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The Weather in December

The first ten days were cold, bright and frosty with secattered showers, some of hail or snow. Winds
were variable in direction during the first fouwr days as low pressure areas moved eastwards across or to the
south of Ireland. During 5th a southerly gele developed znd there was rain. From 6th to 8th there was a
return to bright weather with wintry showers bud westerly winds decreased the severity of the frosts. On
9%b and 10th, with winds becomming light and variable, sherp to severe air frost returned.

The second ten days were dull with occasional rain. From 11th to 163k Ireland came under the influence
of a maritime southeasterly windflow., Air frost was much less in evidence and day-time Lemperatures were
higher. Between 17th and 20th, as winds became easterly and then variable, there was more of a continental
inflvence and bemperatures dropped. During 2tst the Aftlantic southeasterly influence reasserted itaself and
from 22nd to 24th it was relatively mild. From 25th to 28th winds were predomirantly from the north or
northeast and it was frosty with scatbered wintry showers. Bebween 29th and 31st it remained cold but some
active fronts erossed the country, giving rain turning to sleet or snow in places.

Mean Monthly Air Temperatures were well below normal. It was the coldest December since 1950 with mean air
temperatures 2 € to 3 € below normal, Air frosts were frequent inland and were severe in some areas on 5Sth,
9th, 27th, 28th and 29th.

Mean Monthly Amounts of Precipitation were less than 855 of normal in most places. In West Munsber and in
South Commaught amounts were = 1little above normal. Mullingar bad less than 55% of normal rainfall. Snow
and hail fell between 15t and 10th and between 27th and 31st. From 25-37 mm {1 %o 1} inchea) of rain fell
in some areas near the west and south coasts on 29th or early on 3Cth.

Mean Dajly Duration of Brighi Sumshine ranged from 0.6 hours at Clones to 2.0 hours at Roches Point. Kear
coasts in Connaught and Hunsier amounts of sunshine were above normal; elsewhere they were below noramal.

Strongest Winds occurred on 1st, 6th and 29%h. Gusts of 50 to 65 kts were recorded near the south coast
but the general range of gusis was from 35 toc 50 kts,

Summary. December was very cold. Rainfall was below normal in most areas.
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#ine]l form later in the Monthly Weather Report; final valuec of Solar Radiation at gtations; marked Ye? im
Yable 2 will be publishsd in the Annual Summary of Sclar Radiation.
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RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE, SUNSHINE AND WIND
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RATINFALL , TEMPERATURE, SUNSHINE AKD WIND
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TABLE 2, SOLAR RADIATION (GLOBAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTHANSPIRATION (P.E.} AMD SOIL MOISTURE December, 1976
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Honth 820 - - - -
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NA
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Honth Vi - - -
1-10 -
Glenenoy 11-~20 - NOT  AVAILABLE
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Birr e 11-20 1646 - - - -
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Honth 6765 - - - -
1-10 - -3 - o 32
Johnstown Cagtlle 11-20 - 1 - 0 34
Co. Wexturg 2l-end - 12 - 0 40
Bonth - 114 - - -

Sze January fssue of Bulletin far oxplanatory notes om the tables.

* Solar Radiation Values from Dublin Airport.



