided to compete in the examination for the 
Whately Chair, and was elected Professor. Although he was 
called to the Irish Bar in the following year, from that time 
forward he became entirely an academic economist. In 1859 
he was appointed Professor of Jurisprudence and Political 
Economy at Queen's College, Galway, in succession to Heron, 
and in 1866 he became Professor at University College, 
London. Ill-health compelled him to resign this position 
in 1872, for he had become the victim of a rheumatic disease 
which ultimately reduced him to a state of almost complete 
paralysis some time before his death. Cairnes endured this 
affliction with remarkable courage and retained his intellectual 
power to the last, completing much of his best work after 
the disease had taken firm hold. 

As an economist, Cairnes was t_he complete antithesis of 
Leslie and Ingram, the staunch upholder of the principles 
which they attacked. He is customarily and rightly cited 
as the last exponent of the strict classical system, developing 
and re-stating the doctrines of Mill. His " Character and 
Logical Method of Political Economy " 1 was an elegant 

1 London, 1857. 2nd edition, 1875. 
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statement and defence of the deductive method ; " Some 
Leading Principles of Political Economy newly expounded,'' 1 

which is usually regarded as the full and final statement of 
his ideas, contained little that was novel. Certainly, Cairnes 
was not receptive of new ideas; he maintained the wage-fund 
doctrine even after Mill had abandoned it and could se~ 
little of value in the work of J evons. Yet this weakness was 
his strength in another respect ; it enabled him to set out 
with striking conviction the principles which he upheld, and 
he had a power of abstract thought which made his statement 
of the older economic theory completely definitive. Perhaps 
these qualities showed to better advantage in less purely 
theoretical work, as exemplified by " The Slave Power " 2 

which appeared during the American Civil War, and strongly 
influenced public opinion against the slave owners. 

Cairnes read several important papers to the Statistical 
Society, of which he was an Honorary Secretary from 1857 
until 1862. Notable amongst them was his "Examination 
into the Principles of Currency involved in the Bank Charter 
Act of 1844."3 In this he gave a most lucid and able criticism 
of the Act , remarkable in some respects for its accord with 
modern views. 4 As a representative of the Society he pre
sented an excellent essay to the British Association in 1858 
on " Laws according to which a Depreciation of the Precious 
Metals consequent upon an Increase of Supply takes place, " 5 

seeking to prove that though the gold discoveries would lead 
to a rise in prices it would not be uniform, and predicting 
with considerable accuracy the course which it would take. 

After he left the Whately Chair Cairnes ceased to have 
any active connection with the Statistical Society, and indeed 
in his later years he was much more a figure of English rather 
than Irish economic circles. Although he was not so closely 
concerned in the development of the Society as some of his 

1 London, 1874. 
2 The Slave P ower : its Character, Career and Probable Designs : 

B eing an Attempt to explain the real issues involved in the A merican 
Contest (London, 1862, 2nd edition, 1863) . 

3 Transactions of the Dublin Statistical Society , June, 1854. Also 
issued as a separate pamphlet . 

• Cf. the following passage :-" .... the currency is regulated not 
with reference t o the functions which it has to perform, but with 
reference to a transaction quite independent of this-the transmission 
of gold to foreign countries. " (Principles of Currency, etc., p. 41 ). 

5 J ournal D.S.S ., vol. ii, page 236. This was reprodue:ed unde r _ 
the 1.itle " The Cour0e of De"preciat ion " as the second of the " E ssa ys 
T owards a Solution of the Gold Question " in Cairnes' E ssays in 
Political Econcmy, theoretical and °:PPlie1. (London, ~873). 
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predecessors in the Dublin professorship, he undoubtedly 
rendered material service to it during his period of member
ship. 

CONSULT :- L. L. Price : op. cit., chapter v. 

WILLIAM MONSELL (1812-1894), BARON EMLY. 

As landowner and politician, Monsell's career followed a 
different path from that of most members of the Statistical 
Societ y in the nineteenth century. Born at Tervoe in Co. 
Limerick, where he resided for most of his life, he matriculated 
from Oriel College, Oxford, in 1831, but never completed his 
degree. 

Monsell stood for Parliament as a· Liberal Conservative 
in his home county of Limerick in 1847, and held the seat 
for twenty-seven years. During that time he held a series of 
public offices under various Lib~ral administrati<;>n_s, first 
becoming Clerk of the Ordnance m 1852 and retammg the 
position until its abolition in 1857. He was made a Privy 
Councillor in 1855 and held the appointments of President 
of the Board of Health and Vice-President of the Board of 
Trade for short periods, the one in 1857 and the other in 1866. 
In 1868 he was given the office of Under-Secretary for the 
Colonies and was promoted ~o be Postmaster-~eneral in_ 1871. 
He left this office in November, 1873 and his career m the 
lower House ended at the same time, for he received his 
peerage in January, 1874. 

