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FOREWORD

Tr1s monograph has been prepared for the Centenary of the
Society which will occur in the autumn of the present year.
The prime object of the Council in sponsoring its publication
has been to enable Members, prospective Members and the
public generally to assess the value of the work of the Society.
In his excellent historical and biographical essay Dr. Black
makes no extravagant claims in this regard; he is wisely
content to let the facts speak for themselves.

For diversity of interests and talents the 81 Foundation
Members were as remarkable a body of men as ever assembled
for a scientific purpose in Ireland. The Society probably
owes its existence to the impact of the terrible events of
184647 on the conscience of these people. In the past 100
years the standard of living generally, and of the social
services in particular, has vastly improved in Ireland, so
that the country, which had one of the lowest standards in
Europe in 1847, has now one of the highest. Perhaps the
Society may not unfairly claim some of the credit for the
improvement which has been achieved. It is certain that its
contribution was significant in the research work which
preceded the Land Acts, the most beneficial legislation enacted
by the former régime in Ireland. In our own days a substantial
part of the common currency of economic thought received
its first hearing in the Society. The Oireachtas, public ad-
ministration, universities, press and public are in the Society’s
debt for economic fact and train of argument.

The Society was founded just after the great Famine had
ravaged the land and its Centenary occurs when the grim
spectre bestrides a large part of Europe, though this country
providentially has been spared. None the less our experience
in recent years has revealed our economic vulnerability. Our
best efforts will be required to maintain during the next few
years the position that we have won. The problems of the
past and their solutions seem simple compared with those
of the complex social organisation of today, with the special
problems which are the aftermath of war. If our tasks are
greater than those which faced our Founders, however, the
difficulties are the measure of our opportunities.

vii




viil Foreword

The function of the Society in the new Ireland is comple-
mentary to that of the Government statistical service and
of the economic and social science schools in the Universities.
It is an impressive thought that if economic studies in our
Society or elsewhere improved the national income by one-
tenth of one per cent. we are worth £250,000 per annum
to the country ! Scientific study of social problems is likely
to yield vast dividends for intellectual capital invested even
if, too close to events, we are not always able clearly to
distinguish the more from the less important objects of study.

We embark on our second century with the largest Member-
ship we have ever had, with the largest Journal, and generally
our vitality leaves little to be desired. A satisfactory feature
of our recent history has been the considerable influx of young
Members. No doubt during the Centenary meetings we shall
discuss the future of the Society in the light not only of our
recent but of our remote past. Should we give more particular
direction to our researches or should we leave the subjects
and manner of treatment to take care of themselves, as was
largely the case in the past ? We may all agree, at any rate,
that a great increase in Membership is desirable. We may
hope that existing Members, particularly the younger
Members, will take an increasingly active part in the life of
the Society by the preparation of papers and participation
in discussions on subjects of which they have special
knowledge.

Looking through our records it is fascinating to observe
how in each generation the studies under Society auspices
reflected the public interests of the time. It is natural
that many of the papers should now have merely historical
interest, but Members cannot fail to be impressed by the
pertinence to present-day problems of a few of the studies
of remote date. The subjects of study change but the spirit
in which inquiry is made remains the same. Our predeces-
sors believed, as we believe, that ascertainment and analysis
of the facts are an essential preliminary to the right solution
of the social problem ; and in most cases agreement as to the
facts implies agreement as to solution. The motto our
Founders selected is still ours: ‘“ Our Pole Star is Truth.”

R. C. GEARY,
President.
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NOTE
The following abbreviations are used throughout :—
Journal D.S.S.—Journal of the Dublin Statistical Society. -
Journal S.S.1.S.I.—Journal of the Statistical Society of Ireland.
Historical Memoirs—S. Shannon Millin: The Statistical and
Social Inquiry Society of Ireland—Historical Memoirs with
Portraits (Dublin, 1920).
Wherever the words ‘ the Statistical Society ’ are employed, they
are to be understood to refer to the Statistical and Social Inquiry

Society of Ireland or the Dublin Statistical Society, unless otherwise
stated.

HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY

CHAPTER 1.
FOUNDATION AND EARLY DAYS, 1847-1850

In October, 1847, a small group of men met in No. 16, Trinity
College, Dublin, in the rooms of William Neilson Hancock,
then Whately Professor of Political Economy in the University
of Dublin. They had come there to discuss the project of
forming a Statistical Scciety in Dublin, and agreed to go
ahead with the scheme, appointing Hancock and James
A. Lawson, his immediate predecessor in the Whately Chair,
as provisional secretaries of the embryo society. :

These were the first steps leading to the formation ““ at a
numerous and influential Meeting, held at the Royal Irish
Academy "’ on November 23rd, 1847, of the Dublin Statistical
Society, for the purpose of ““ promoting the study of Statistical
and Economical Science.”” The Society began its existence
that evening with Richard Whately, Archbishop of Dublin,
as its first President, Mountifort Longfield, Q.C., and Captain
Thomas A. Larcom as Vice-Presidents, Lawson and Hancock
as Secretaries and Stewart Blacker as Treasurer. There were
eighty-one original members, including twelve on the Council,
and the list included some of the most distinguished Irishmen
of the day. Perhaps the best remembered now is Isaac Butt,
“ the Father of Home Rule,” who was then seven years out
of the Whately Chair and establishing his great reputation
as an advocate.! Other eminent lawyers were Joseph Napier,
Thomas O’Hagan (later Baron O’Hagan) and Hugh Law,
each of whom afterwards held the office of Lord Chancellor
of Ireland. James Anthony Lawson and George Augustus
Chichester May were later to occupy the position of Attorney-
General, and the latter also to become Lord Chief Justice of
Ireland.

The academic world was represented, besides the econom-
ists, by the Reverend Franc Sadleir, the liberal Provost of
Trinity College, G. Johnston Allman, Professor of Mathe-
matics at Queen’s College, Galway, James Apjohn, the

1 For a full account of Butt’s life see T. De Vere White : The Road
of Excess (Dublin, 1946).




2 History of the Society

chemist, and Thomas Oldham, F.R.S., the geologist, whilst
Sir Robert Kane, author of the famous work on *“ The Natural
Resources of Ireland ” and afterwards President of Queen’s
College, Cork, was another of the new Society’s distinguished
supporters. Literary men of varied talents were also included
amongst the members——Samuel (afterwards Sir Samuel)
Ferguson, who was poet as well as lawyer ; William Cooke
Taylor, who was then a statistical writer for the Irish govern-
ment, but was also author and translator of many books
and a leading member of the British Association from its
foundation. An original member of the Council, Taylor
might have become an important officer in the Statistical
Society, but he met an untimely death from cholera in 1849.
Especially notable was Sir William Wilde, whose connection
with the Society was due to his work in the field of demo-
graphic statistics, but who was also famous in his day both
as an oculist and an antiquarian. His name, however, seems
destined for immortality as that of the father of a writer of
genius.

The foundation of the Dublin Statistical Society at this
particular time was the result of a number of influences.
Perhaps the most immediate was Hancock’s appointment
as Whately Professor in 1846. Archbishop Whately always
retained a keen interest in the Chair which he had founded
in 1832, and he had considerable influence on the work of its
occupants. To Hancock he suggested the plan of considering
the application of the principles of Political Economy to the
particular case of Ireland in his public lectures. Hancock
adopted the idea, and since it is evident that the scheme for a
Statistical Society originated with him, it seems reasonable
to infer that it was an outgrowth of his inquiries into Irish
conditions in his Whately lectures. In the early years of
the Dublin Statistical Society there was always a close
connection between it and the Whately Professors—each of
the four who had held the Chair up to 1847 received important
office at the foundation of the Society, and the Archbishop
himself stated that it ““ had its origin in the lectures of the
Professors of Political Economy.”! Viewed from this aspect,
the formation of the Society appears as an expansion of the
movement for economic studies in Ireland which Whately had
started in 1832 ; but that the expansion should have occurred
at this particular stage was principally due to the notably
‘social * character which Hancock was imparting to those
studies.

! Whately, *“ Address at the Annual Meeting of the Social Inquiry
Society, 3 November, 1851,”” page 6.

[To face page 2.

WILLIAM NEILSON HANCOCK,
PRESIDENT, 1881-1882.




