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The Weather during May

The track of the Atlantic low~pressure systems was closer to Ireland than is usual, The rainbelts
associated with these depressions crossed Treland with ease and regularity and winds between south and
northwest were predominant, Only two or three pairs of consecutive dry days occurred, The highest daily
rainfall was over half an inch (12,7 nm) in most areas, 0n 17th several stations recorded about one and
a half inches of rain,

Honthly Rainfall was above normal except in 2z small ares near Dublin whick hagd just over 80% of norumal,
Generally amounts ranged from 105% to 1856 of sormal, A+t Malin Head and at Hullingar nearly twice the
normal rainfall was recorded. Hail showers or thundersiorms fell on 12th, t5th, 18th and 20%n, Significant
gpells of weather favourable to the spread of potatow-blight occurred only near south-facing coasts, The
nonthly totals in these areas ranged from 35 to 80 hours of blight weather, The bulk of this accumulation
gccurred in two spells between 21st and Jist,

Sunshine was well below normal., Amounts ranged from 556 to 80% of normal, At Cahireiveen i%t was the dullest
May since records began in 1892,

Mean Monthly Air Temperatures were nostly O.QGC to 0.800 below normal, In a few places they wers normal or
slightly abeve, Only the period 22nd to 24th was warn., The highest air temperature of the montih (19.60C)
¥as recorded at Ballinamore on 23rd. On 6th and 7th and again on 30th and 31st paxinum temperatures were
above normal, On all but these seven days maximum temperatures were normal or below, Ground frosts were
slight exeept on 10th and 13th, On both these days slight 2ir frost was recorded in places. Since it was
2 dull month, 4" 30il Lemperatures were below normal, The departure was as much as 1°C in some areas,

Winds were strong, with gusts from 35 to 50 knots on about seven days during the monih, Three successive
blustery days occurred from 14th to 16th,

Summary. MHay was dull and cool, Rainfall was above normal, due mainly %o & wet spell from 15tk to 19tk,

The dete contained in this Bulletin are provisional, Some of the material in Table 1 will be pudlished in its

Tinal form later in the Monthly Weather Report; final valuee of Selar Radiation at ataticas marked "e" ip
Table 2 will be published in the Annual Susmary of Solar Radiation,
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See January issue of Bulletin for explanatory

notes on the tables.
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TABLE 1. (Continued) RAINFALL, TPMPERATURE, SUNSHINE and WIKD MAY 1976
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TABLE 2. SOLAR RADIATION (GLOBAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTRAKSPIRATION (P.E.) AND SOIL MOISTURE MAY 1976
SOLAR P.E. SOIL MOISTURE
RADIATION .
STATION PERIOD yp——
Amount Amount Deficit Deficit Sarplus
Joule/cm2 no mm nm nm
1-10 - 19 2 15 -
Carlow 1120 22 1
{0k Park) 2 - 3
21-end - 21 6 28 -
Co, Carlow
Honth - 65 - -~ -
1-10 15287 11 - 34 6
Kinsealy® 13..20 15082 22 - 24 10
Co. Dublin 21-end 16513 18 8 32 -
Month 46882 51 - - -
Cahirci 1-10 13211 12 - 9 12
(: i"tlee;b e) 11-20 14982 19 - 0 37
. & ;n & nhey. 21-end 16069 16 - 0 29
0. herry Month 44262 4 - - -
1-10 16380 - _ _ _
Kilkenny e 11-20 16404 - _ _ -
Co. Kilkenny ?1—end 16737 - - — -
Month 49521 - - - -
1-10 14464
i - 15056
Ballinapore 11-20 505 NOT AVAILABLE
Co. Leitrin 21—end 14461
Month 43981
1-10 - 15 - 4 10
Glenamoy 11-20 - 18 - 0 83
Co. Mayo 21-end - i8 - 0 15
Month - 51 - - .
1-10 15068 - - - -
Birr e 11-20 15123 - - _ -
Co. Oftfaly ?1-end 16744 - - - -
Month 469135 - - - _
1-1G - 22 - 22 8
Joknstown Castle 11-20 26 4 26 -
Cq. Wexforua 2leend - 21 _ 23 3
Month - 69 - - -

See January issue of Bulletin for explanatory notes on the tables.

*Solar Radiation Values from Dublin Airport.



