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METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE

AGROMETEOROLOGICAL BULLETIN

MAY 1977

The Weather of May

The first fortnight was cold with sunshine and seattered showerg. Showers were heavy, with hail
or thunder in places on 1st, 2nd, 6th, 12%h and 13th. Day-time temperatures were about 3 ¢ below normal.
Sharp ground frosts were frequent and widespread. Air frost affected some areas on 1s%, 2nd, 4th, 5th,
6§h and also on t4%h when 2 C to 3 C ef air frost were recorded. Soil temperatures at 10 cm were about
2 C below normal, making growing conditions poor.

Between 15th and 19%h air and soil temperatures roge gradvally io normal values. There was some
rain on 19th, chiefly in the West but otherwise it was a dry spell as a ridge of high pressure persisted
over the country.

From 20th te 31st a high pressure cenire near Scotland maintained a northeasterly windflow over
Ireland. The low pressure centres stayed south of Ireland and caused a few outbreaks of thundery rain
in Mungter and the south-east of Leinster. Elsewhere the weather was dry and sunny. Except in some
coastal distriets air and soil temperatures were well above normal, the period 22nd to 29th being
particularly warm. Soil moigture deficiis rose sharply and towards the end of the month were linjiting
grass growth as values were between 50 mm and 65 am {2 and 23 inches) in most areas. In the second half
of the month ground frost was widespread between 153k and 18th and on 3isi,

Hean Monthly Rainfall Amounts ranged from 25% to 45% of normal generally and did not exceed 60% of normal
anywhere.
At the Phoerix Park it was the driest May since 1896.

Mean Daily Duration of Bright Sunshine was about normal in Munster ang the south of Leinster but was
approxirzately 125% of normal elsewhers, Amounts ranged from 8.3 hours at Belmullet to 6.3 hours at
Uabircivesn {Valentia Observatory).

o o
Hean Monthly Air Temperatures were from 0.5 € %o 1.0 C below normal generally but in parts of the west
values were close to normal., Soil temperatures were above normal in most areas, due to warm, sunny
weather in the last ter days.

Summary . Hay was cool and very dry. Growing condilions were poor,

Tha data eontalned in thla Bulletin are provisionmal. Some of the material in Table 1 will be publiahed in itz
figal form later in the Honthly Weather Report; final values of Solar Radistisn at stationg; wmarked Ye? inm
Table 2 will be peblished in the Annuval Susmary of Solar Radiation.
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TABLE 2, SOLAR RADTATYON (GLOBAL), POTEWTIAL EVAPOTRARSPIRATION (P.E.) AND SOIL WOISTURE MAY 19497
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1-10 14407 18 8 8 -
Kinsealy® 11-20 19578 21 15 23 -
Co. Dublkin 2Y—end 25843 41 41 64 -
Month 59828 80 - = .
1-10 17855 14 - 0 8
Cahirciveen e )
1320 18247 15 - 0 1
(Valentia Obsy.)}
Co. Kerry 21l-end 19095 24 22 22 -
Manth 55197 Aégh - - -
L=l4i 15823 - - - _
Kilkenny e 1120 20297 - - - -
Co. Kilkenny 21-eng 20644 - - - -
Month 58764 - - - -~
1-10 21 13 13 -
Ballinagore 11-20 13 7 20 -
Co. Leitrim 21-end w& 59 59 79 -
Month 93 —- - -
1-10 - 22 10 10 -
Glenamoy 11-.2¢ - 23 9 19 -
Co, Mayo 21-end - 42 42 61 -
Honth - 87 - - -
1-10 17554 - - - -
Birr e 11-20 18974 - - - -
Co, Offaly 23-end 23891 - - - -
Honth 60419 - - - -
1-10 - 34 10 10 —
Johnstown Castle 11-20 - 273 1 26 -
Lo, Wextora 2l-eni - g ) 7y -

Moath
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S8ee January 1ssue of Bulletin for explanatory sptes on the tables, *Solar Radiation Values for Dublin Airport



