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The Weather of February
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Following dry conditions at the end of January and on the 1st of Pebruary, the veather turned wet and !
windy on the 2ad followed by a showery northwesterly airflow on the 3rd and 4th, From the 5th %o the 8th a I
strong aad gusty southwesterly airflov prevailed. This spell was mild and air temperatures wvere well up to i
or above averaze. Outbreaks of rain occurred oa mest days and in pariticular the 8th became very wet everyvhere,
apart frow the exireme north.

A northwesterly airflow, with hail or siset showers and severe night grournd frost oceurred onm the Gth
and 10th. Winds backed southwesterly on the t1th and the weather became wet and windy on the 11th and 12th,
varticularly in western regions.

Ridge conditions prevailed for the most part between the 13th and 20th. Winds were light southerly at
first but bacame southeagterly om the 17th. DBoth ground and air frost oceurred freguently in this spell,
ground frosl being widespread and severe oa most nights.

Active frontal rainbelis affected the country from the 2tst to 23rd and there was heavy rain in most
places on the 215t and 22nd. ¥inds varied beiween southezast and norithezst and some sleet or snow also
coourred in this epell., The 24th was dry but for the remainder of the month a sirong and gusty airflow
prevailed with spells of drizzle or rain ir all areas, occasionally furaing 4o sleet.
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Monthly Amounts of Precipitation were near or slighily above normal in most areas but well above normal in the i
southrest and paris of the south midlands. Amounbts ranged from 85% of normal =t Clones to 1%3% of normal at |
Cahirgiveen, ¥alls in excess of 20 mw occurred in many places on the 2nd and further heavy falls occurred t
\
\
]
1
|
]
]
]
]
i
]

on the @th and 12th, especially in western and nid western regions.

Hean Monthly Adr Tsmperature was abouti normal or above in most vestern and southern regioms, and below nermal
in the eazt and norih. Values varied fromw O, 6 ¢ above normal at Shannon Airport to 0.4 ¢ belov norzal at

Halin Head, In the first 12 days soil bemperatures (100 mn) exceeded % everywhere but with the onset of a2
cold spell on the 13th temperatures fell to below normzl for the first {dime this year and values at many
1nlund atations gradually fell to 3.5%C, Monthly values varied from 1.4 C above average at Cahirciveen to
0.1 % below average at Malin Tead. Alr frosit occurred frequently between 10th and 24th and severe ground
froad oceurred on 2 number of nights.

Hean Duraiion of Bright Sunghine was below normal everywhere and well below normal in the southeast. It

raenged from 75% to 905 of pormal at most places bub waz only 58% ¢f normal at Rocslare.
Gale Gusts were widespread from the 1st %o the 74h, {1th and 12th, and froe the 26th to 28th.

Summary., The month wag rather dull 2lmost everywhere and very dull inm the southezst. Rainfall was near
normal in most places but well above normal in the southwesi and parts of the southmidlands, The weather was
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Ths datz contained in this 3ulledin are proviaicnal, 3oms of the material in Table 1 will be published im ite
fin=l forn later in the Monithly Yeather Report; fipal) values of Selar Radiatien at stations; morked "e¥ inm
Table 2 will be publishsd in the Apnual Sommary of Solar Radiation.
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Clourocie 11-20 13.3] -~ 4 4 ¢.21 0.9 3.5 2.0 19 2 2l 01 9.3 19 7 1.39 3
Go. Wexford 2l-end} 53.7] - VARK! 6.1 1.1 3.6 -1.4 22 1 of ¢| 7.0 221 6 0.64 6
| . Month | 11487 137 161 11 7.11 2.1 4.6 2.0 19 44 231 0} -9.3 19 {16 1.49 4
=101 39.37 -~ | 5| 4] 9.3| 4.5 | 6.9 =11 10 | tf27| o] 7.6 10} 3 2.15 5
Johngtown Castle 11-20 3.2} = 4{ 2 6.8] 1.9 4.4 -1.8 11 11 5] 0f -8.9 11} 8 1.15 4
Co. Wexford 21-end} g5 8f - G o4 71 1.1 3.9 -1.5 28 2111 of =7.2 22| 8 / 0.73 5
u fonth | 8.3 112{ 15| 10§ 7.7] 2.6 | 5.7 1 -1.8 N 41331 0 -8.9 11{19 _ 1139 5
1-10 1.3} - 11 3 2.3] 5.3 7.3 - 1.0 10 0130 o -2.6 10| 2| 6.9{ - 2.35! - 61 5
Rosslare e 11-20 3.1 - 3f 1 7.0F 3.7 5.3 - {-0.3 11 11t o7 —4.8 1] 6] 481 - tt.az] -1 5] 1
Co. Wexford 2i-endf 24,8} - i 4 7.0 3.2 5.1 - 1.1 22 0f 71 0f -3.5 22| 4| 4,6} - Jo.86} - 7] 3
L Month | 59,2} 100f 11] 8 7.8] 4.1 6.0 | +0.0]-0.3 11 1148} 0] —4.8 11[12] 5.5/ +0.071.59] 58} 6| 9
—_1 L

Notes on the tables in January issue



TABLE 2 SOLAR RADIATION {GLOBAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION {P.E.) AND SOIL MOISTURE
February, 1981
SOLAR P.E. (am) S0IL MOISTURE (mm) -
LE. (onm ISTURE {mm
STATION P ERIOD RADZATION
Amnount Acoumulated
A t D
Joule/om noun eficit Defiolt Surplua
. 1-10 12 - 0 33
(;«r :;0: k) 11-20 ! ~ ° :
ar -
¢ * Carl 21-end 10 - ) 23
0. Lariow Month 26 - - -
1-10 9562 15 - o 21
Kinsealy® 11-20 3885 9 7 7 -
Co. Dublin 21-end 2577 10 - 0 17 '
Month 10024 34 - - -
Canirai 1-10 3349 4 - 0 TS
(tronsin vy ) | T2 o ; ) ; ;s
. * :“ RAREALA R T 1898 9 - 0 52
o Rerry Month 12214 21 - - -
1-10 4442
Kilkenny e 11-20 4563
Go. Kilkenny 2T-end 271
Month 11714
I . ; — ¢ ]
! 1.10 1 - 0 6
Bellinamore 1120 1 - 0 14
Go. Laitrim 2t_ond 5 - ¢ 11
Month 7 ~ - -
1-10 5 - 0 48
Glonamoyl 1120 9 - Y 5
Co. Mayo 21-and ] - 0 13
Month 22 - - -
1-10 3887
Birr s 11-20 4563 _ _ _
Co. Offaly 21-end 4152
Month 12602
1-10 12 - 0 28
Johnstown Castle 11-20 HA HA HA HA
Co. Wexford 21-end 14 - 0 5
Month | - - - -

*, J, 3ee notes in January issue.