Foundation and Early Days 3

tainly there was every reason for investigating the
mic condition of the country at that time, and making the
Its known to wider audiences than those in the University.?
d’s social distress had never been more evident than
47, with the Famine at its height. The immediate crisis
sed the public conscience, and it was right to consider,
s Hancock did in his first Whately lectures in 1847, how best
- might be alleviated. Yet it was evident that that crisis,
however dire, was only an outward manifestation of more
fundamental evils, the potato blight only its most immediate
cause. Social scientists and economists could have found
no more useful work than the investigation of the causes
and remedies of Ireland’s economic wretchedness.

It was true that this was during a period of economic
‘individualism, but this does not mean that there was no
desire for reform. In the eighteen-forties particularly there
r was a wide development of humanitarianism and interest in

social problems. The desire for reform was accompanied by
a desire for information, particularly in statistical form,
which might serve as a guide in social improvement. It was
typical of the time that both ends were sought to be attained
by means of societies and congresses of all kinds. Westergaard,
in his ““ Contributions to the History of Statistics ’ speaks of
this as ‘“ the Era of Enthusiasm " :—

“ Official statistical institutions were founded or re-
established in several countries, and numerous statistical
societies sprang up and worked in co-operation with these
institutions. . . . Many motives may have been leading to
the foundation of these societies, but the most striking one
seems to have been the interest in social problems.”*

In the United Kingdom this development must be dated
from the formation of the Statistical Section of the British
Association at its Cambridge meeting in 1833. This new .
section was somewhat irregularly formed as a result of the
visit of Adolphe Quetelet, the famous Belgian astronomer
and mathematician, who had brought with him important
statistical papers which could not be received in any other
section. But “ At the concluding meeting of the Statistical
Section at Cambridge it was resolved that a more permanent
body was necessary to carry out the views and wishes of the

171t is true that the lectures of the Whately Professor were open
to the public at this period, but they formed a connected course and
were delivered during the day and so would naturally attract less
attention than papers on specific topics given at evening meetings.

2 H, Westergaard, op. cit (London, 1932), pp. 136 and 141. Italics
in original text.




4 History of the Society

Section, and it was agreed to establish a Statistical Society
in London.”"

¢ The London Statistical Society, which has since become
the Royal Statistical Society, was formed in March, 1834.
It had, however, been preceded by the Manchester Statistical
Society, which first met in September, 1833 and still exists.?
Encouraged by the London Society and stimulated by the
example of local meetings of the British Association, many
smaller statistical societies appeared throughout the United
Kingdom at this time; the establishment, in 1838, of a
Statistical Society of Ulster, an offshoot of the Belfast
Natural History and Philosophical Society is noteworthy.?
Scarcely any of these societies have survived, and the
Statistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland can now
claim that there are only two similar societies in these Islands
older than it, and indeed only five in the whole world.*
Its foundation, as the Dublin Statistical Society, in 1847,
cannot be attributed to the influence of a British Association
visit, for that body had not met in Dublin since 1835. Yet
the founders certainly had the example of other societies
before them and, according to Hanceck, it was from the
Statistical Section of the British Association that ‘‘ the plan
of this Society was originally taken.”’5

The early activities of the Society largely bear out Wester-
gaard’s contention that interest in social problems was
the main force behind the work of such associations. The
Statistical Society of London was founded with the object of
“ procuring, arranging and publishing ‘ Facts calculated to
illustrate the Conditions and Prospects of Society’” and
its initial Prospectus stated that “ The Statistical Society
will consider it to be the first and most essential rule of its
conduct to exclude carefully all Opinions from its transactions
and publications—to confine its attention rigorously to
facts—and, as far as it may be found possible, to facts which

1 Babbage : -The Exposition of 1851 (London, 1851), 2nd ed., p. 18.
And see Amnnals of the Royal Statistical Society, 1834-1934 (London,
1934), chap. i.

2 See T. S. Ashton : Economic and Social Investigations in Manchester,
1833-1933, (London, 1934).

3 Belfast Natural History and Philosophical Society : Centenary
Volume, 1821-1921, (Belfast, 1924), p. 23. See also Hume : Learned
Societies and Printing Clubs of the United Kingdom, (London, 1847),
p. 215. Hume says of this Society : * It promised at the time to be very
useful, but it has never been conducted with spirit, and it is at present
somewhat in abeyance.”

