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" The weather during May

The month was wet and cold and from the farming point of view it was one of the poorest Mays in recent

vears with siuggish growth and difficulit ground conditions.

Except in a few places in the Dublin area, rainfall was above normal everywhere; in parts of
Connaught and ¥lster rainfall tetals for ‘the month were over 2004 of the normal May values. At Claremorris,

Co. Mayo, it was the wethest May since records are available-(1944). On all except-the lightest soils,

peaching was common on pastures and on tillage land soll conditiens were unsuitable for the use of machinery.

Mean air temperatures were [rom 0.4°¢ (Dublin Airperi) te 1.4°C {Caherciveen) below normal and in
parts of Munster degree-days above IOOC were as low as 50% of the normal May vélues. Day-time tempgratures
were particularly low with mean maximum air temperatures being 2.0O - 2.500 below normal in some Midiéhd and
Southern areas. At Birr, Co, Offaly, the highest air temperature during t@q nonth was 16.DhC - the lawgst

maximum air temperature recorded there in May since 18%Y2, when records commenced, Night-time temperatures
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were generally near normal and air frost was reported only from Lullymore, Co. Kildare where temperaturés are

recorded cver peat.

Soil temperatures were below normal throughout the month and by June 1, the temperature at 10 cum.

o o B £
{ depth was 3,0 C %o 3.5 C below the normal value for that time of year and were, in fact, more appropriate to

?g the end of April.

! Winds during the second half of the monbth were strong with frequent gale gusts and spraying

operations were made exbremely diffieult by the bliustery conditions. The combination of strong ﬁinds, low

temperatures and freguent showers caused hardship to livestock; the harsh conditions coupled with poor
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grass growih were reflected in a falling off in milk preoduction in some areas.
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The data contained in this Bullietin are provisionsl. Some of the material in Table 1 will be published in its
final form later in the Honthly Weather Report; final values of Solar Redistion at stations marked "e" in
Teble 2 will bs published in the Amnuel Summary of Solar Radiation.
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RAIRFALL, TEMPERATURE, SUNSHIFE AND WIRD MAY 1372
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See January issue of Bulletin for explanatory notes on the tables.
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Ses January issue of Bulletin for explanstory notes on the tables.
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TABLE 1, (Continued) RAINFALL , TEMPERATURE, SUNSHINE AND WIND MAY 1972
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Month | 119.6} - |21|18] 9,4f - |+1.3 18] 0 [161.1f116.2}{-2.5 OL} 7 - ~ }5.25]- -
1-10 24.1) - | 6| 4 2.6f - |+4.6 02 0| 52.3] 37.4}-2.0 0¥} 13 - | - 6,451~ | 9} -
Johnstown Castle 11-20 21,00 ~ | 5| M 9.6} - |+4.5 12 o} 51.9| 36.7t-1.6 12| 2 - - s, i< | 8 -
Co. Wexford 2l-end | 40.3 ~ }10{ 9110.7} . |+5.8 22 0| &9.4| s51.8/-1,3 2z! 1 - - 15,02} j141 _
Month 85,48 1171211171 10.0] . [+4.5 12| 0 j173.6|125,9]-2,0 02] 6 - . 15,70} liol
1-10 25,21 - 1 61 4 9.7] - |+4.3 02] 0] 53.8] 38.2]+2.5 02{ o0 l11.8 | _ §7.494_ |14}] 4
Roasslare e 11-20 24,5 - | &1 4} 9.6] - |+5.3 12 o} s52.2| 36.3}+3.6 17{ 0 f1z.2 | - }j6.781- ji4] 3
Co, Wexford 21-end 31,2 - | 91 711.1] - |+6.9 31| O | 74.4| 57.8]+4.5 22f 0 111.9 | - §6.07]|- {16] 9
Honth 78,91 127121415810.2]-1.0}+4,3 02! 0 1380.41132,3]+2.5 02] 0 112.0 i-1.5i6,76 1931115116
TABLE 2. SOLAR RADTATION (GLOBAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (P.E.) AND S0TL MOTSTURE
SOLAR
RADTATION P.E, SOIL MOISTURE
STATION PERIOD
A % A % Deficit Accunulated 5 1
Boun moun efici Deficit urplus
Joules/cm on mm B nm
Carlow 1-10 - 18 0 5 17
(0ak Park) 1120 - 16 a 1 4
Co, Carlow 21-end _ 20 1 2 O
Month - 54 - - -
1-10 HA " 15 0 43 1
Kinsealy 11-20 17972 28 4 47 0
Co, Dublin 2]1-end 18943 24 0 42 5
Honth NA 67 ~ - ~
1-10 1731 18 0 0 19
Cahirciveen e 7315
11-20 16741 18 0 0 17
(valentia Obay.)
Co. Kerr 21-end 17050 14 0 v 56
: y Honth 51106 50 - N
1-10 15775 - - - -
Eilkenny 2 11-20 18179 - - - -
Co, Kilkenny 21~end 17848 - - - -
HMonth 51802 - - - P
1-.10 13155 is 0 0 20
Ballinemors 11~20 14362 7 0 0 32
Co. Leitris 21-end N4 8 0 0 63
Honth NA 33 - - -
1-10 14967 17 0 ¢ 75
Glenemoy 11-20 15085 27 0 0 0
Co, Heyo 21~end 18336 23 ¢} 0 40
Honth 48188 67 - - -
1-10 15156 - - - -
Birr e 11.20 16242 - - - -~
Co, Offely 21~end 16477 - - - -
' Konth 47875 = - = =
1-10 - 18 0 0 I3
Johnetown Castle 11-.20 - 21 0 0 ¢
Co, Wexford 2]l-end - 18 4 0 22
Konth - 57 - - -

o

See Jasuary issue of Bulletin for explanatory notes on the tablas,



