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The Weather of May

Frequent troughs of low pressare in the vicinity of Ireland throughout much of May resulted in generally
broken weather with frequent spells of heavy rain and showers. Drying conditions were poor and fields became
waterlogged in many instances before the end of the month,

Sharp grouwnd frost oceurred in some inland places on the 2nd when skies cleared, due 1o the influence of
a minor ridge of high pressure, but for most days up to the 7th there were spells of heavy rain, and variable
windg; Maximum daytime temperatures were below normal,

An influx of warm and humid conditions on the Btk preceded a shori spell of dry and sunny weather whic%
cccurred begween the 9th and 12th. Daytime maximum temperatures in this period rose %o betweez 17 C and 20 ¢,
reaching 23 C at Clones on the 12th.

A thundery trough over the country for most of the time from the 13tk %o the 18th brought periods of heavy
rain and thundery showers %o all Places. Daytime maximum temperatures were below normal however, in bhis spell,
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mostly ranging from 13 C 4o 15 C, and sunshine amounts were variable.

With the onset of warm humid weather conditions on the 19th ihere were prolonged spells gf heavy rain and
drizzle up to the 22rd; daily maximum temperatures in this period varied between 16 ¢ and 18 €.

Further thundery troughs affected the couantry between the 23rd, and 27th, giving widespread heavy zain or
showers, gome of hail. Humid conditions returned again on the 30th and 31st.
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j Yonthly Awounts of Precipitation varied from 278% of normal at Mallow to 149% of normal at Dublin Airport. The
! number of raindays and webdays were both well above average, in meny instances ranging betwsen 80% and 100%
labove average., Weather conditions were frequently favourable for the spread of potate blight, especially in
southern regions during the second half of the month, The number of effective blight hours at Roche's point
was 40% above average, much of it ocecurring in the period 19th to 22nd. Following this spell a number of
observations were made of blight in the early potato crop.

Hean Honthly Air Temperature was near or below normal. Values varied from O. 5 C %o 0. 6 ¢ below norzal in the

gouth and west 1o 0.200 above normal in the east, Soil temperatures (100mm) varted from 1. 0 ¢ Pelow normal at
[

Shannon Adrport ta 0.1 G below normal at Malin Head.
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|Mean Duration of Bright Sunshine was below normal everywhere and well below normal in the southwest. Values
ivaried from 56% of normal at Valentia to 85% of normal at Rosslare.

|Gale Guats occurred on the 3rd, 15th, 18%h, 21st, 23rd and 24th.

ISummarx Rainfall waes well above normal everywhere. It was the wettest May at Cahireiveen since 1913, Hean

[axr tewperature was belpw mormal in the south and west and near normal elsewhere. The month was dall, i%
ibeing the dullest May.at Cahirciveen since records began in the area in 1830.
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The data contained in this Bulletin are provisional. Some of the material in Table 1 will be published in its
final form later in the Honthly Weather Report; final values of Solar Radistien at stations; marked Ye” im
Table 2 will be published in the Annusl Summary of Solar Radiation.
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