4 See W. FF. Willcox, The Chronology of Statistical Societies, American
Statistical Association Journal, vol. xxix, Dec., 1934, p. 418.

5§ Report of the Council at the Opening of the Sixth Session, 1852, p. 6.

Foundation and Early Days 5

‘can be stated numerically and arranged in tables.”* From
‘the outset the Dublin Statistical Society interpreted its
_objects much more broadly. The inclusion of ‘ Economical
_as well as Statistical Science gave the new body a wide scope,
put the Council appears to have considered the two subjects
as complementary :—

“ By our statistical inquiries we promote a taste for accuracy
"of observation and research; and by the development of
' Political Economy we teach the application of scientific
principles to social questions.”?

In practice, however, this balance was not too evenly
" maintained. The first paper ever read before the Society was
one by Lawson “ On the Connexion between Statistics and
Political Economy,” and the Transactions of the first Session
included a ‘“ Notice of a Plan for the Systematic Collection
-of Irish Economic Statistics” produced by a Committee,
the first of many appointed by the Society to study and
_report on specific problems. But on the other hand it must

" be recorded that those same Transactions include only one

table which could reasonably be considered to deserve the
adjective “ statistical.” Nor did the authors of papers confine
themselves to detached investigations of social questions
by the light of scientific principles ; they were free with their
views and suggestions for reform.

The young Society cannot be criticised for having taken
this trend, however. Tt need not be stressed again that
practical schemes of reform were the vital need of the moment,
and the immediate success of the Society testifies to the

- interest which its proceedings created. The 81 original

members had increased to 110 at the end of the first Session.
The second Session closed with 146 members, the third with
196.

Early in 1848 it was proposed to form a ‘“ Howard Society’
for “ investigating the nature and effects of legal punish-
ments ’ in Dublin, but at James Haughton’s® suggestion
the scheme was abandoned as the aims of the projected
society came within those of the Statistical Society, a point
which gives some indication of the scope of its activities
at the time. Yet despite, or perhaps because of, the wide
range of its inquiries and the interest of the public in them

I.A’Vmuls of the Royal Statistical Society, p. 22. This policy was
revised in 1857.

2 Report of the Council at the Opening of the Eighth Session,

Journal D.S.S., vol. i, pp. 5 and 6.
# See Biographical Note below, p. 66.




6 History of the Society

‘ the Statistical ’ itself then came very near to being absorbed
in a larger body, the Royal Dublin Society. In April, 1848,
each of the two Societies appointed a Sub-Committee to
consider the ‘ proposed terms of junction’ and in June the
Statistical Society’s Council were preparing to submit a
motion for amalgamation to the Annual Meeting. The plan,
however, was never carried into effect as the Royal Dublin
Society could not consent to a reduction of its Associates’
subscription to the figure then charged by the Statistical
Society, and the latter maintained its distinet existence,
although it still met in the Royal Dublin Society’s premises,
as it had done since its third public meeting.

During the next few years the Society enjoyed increasing
prestige and influence. In May, 1849, Honorary Membership
was offered to John Stuart Mill, Nassau Senior, G. R. Porter,
and John MacGregor, M.P.* and thus the Society could
claim association with the foremost economists and statisti-
cians of the day. At the same time its activities were expanding
steadily. Early in 1849 the Trustees of the Barrington Bequest
offered the Society the administration of this endowment for
providing Lectures on Political Economy, for one year. This
was the beginning of the connection between the Barrington
Trust and the Statistical Society which has continued up to
the present day, and it gave a valuable opportunity of
furthering the objects of the Society by means of economic
teaching throughout the country. The advertisement on
the subject drawn up by the Council merits quotation in
full, for it gives a clear summary of the purposes and operation
of this interesting foundation :—

‘“ REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE BARRINGTON LECTURES ON
POLITICAL ECONOMY.

““ These lectureships have been established in pursuance of
the bequest of the late John Barrington, Esq., a merchant
of the City of Dublin. He bequeathed a sum of money in
trust to Edward and Richard Barrington, Esgs., to be invested
in public securities ; the interest arising from which to be
applied to the payment of a fit and proper person or persons,

1G. R. Porter (1792-1852) was joint secretary of the Board of
Trade and head of its Statistical Department, set up in 1833. He was
also one of the founders of the Statistical Society of London.