Monsell was a zealous and influential member of the 
Catholic Church, which he joined in 1850, and he could claim 
the friendship of Newman as well as Gladstone. In Ireland 
he took an active interest in the affairs of his native county. 
Highly respected as a resident proprietor and reformer, he 
lost popularity in later life when he opposed the Land League 
and H ome Rule. · 

In 1865 Monsell joined the Statistical Society as an 
ordinary member , but was elected a Vice-President in the 
ensuing session when their number was increased to twelve. 
In this capacity he addressed the Societ y at the opening of 
the Twenty-Second Session, in 1869, but he did not appear 
before it again until 1874, after his election to the Presi~ency.1 

On both occasions he gave an able account of the soCial and 
economic condition of Ireland, and stressed the importance 
of education in improving the state of the people. 

This indeed was one of Monsell's principal interests. He 
1 Monsell held the offic;e of President from 1872 until 1875. 
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was much concerned to assist the spread of higher education 
in Ireland and his name was associated with the unsuccessful 
plan for " an Irish national university upon a federal basis " 
which Gladstone advanced in 1873, while from 1885 until 
his death he acted as Vice-Chancellor of the Royal University 
of Ireland. 

In this Monsell succeeded Thomas O'Hagan, whose 
connection with the Statistical Society very closely resembled 
his own. Like O'Hagan, Monsell was a distinguished figure 
in the public life of his day and one who was active in pro
moting the type of social reform for which the Statistical 
Society sought; equally , he was not merely an ornamental 
patron of the Society, but an officer genuinely interested in 
its activities as well as its objects. 

CHARLES FRA crs BASTABLE (1855-1945). 

If there are many distinguished names to be found amongst 
the lists of members of the Statistical Society, there are 
perhaps only two which are familiar to every student of 
Economics. One is John Elliott Cairnes, the other Charles 
Francis Bastable. 

Born and educated in Co. Cork, Bastable graduated from 
Trinity College, Dublin, in 1878 with a Senior Moderatorship 
in History and Political Science. It was through reading 
this course that he first developed an interest in Political 
Economy, and he reversed the customary procedure of 
Dublin 's nineteenth-century economists by · moving from 
economic to legal studies, for he was called to the Irish Bar 
in 1881. 

In the next year, however, he returned to Economics
as the science was then beginning to be called-and devoted 
the remainder of his life to it. He was elected Whately 
Professor in 1882 by the normal process of examination, but 
when his first term of office ended the conditions of tenure 
of the Chair were altered. Bastable was enabled to retain 
it and did so for fifty years. During that time he also held 
several other academic positions. From 1883 until 1903 
he was Professor of Jurisprudence and Political Economy 
in Queen's College, Galway; in 1902 he was appointed to 
the Chair of Jurisprudence and International Law in the 
University of Dublin and in 1908 became Regius Professor of 
Laws there. Bastable was one of the original Fellows and 
Council Members of the Royal Economic Society, a Fellow 
of the British Academy and President of Section F of the 
British Association in 1894. 

[To fac e page So. 

CHARLES FRANCIS BASTABLE , 

Ho . SECRETARY, 1886-1895. 
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Bastable's connection with the Statistical Society dated 
from the very outset of his career. He was appointed examiner 
in connection with the Barrington Lectures in r 88r and 
.continued to act in this capacity until the system of having 
-teaching lectures and examinations was discontinued in 1895. 
He served as an Honorary Secretary from 1886 until 1895 
and was then one of the Vice-Presidents up to 1915. In the 
period 1882- 1893 he read a series of papers before the Society, 
the majority of them dealing with current monetary questions. 
After this, however, he ceased to contribute anything to 
the Society's transactions. 

The reason for this is perhaps to be found in the fact tha t 
it was just at this period that the books on which his enduring 
reputation as an economist was founded were being published. 
His "Theory of International Trade" had appeared in 1887; 
"The Commerce of Nations" came in 1892, closely followed by 
the famous "Public F inance " 1 which remains a fundamental 
text-book at the present day. This was his last major work, 
but he continued to contribute frequently to the Economic 
J ournal up to 1917, most of his articles treating either 
theoretical or practical aspects of Public Finance, the subj ect 
which he had made his speciality . 

From about this time until he resigned the Chair of Political 
Economy at Trinity College, Dublin, in 1932 Bastable devoted 
himself entirely to t eaching, and his connection with the 
Statistical Society ended thirty years before his death. 
It cannot be claimed that the Society played a large part 
in his long, active and distinguished career, but on the other 
hand it benefited considerably from his support during 
a difficult period of its existence. 

