AGROMETEOROLOGICAL BULLETIN

MARCH 1975

The weather during March

During the first week of the month, there was a continuation of ths mild conditions which had
prevailed throughout most of January and February, From the 8tk onwards, however, winds mainly from
between North and East brought very cold air over the country, temperatures dropped below normal
March levels and night frosts were frequent widespread and sharp to severe at times, HMearn air
temperatures over the month were 1, 0 € to0 2.0 € below normal in most places and soil temperatures,
which had been well above norma% for mgst of the time zince December, lst, dropped sharply during the
second week of March and were 1 C to 2.C below normal during the remainder of the month, OGrouné frost
oceurred on most mights of the month in inland areas and was at times sharp to severe, especially
durlng particularly cold spelle from 14th - 20th and from 26th - 29th when grags minimum f{emperatures
of -7 € to -10,0 ¢ were recorded at many inland stations, Alr frost was widespread during these very
c0ld spells with air temperatures dropping to -2.0 C to -5, 0 C in many places, The low s0il temperatures
and frequent night frosts seriously inhibited growbth; pasture growth, in particular, which had

previously been unususliy good for the time of year, was severely checked by ihe adverse temperature
conditions,

Except in some northern areas vhere March was 8lightly wetter than usual, rainfall amounts were
below normal, Mozt places bad less than 756 of mormal rajnfall and in some zreas nsar the ssuth coast,
amounts were less than 40% of normal, In general, soil conditions were reasomably good for seil
cultivation and the saving of crops, Precipitation was mainly in tke form of wintry showers of rair,
hail or snow, accompanied at times by harsh blustery winds se that conditions were generally

unfavourable for unhoused livestock, Snow showers wvere fairly widespread during the period 26th - 29th,
the easterr half of the country being most affected,

The datp contained in this Bulleiin are provisional. Some of the material in Table 1 will be published in its
final form later in the Monthly Weather Report; final valwes of Solar Radiation at stations marked "e" in
Table 2 will be published in the Annual Summary of Solar Radiation,
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TABLE 2, SOLAR RADIATION (GLOBAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (P.E.) AND SOIL MOISTURE M h, 1
arch, 1975.
SOLAR PLE. SOIL MOISTURE
RADIATION
STATION PERIOD Accunuinted
Amount Amount Deficit Deficit Surplus
Joule/cm2 mm nm mm min
1-10 -
2
?arlow 11.20 - g 2 2 %
CﬂakCPaik) 21-end . 10 0 4 o
0. vartow Month - 20 - - -
1-10 10 0 3 5
Kinsealy 11-20 NA 12 2 5 0
Co. Dublin 21-eng 16 0 1 4
Month 98 - -
1-10
Cahirciveen e 1120 8,704 12 0 12 Bg
(valeatia Obey.) | "° 10,784 12 12
Co. Kerry —en 10’268 10 0 o 2
Month 29,756 34 - - -
1-10 9,309 - - - -
Kilkenny e 311-20 9’020 - - - -
Co, Kilkenny 21~end 10,851 - - - -
Month 29,180 - - - -
_ 110 7,8% 1t 0 0 17
Ballln?more 11-20 8,823 13 13 13 0
Co. Leitrim 21-end 16,985 14 1 14 0
Moo th 27,644 28 = = =
1-10 8,454 9 0 o 14
Glenamoy 11-20 11,157 11 9 9 0
Co. Mayo 21-end 9,870 12 0 0 26
Month 29,481 32 - - -
1..10 - - - -
294
Birr e 11-20 312?4 - - - -
fo, Offaly 21-end 9,847 - - _ _
Month 27,355 - ~ ~ -
1-10 - ? 0 0 20
Johnstown Castle 1120 - 8 1 1
Co, Wexfora 21-end - 10 o 0
Month - 20 - - -

See January issue of Bulletin for explanatory notes on the tables.