John MacGregor (1797-1857) was also associated with the Board
of Trade before he entered Parliament, and was the author of Commer-
cial Statistics: a Digest of the Productive Resources and Commercial
Legislation of All Nations.

See Dictionary of National Biography, vols. xxxv and xlvi.
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ified to give lectures on Political Economy in its
tended and useful sense, ‘ but particularly as relates
conduct and duty of people to one another .

e directed that the lectures should be given in the
ous towns and villages in Ireland, without distinction,
as often as might be ; and that a small admittance sum,
not to exceed one shilling in any case, might be required to
- the expense of the room, etc., and he left his trustees
ollow up his plan and wishes in the way they thought
st for the purpose with means so small; and gave them
ylso power to appoint trustees for the purpose, in case they
" chould not be able to act themselves individually.

" “ The Trustees have authorized the Council of the Dublin
Statistical Society to appoint one or more lecturers, to be
called BARRINGTON LECTURERS IN POLITICAL ECONOMY to hold
their appointments until the 5th May, 1850.

“ The lecturer, or some of the lecturers, are to give af least
four lectures in Dublin, and a¢ least twenty-four lectures
in not less than four of the towns or villages of Ireland.

“ Each lecturer shall be required to publish an abstract of
all his proposed lectures to the Council, to be submitted
by the Council to the Trustees for their approval ; and no
lecturer is to deliver any lecture the abstract of which has
been disapproved by the Council or by the Trustees.

. “Every lecturer must abstain in his lectures from all
allusions to party politics or religious polemics.

“ Fach lecturer must furnish to the Council an account of
the number of lectures delivered by him, with a statement
that all his lectures have been in conformity with the terms
of the bequest and the regulations of the Council on the
subject.

““No lecturer shall be entitled to receive any remuneration
for his services unless three members of the Council, appointed
for the purpose, shall forward to the Trustees the account
and statement of the lecturer, with a certificate of their
approval of the same.

“ The interest of the trust fund to be paid to the lecturers
on obtaining certificates, in such proportions as the Council
shall determine, is £120 in all.” The Council proposed to
appoint four lecturers ““so that if the duties are equally
distributed, each lecturer will have to give one lecture in
Dublin, and six in some provincial town, and his salary
shall be at least £30.”

The first four lecturers were James A. Lawson, who acted
by invitation, T. W. Moffett, D. Caulfield Heron and W. E.
; B
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Hearn.  After their appointment applications for courses
of lectures were invited from literary societies and similar
bodies throughout the country, these to be responsible for
the local arrangements. This system met with the approval
of the trustees and was continued,with only slight variations,
down to 1860.

Another useful undertaking in this period was the com-
mencement of the formation of a statistical library. On 6th
September, 1850, the Council resolved ‘ That the books
that have been presented to the Society, and such books
as shall hereafter be presented to or deposited with the
Society, be placed under the care of Mr. Richard D. Webb,
as Librarian, to be by him lent to the members, or to such
other trustworthy persons as he may approve of ; and that
the Librarian keep a list of the books presented to, or deposited
with, the Society, and a report of the persons to whom they
are lent, with the dates of their being issued and returned.”’
They added a request that members might deposit their own
copies of any rare or valuable works on Political Economy
or Statistics for the benefit of the authors of papers. Diffi-
culties of accommodation, however, prevented any consider-
able development of the Library scheme at this stage.

Not only in instruction, but also in reform, the Society
was becoming more influential. A proposal brought forward
by Hancock in December, 1848, that ‘the amendment of
the law " should be included amongst the objects was rejected
by the Council, but nevertheless the proceedings of the
Society were not without effect in this regard. In the Second
Session Hancock gave several papers on the legal impediments
to the transfer of land and at the same time a Committee was
appointed to inquire into the question. Longfield and Hancock,
who were members of this Committee, were subsequently
called, along with Lawson, to give evidence before a Parlia-
mentary Committee whose inquiries led up to the passing of
the Encumbered Estates Act of 1849.