THOMAS ALOYSIUS FINLAY (1848-1940). 

As was the case with many of the eminent members of the 
Statistical Society, t he Reverend Father Finlay, S.J ., possessed 
such diverse talents and interests that this account of his 
career and economic work must certainly not be considered 
as attempting to give any complete account of his character 
and achievements. 

Thomas Finlay was educated at Cavan College, later 
attended the Gregorian University in Rome and entered 

1 The full references are :- T he T heory of I nternational Trade : with 
Some of its applications to Economic Policy (Dublin, 1887, 2nd ed. 
London and Ne\v York 1897); The Commerce of N ations (London, 
1892) ; Public Finance (Lond on and New York, 1892; 2nd ed ., 1895; 
Jrd ed., 1903). 
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the Society of J esus in 1866. He was ordained in 1881 and 
in ~he following year returned t o Ireland and took up the 
d_uties of Rector of Belvedere College, Dublin. At the same 
time he became a Fe_llow of t~e Ro:'>:al University of Ireland 
and P rofessor of Philosophy m Umversity College, Dublin. 
In 1900 h~ succeeded W. P . Coyne in the Chair of Political 
Economy m the College and retained it after the foundation 
?f _the National University of Ireland in 1909, retiring from 
it lil 1930. 

The academic was only one side of Father Finlay's career 
however, ~nd i~ _w_ould_ be impossible to catalogue here th; 
who_le of his activities, literary, social and public. In economic 
affairs he was not merely a teacher but had an immense 

· pr'.1ctical influence on Irish economic life, and it is perhaps for 
this that he is best remembered in the world at large. 

Fat~er Fin;ay h_ad seen the working of agricultural co
operat10n durmg his travels in Europe and when Sir Horace 
Plun_kett first attempted to develop the idea in Ireland he 
was mterested almost from the outset . He rendered invaluable 
service in helping to overcome prejudice and enlist support 
fo: the c?-operative plan throughout Ireland and when the 
Insh Agncultural Organi~atio~ Society was founded in 1894 
he was at once elected its Vice-President. His connection 
with the Society continued for some forty years and " his 
addresses at the annual meetings of the I.A.O.S. were valuable 
e~posi~ions of the c_o-operative principle." 1 But Father 
Fmlay s work for agricultural development was not confined 
to the co-operative movement. He was a member of the 
famous Recess Committee and indeed did much to secure 
its establishment, while Sir Horace Plunkett freely acknow
led~ed the great help which he received from Father Finlay 
durmg the. early days _of the Department of Agriculture 
and Techmcal Instruct10n.2 Moreover, he did much to 
encourage rural industries, and the Providence Mills at 
Foxford are a practical example of his success in that 
direction. 
. The Statistical ~o~iety elected Father Finlay to membership 
m . 18?5, and he iomed the Council in 1889. It was about 
thi~ time that he ~egan to _contribute to the Society's trans
act10~s,. and the titles of his first three papers are indicative 
of his mterests. They dealt with " German Socialism" 

1 O'Brien, " Father Thomas A. Finlay, S.J., 1848-1940." Studies, 
March, 1940, p. 33 . · 

2 " Sir !Jorace P lunkett _on Profes~or Finlay's career as S'.)cial 
R eformer, .El A Page of Irish History : S tory of Universi ty Co/leg~ 
Dublin, 1883-1909 (Dublin, 1930), p . 255. · 
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(1890J, "Co-Operative Agricultural Societies in Germany" 
(1891) and" Progress of Co-Operation " (1896). He occupied 
the Presidency during the period 19n - 13 and the address 
which he delivered in that capacity in 1912 was his last 
before the Society. He did not lose interest in it, however, 
despite his many other concerns, but continued his membership 
and attendance at meetings. 

" Father Finlay was unquestionably one of the outstanding 
personalities of modern Ireland " 1 and even regarded purely 
as an economist he was of unusual calibre. He never sought 
distinction as a theorist, but he combined his theoretical 
knowledge with thorough and practical understanding of 
the economic problems of his own country, and used them 
both to its great advantage. 

CHARLES HUBERT OLDHAM (1859- 1926). 

During the period 1890-1925 the Statistical Society had 
scarcely any more active member or frequent contributor 
than C. H . Oldham. A Dubliner by birth, he was educated 
at Trinity College, Dublin, graduating in 1882 with a Senior 
Moderatorship and Large Gold Medal in Experimental 
Physics and Gold Medal in Mathematics. He was called to 
the Irish Bar in 1890 and practised for some years on the 
Northern Circuit. 

