METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE

METEQROLOGICAL CFFICE,

irflow prevailed. Rain wec widespread and very heavy, varticulariy in the south on the 10th,

4 ridge developed from West Lurope on the 11th wng o ghort Tine spell occurred from tith-14th. This spell
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MAY 1979

The Weathier of Moy !
4 morthwest zirflow being esteblished, May began cold and webt. There were scattered hail showers and !
rainfall was heavy on the 15t, 3rd and Ath, particulariy in the Weot and in the Horth-Hidlands. Record low |
alr temperatures for Hay oceurred in this period. Slow woving troughs affected the couniry from the Tth, as H
the weather gradually changed from being cool and wet to seing wirm, humid and very wet. 4 slack southwest !
i

was waram, sunny and mestly dry.

The entire ¢veond hal? of the mouth was broken aud rathsr cold, Marimun temperatures were usually some
3 ig 4OC below normal, and from 17th-2%1st they wers come 600 below normal. Winds were mostly light variable
or westerly., Heavy showers were wicaspread. Hail and semtbersd thusderstorms cecurred on several days,
nétzbly on the 22nd, 27th, 28th and 31st. Ground frost was not sigznificant however, except on the 22nd, when
it was sharp inland.

Paily maximum temperatures began %o recover fronm the 28%h of the month.
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! Hean Monthly Amounts of Frecipitation was above normal everywhere, ranging from over 180% of average in the
I West to about 125%F in the south. Tt exceeded 150% of average in nost places except regions north Hidlands,
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Fast and South. I+ was the webtest May since records began at Shannon Lirport (1937) and Balmullet (1957),
The number of wet days was from 50 to 100% above avarage.

in the souwth, and the lowest since 1917 at Dublin, Air frost occcurred most nights up %o the 6th, Sharp ground
froct also oceurred on the 9th and 17th. Soil temperatures (10 em) which were mostly 1.5 %0 2,0 C below normal
for the month, exceeded normal inm the short period 11-15th.

Hean Turation of Erisght Suncshine was below average sverywhere particularly in the mid west (71%) and south
midland regions (64%)., Northwest regions were the brightest having up ‘o 909 of normal.

Strone Winds were infrequent. 3irongest winds occurred on the 1st, 2nd and 19th and 28th and mostly affected
the west and north,
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tean Montnly Adix Tenperatures, between 1.5 C and 2.5 C below average, were the lowest this century at Birr and l
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Summary, It was cold and web month., The first 6 days were unuswally cold, and the second half of the month '
was very broken. !
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The data comtained in this Bulletin are provisional. Some of the material in Table § will be published in its
firal forw later in the Honthly Weather Reper:; final values of Solar Radiation at stations; marked "2 in
Table 2 will be published in the Apnual Summary of Solar Radiztion.
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Noteas on the tables in January issue



TABLE 1 {Continued) May, 1979
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TABLE 1 (Continued) May, 1979
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Rotes on the tables in January issue



*, £: See notes in January issve.

TABLE 2 SOLAR RADIATION (GLOBAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (P.E.) AND SOTL MOTSTURE May, 1979
SOLAR P.E. {(mn) SO0IL MOISTURE (mm)
LE. {mm mm
STATION PERIOD .. ADTATION
Amount _ A ; Deficlt Aceunulated Surpl
mount eit
Joule/on out et Daficit wplus
i-10 14 A Q0 HA
Carlew
11-20 - 15 b 2 -
(02k Park) ]
c Carl 21-end 0 - G 25
o. Car
o Nonta 51 - - -
1-10 14495 19 - 0 30
Kingealy™® 11-20 15888 12 3 3 -
Co. Dublin 21-end 20418 10 - 0 23
Month 50801 A4 - - -
1-10 584 - 0 2
Cahirciveen B 1120 :::381 :9 0 24
{Yalentia Obay.) - 7 3 -
Zt.end 23092 175 - 0 10
Co. Kerry
Menth 52347 49 - - -
1-10 150kl
Kilkenny e 11-20 HoS ok 3 ~ _ _
Co. Kilkenny 21-end PRI
Month EYIN
1-10 T4 - 33
Bailinamore 1120 14 - U e
Co. Leitrin 2%-end B 1Y - G 16
Month 47, - - -
1-10 i HA 0 HA
Glenamoy/ 11-20 g - 0 34
Co, Mayo 21-end - 14 - 0 15
Month 31 - - -
1-10 [ L6656
Birr 8 11-20 TR - - - -
Co. Offaly 21-end 19345
Month 49924
1-.10 20 - 4] 22
Johnstown Castle 11-20 19 - 0 5
Co., Wexford 21-and 14 - 0 i3
Month J 55 - - -