Up to this time the method of appointing Committees for
investigating social questions in detail had been little used ;
few of the members could have had time for this work. The
Statistical Society did not follow the method of employing
paid investigators, but there was a new departure in this
regard in November 1850, when some of the members set
up the “ Society for Promoting Scientific Inquiries into
Social Reform,” commonly known as the Social Inquiry
Society. According to the first report of its Council it had
objects similar to those of the Statistical Society, but sought

of the papers read at the meetings of the Society
cted by the authors, and the authors volunteer their
, and are unpaid.
the Social Inquiry Society, on the other hand, large
tions are sought for; one subscription last year
nted to £25, there were several of £5, and the lowest
ordinary subscription amounts to double the subscription
. to the Statistical Society; the subjects and authors are
‘both selected by the Council, and the authors are paid for
~ their reports.
~ “In consequence of these differences in the means used,
- the Council of the Social Inquiry Society are enabled to obtain
| ~ reports on complicated and difficult investigations, entirely
beyond the reach of the voluntary and unpaid exertions of
“individual inquirers in the Statistical Society.”’

Between 1850 and 1855 the Social Inquiry Society pub-
lished eight reports? paying f20 to the author of each.
For the most part the reports dealt, not directly with
- social conditions, but with the state of the law as affecting
those conditions. Reformist rather than merely descriptive
in character, they all included suggestions for the amendment
of existing laws or the introduction of new ones, and in some
cases, such as Lawson’s report on the law with respect to
wills, led to the introduction of legislation subsequently.

* Social Inquiry Society : Report of the Council read at the Annual
Meeting, 3 November, 1851, pp. 7-8.
* See Index below.




CHAPTER II.

CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT, 1850-1862

By the end of its third session, the Dublin Statistical Society
had become a flourishing and very active body. It continued
to grow and prosper throughout the next decade and beyond,
but there were many changes in its organisation and activities,
and it is with its internal affairs that the historian must
chiefly be concerned at this stage.

Evidence of public interest in the Society is provided by
the continued growth of membership, but apparently the
enthusiasm of new recruits was not always long maintained
for in their Report at the Conclusion of the Third Session
the Council complained that many subscriptions remained
unpaid and announced their decision to limit the number of
members to 200 on this account, ““ with the understanding
that, if the number of candidates for admission should continue
to exceed the number of vacancies caused by the rejection
of members for non-payment, the limit of the number of
members shall be raised from time to time.” This state of
affairs did in fact continue to exist, so that the restriction
on the number of members was lifted in 1856. A further
indication of the healthy condition of the Society at the time
is that it proved necessary, in the same year, to hold an
extra meeting ‘‘ owing to the number of papers brought
forward for reading before the Society being so great that
it seemed impossible to get through them all at the ordinary
meetings.”

At the same time there was a further widening of the
Society’s influence and its example came to be followed in
other parts of the country. After his appointment to the
Chair of Jurisprudence and Political Economy in the newly
founded Queen’s College, Belfast, Hancock set up, in Dec-
ember 1851, the Belfast Social Inquiry Society, with objects
similar to, but somewhat wider than those of its Dublin
predecessor. It was arranged that members of the new
northern Society be admitted to the Dublin one without
payment of entrance fee, and members of each Society
received the publications of the other.

I0

P

Change and Development I

1852, a proposal came from Cork ** suggesting
n in that city of a Vital and Economical Sta,t,lstlcal
as a branch of the Dublin Statistical Society. The
il requested James Haughton ““to examine into thﬁ
ency of entering into the proposed arrangement,
ere is no record of his report and apparently the proposal
o nothing.!
| the smaller towns, where adequate support for a separate
ical Society would naturally not be forthcoming, the
ington Lectures continued to develop interest in economic
ers. There were constant reports of the popularity of the
tures and the demand for courses continually exceeded the
number which could be given. Generally the lectures were
oiven under the auspices of a local Literary Society or
echanics’ Institute; in 1852, Cliffe Lesl;e,’who 'had ]us,’c’
iven two papers on the ““ State of Mechanics Institutions
proposed that such bodies should be taken into association
as ‘ Corresponding Societies,” under regulations similar to
those for Corresponding Members, but also providing for an
exchange of publications. The Council adopted this suggestion
in August, 1852, and twenty-four such Corresponding
Societies were immediately elected.

One effect of this new arrangement was to make the
management of the Barrington Lectures considerably easier,
but the next annual Report of the Council showed that it
had wider purposes also :—

“By this arrangement we hope to extend the usefulness
of the Society, by making its objects and publications more
generally