Oldham joined the Statistical Society in 1887 and it was 
through the Society that he began his career as an economist. 
He became Barrington Lecturer in 1895 2 and was re-appointed 
annually until 1901. His lectures proved an outstanding 
success and even at the present day there are many people 
who remember and speak with appreciation of them. In 
consequence when the Rathmines School of Commerce was 
-established in 1901 he was appointed its Principal. At the 
foundation of the National University of Ireland in 1909 
Oldham became Professor of Commerce in r.iversity College, 
Dublin. In 1917 he transferred to the Professorship of 

ational Economics in the same College and retained it until 
his death. · 

In addition to his service as Barrington Lecturer, Oldham 
.acted as an Honorary Secretary of the Statistical Society 
from 1897 to 1908. He then became a Vice-President and 
was elected to the Presidency in 1924; his death took place 

1 O'Brien: Obituary Notice of Rev. Professor T. A . Finlay, S. J. , 
Economic j ournal, March , 1940, p . 159. 

2 See also History of the Society, p. 35. 
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during his. term of office. In all he was the author of some 
twenty papers and addresses read before the Society. These 
covered a remarkably wide range of subjects. but almost all 
dealt with some aspect of Irish economic conditions, parti
cularly external trade and public finance. These were the 
topics in which he was especially interested and he wrote a 
number of articles and papers on them for the Economist 
and other periodicals and societies. · 

In other directions Oldham also did much for the Statistical 
Society. He frequently represented it at meetings of the 
British Association, and served on several important Sub
Committees, including that on Housing in Dublin, which 
reported in 1914. As has already been mentioned, 1 he was. 
the instigator of a strenuous and successful effort to increase 
membership at the time of his election to the Presidency . 
Oldham's own thirty-nine years of membership included 
those in which the Society's fortunes were at their lowest 
ebb, and he was instrumental in carrying it on and aiding· 
it towards new development. 

JOHN HOOPER (1878-1930). 

Unlike the other personalities of whom sketches have been. 
given in this volume, Hooper belonged essentially to the 
'new generation' of members of the Statistical Society,. 
having joined it only in 1924. H e was born in Cork City, the 
son of a journalist and politician, Alderman John Hooper,.. 
M.P. In 1898 he graduated from the Royal University of 
Ireland with First Class Honours in Mathematics and entered 
the First Division of the Civil Service in 1900. After a brief 
period of office in London he returned to Dublin in 1902 to 
work in the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction. H e was assigned to the Statistics and Intelli
gence Branch, and thus commenced his career as a professional 
statistician. 

Hooper's ability in this capacity secured for him the 
position of Superintendent of the Branch in 1917 and he was. 
then responsible for the annual statistical " Report on the 
Trade in Imports and Exports at Irish Ports" issued by the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction. These 
reports displayed the high quality which he later imparted to· 
the various statistical returns of the Irish Free State when 
he was made its first Director of Statistics in 1922. The duties. 
of this newly created office were onerous, but he discharged 

1 History of the Society, p. 44. 
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them extremely well, developing the statistics of the previous 
regime and inaugurating many new ones. He was responsible 
for the first Census of Population and Census of Industrial 
Production in 1926, as well as for the new system of trade 
statistics introduced in 1924. Indeed during his term of 
office he shaped virtually all the statistical work of the State, 
the terms of the Bill which subsequently became the com
prehensive Statistics Act of 1926 being framed by him. 

Hooper .was ideally fitted for such work for, despite his 
ability as a mathematician, his interest lay not so much in 
statistical theory as in the application and explanation of 
statistics. H e prefaced his statistical reports with analyses 
of their contents which were models of their kind and greatly 
enhanced both the value and the popularity of the returns. 
With this gift of exposition he combined originality and 
common sense ; no more valuable qualities could have been 
asked for in one charged with the task of building up a new 
and complete statistical service. 

A year after he joined the Statistical Society Hooper was 
elected one of its Vice-Presidents, and held the Presidency 
for the session 1929-30. He found time to read only one 
paper before the Society, on " Statistics of Examinations," 1 

but this, designed as it was " to interest educationists in 
the theory of statistics," attracted widespread attention 
and was reprinted as an Appendix to the report of the 
Department of Education for 1927-28. 

Hooper represented something unknown to the Statistical 
Society in its early days-the statistical specialist. In that 
capacity his career may have been less colourful than that 
of some of the officers in the nineteenth century, but none 
the less he rendered, unobtrusively, great service to his 
country and set a high example to his successors in the 
Statistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland. 

1 A summary appears in Journal 5.5.I.S.I., vol. xvi, part ciii, 
October, 1929. 
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