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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT AND POWER - METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE

AGROMETEOROLOGICAL BULLETIN

OCTOBER 1974

The weather during October

A feature of the growing season this year has been the persistance of below average temperatures
since the end of April and with temperatures during Cctober being well belew normal everywhere, this
was the sixth consecutive month in which mean air temperatures were below normal levels in almoss all
areas - the exceptions were coastal areas in the extreme north where mean air temperatures were slightly
above normal in May and Auguat. In Ociober, nean air temperatures were from 1,290 {Malin Head) to
2.3% (Cahirciveen, Rosglare and Dublin Airport) below normal and were the lowest October values sinece
1505 at Cabirciveen and since 1917 at Roches Point, There was fairly frequent occurrence of ground
frost in many inland places and air frost was recorded ai some inland stations during the first and
last weeks, Totals of degree days above 10°C accumulated during the month ranged from 8 in the
north Midlands to 19 near the south coast; these totals compared nost uniavourably with normal
October totals of 48 and T1 respectively and are an indication of the poor growing conditions which
obtained during the month. Over the months May - October (inc.) this year the accunulation of
degree days above 10°C was one of the lowest for that period in recent times, ranging from 4149, days
at Halin Head to 582 %, days at Shamnon Airport; the corresponding averages are 52000, days ang

723‘%, days respectively.

Rainfall totals for the north were below nornal in almost all areas, the exceptions being paris
of the Northwest where totals were slizhtly above normal., 3In most areas, rainfall was less than 708 of
normal and in parts of the South and East it wes less than 40% of normal. In most areas dry spells
facilitated harvesting which had been delayed because of adverse weather duering September; ir parts of
the Northwest, however, where rainfall was near or above normal and where there was an absence of dry

periods, harvesting conditions continued to be diffiecult.

The datp contained in this Bulletin are provisional, Some of the material in Table 1 will be published in its
final form later in the Monthiy Weather Report; final values of Solar Radiation at stations marked "e" in
Table 2 will be published in the Annual Summary of Solar Radiation,
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TABLE 1. RAINFALI., TEMPERATURE, SUNSHINE AND WIND OCTOBER, 1974
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See January issue of Bulletin for explanatery

notes on the tables.
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TABLE 1. (Continued)
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See January issue of Bulletin for explamatory notes on the tebles.
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1-10 | 17.3 -1131712 8.9 — |¢3.4 o7| o | a3 6 |-0.9 o7 1 - -~ [5.30] . |6 -
Johnstown Castle 11-20 27.5 -!7i5]8.8 - |+2.5 19 0| 45 5 |[-1.6 19| 2 - - {2.82| . 5 -
Co. Wexford 2l-end { 1.5 ~l11}1]7.5 - |+1.9 30| o | 37 4 |.2.1 24| 2 - - 389 _ |6 -
Month 46,3 | 46 |11 |8 { 8.5 - |+1,9 301 o |127 | 15 {-2.1 24| 5 - - {4,007 _ 5 -
1-10 7.6 -1 3|2]9.4 - |+5.5 o7} 0 | 49 6 |+3.0 07| O | 9.7 - |5.20} - 14 5
Rosslare e 11-20 26.3 -1 9 15]s9.3 - l+a.7 13t o0 | 49 6 [+1,0 20| 0 |9.8 - {308 - N0 2
Co, Wexford 21-end 2.5.| -1 ]1]s.4 - [+3.1 30 0 44 4 |-0.1 24} 1 8.0 - j4.16| - |1z 4
Month 3.4 (42 |11 |8 { 9.0 | -2.3 |+3.1 30| O {142 16 |-0.1 24| 1 | 9.1 {-2.5]4.15 12 11
See January issue of Bulletin for explanatory notes on the tables.



TABLE ., SOLAR RADTATTON (GLOBAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSI TRATTON (P.E.)} A¥D SOIL MOISTURE 0CTOBER, 1974

SOLAR PLE. S0TL MOTSTURE
- . RADIATION
STATTON PERIOL Aoocunuiated
Amount Amount Deficit Deficit ‘ Surplus
Joul e/cm? mm nm mm o omm
Carlow 1=-10 - 8 1 3 0
11-2G - 6 0 0 14
(Dak Park)
21-end - 2 2 2 0
Co, Carlow
Menth - 16 - - -
1-10 15 6 0
Kinsealy 11-20 WA 7 0 0 8
Co. Dublin 2]-¢nd 17 16 16 0
Month 19 _ _ -
1-10 8675 6 o 0 i6
Cahirciveen 3
11-20 5158 8 0 0 28
{Valentia Obsy.) -
Co. Kerry 2i-end 3954 0 0 9
Month 17987 16 - - -
1-10 9427 : - - - -
Kilkenny e 11-20 4284 - - - -
Co. Kilkenny 21-eng 6679 - - - -
Monsh 221384 - - - -
1-10 10 0 0 6
Ballinamore 11-20 n/a 0 0 41
Co., Leitrim 21~end 4 s} 0 8
Month 19 - - -
1-1¢ 1283 11 1] o] 21
Gienamoy 11-20 5044 2 o 0 49
Ca, Mayo 21-end 4299 6 o 0 16
Month 16626 19 - - -
1-10 8524 - - - -
Firr e 11-20 5471 - - - -
Co, Uffaly 21wend Loo - - - -
Konth 1924 - - - -
1-1¢ - 14 : 0 0 3
Johnstown Castle 11-20 -~ 8 0 [ 19
Ua, Werford 21-eud - 8 6 3 0
Manth - 30 - - -

veo Tanyary dnmod of Bulledis for exr lanatory notes on the tables,



